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cn A P. I. 


Journey PER Lindſal to Hubichfwald—The | 


Country, and the Huſbandry carried on by the 
| Peaſants —Horflen—Deſecription of M. de 


Perſpot's fine Seat at Raverſburg—An Ac- 


count of his very ſpirited Improvements. 


T was the evening of the 28th of June 


before I arrived at Lindſal, which is a 
little inconſiderable village, From thence I 
ſet out the next morning for Hudwickſwald, 


the diſtance ſixty miles, which proved a jour- 
_ of two days. The night of the 1ſt I laid 
 _ atDilſbo; the country very wild and moun- 


tainous, like Dalecarlia, and not better culti- 
vated :- in ſome of the vales are ſmall villages, 


the inhabitants of ſome of which have little 


farms, but I do not think are quite ſo induſtri- 


ous in their management of them as their 5 


; neighbours of Dalecarnia, Dilſbo ſtands on 


a river near the Baltic, and has a harbour 
that admits ſhips. of two hundred tons bur- 
| then, but yet there is hardly any trade at it: 


now and then a veſſel comes for a load of 
en but it is ſeldom. From thence to 
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Hudwickſwald is through a flat country, 
pretty well cultivated, and the inhabitants 
much more induſtrious. I ſaw two or three 
large houſes, ſurrounded by confiderable 
farms; gentlemen' s ſeats; and the owners 
ſeem to carry on a husbandry equal to any 


thing I have ſeen in Sweden in general. | 


: found their crops generally good; and the 
products riſe, upon a medium of all ſorts, to 
three or four quarters per acre: their dwarf 
beans are a favourite crop here, for I ſaw 
many fields of them: they do not grow more 
than a foot high. Another thing I found here, 
of which I had ſeen little before, which was, 
great plenty of trefoile; it is a ſort not com- 
mon 4n England, tho' the bloſſom is yellow; 
they ſow n among their corn, and for two or 
three years following mow. or feed it; which 
appears to be the ſame ſyſtem as the culture of, 


cloyer in England, and trefoile in England, . , 


and allo 5 ainfoim. - Artificial graſſes: I: have 
very. aer ſeen in this kingdom, and there 
is certainly a reaſon for it; the great plenty of 
wild ground and marſhes, on which the pea- 
ſants depend for the f ubſiſtence of their cattle. 
—— Hudwickſwald is extremely well ſituated, 
for the. Baltic trade; the harbour js ſpacious, 
en and admits ſhips of any burthen; there 
ere 3 for merchants in the town, that the 
0 
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rich. They, have a tolerable quay. ; they 
ſhewed me the church which is-uſually exhi- 
bited to ſtrangers, but contains not the leaſt 
thing worthy of obſervation. Moſt of the 
ſtreets are regular, clean, and ſome of them 


| very, neatly. built. 8 


Here I made enquiries _ M. de verſpot. 
and found, after ſome difficulty, that I muſt 
take the road north to a village called Tuna, 
and from thence follow a road which runs 
weſtward near the river on which Tuna 
ſtands, and in about five or fix and thirty 
miles I ſhould come to a place called Horſten, 
Near which that gentleman's ſeat. is, 

The firſt of July I gat to Tuna, the diftance! 
from Hudwickſwald thirty-ſix miles.. The 
country is various; parts of it marſhy, and 
parts dry: a good deal of the latter is culti- 


_ vated, but I ſaw no gentlemen' s houſes, I 


Ne that many of the peaſants here paid 
their rents in parts of the products of their 
land, and that their landlords ſtewards came 
in loops from Stockholm at a certain time of 


1 the year, to receive theſe products: : this is 


reckoned here very advantageous to the land- 
lords, for they have the corn, & c. at a much 
leſs ledige value than what they ſell it for 
dt Stockholm, all expences reckoned ; but at 
in ſame time, the peaſants like i it better than 
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being forced to find the money, which. is very 


_ fearce here. They cultivate large quantities 


of corn, and many turneps and carrots ; and 
have the art of fattening oxen with theſe roots 
in winter, by boiling and maſhing them, and 
then mixing ſome meal of barley or oats with 
them: with this food their oxen and their hogs 
fatten very quickly, and they reckon, if the 


. Erop of roots is good, it proves, in this way of 


uſing it, one of the beſt a farmer can cultivate. 


They do not uſe wood-aſhes in this country, 


which is ſo principal a manure in moſt of the | 
parts of Sweden through which I have paſſed, N 
dut depend totally on dung, which they mix 


up with earth, and think it thus TR any 
other manure that can be had. The 


ung of 
ſwine they reckon the moſt powerful. 

I reached Horſten the 2d; and, fixing my 
bed in the houſe of a civil peaſant, made enqui- 
ries after M. de Verſpot. I was informed that 
he lived about eight miles from thence ; that 
all Horſten belonged to him, and alſo many 


more villages in the neighbourhood ;—that he 


had the greateſt" eſtate” in this country ; | Was 


85 infinitely beloved, being a good friend to all 
the peafants, and encouraging them i in every 
| thing. Th The zd i in the morning I ſet out for 

his houſe, and got there by breakfaſt, _ I was 

introduced to > him 1 in Bn end of his wife, 


* 


I. and 
* 7 . 
* * * . ; 
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and fac or Savin: children of different ages; 


and delivering M. le Count de Roncellen's 


letter, he read it with ſeeming pleaſure; and 


with the utmoſt politeneſs: welcomed me to 


Raversburg, the name of his ſeat. + The: 
Count had fully explained to him the motives 


of my travels through Sweden, which he was 
> pleaſed to commend very much. He is a luſty 


man, of about fifty years of age, with a fine 
open manly countenance, that prejudices one 
at firſt ſight in his favour. He ſpeaks French 
fluently ; had been in England, but not long 
enough to learn the language. He made many. 
enquiries after M. de Roncellen, and his im- 
provements, while we breakfaſted ; ſaid that 


he had not been able of ſome years to pay; 


him a viſit, but that he hoped once more to 


have that pleaſure, if he lived. He told me 


he had a packet for me, directed under my 
name, An Engliſb gentleman on bis travelt 


through Sweden.. This he gave me in the after- 


noon, and I found it a letter from Baron 


Miſtler at Stockholm, with caſh to the amount 
of forty-ſeyen pounds, the product of the ſale 
of chaiſe and horſes,” which I thought a very 
good return in Sweden, M. Verſpot asked 
me concerning my route; and was much ſur- 
priſed at finding chat Lhad penetrated through 


the, whole province of D. 


| lia. He ſaid, 
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it was a bold undertaking, and tho he had 
travelled through moſt parts of Sweden, yet he 
had ſeen very little of that province. Lgare 


him a curſory account of what I had remarked 


among the. peaſants there, with which he 
ſeemed to be pleaſed ; and attended very much 


to what 1 mentioned of their husbandry. He 
ſaid that I had ſeen ſuch great things at the 


Count de Roneellen's, that every thing he 


could ſhew me would appear ſmall; tho he 
had ſome improvements, which perhaps 1 


- might . bond of 


agriculture, - | 
He then told me, that For Gromy years he 


attended the government of Sweden as a ſe- 


nator, and was long anxious to oppoſe a party, 
that ſeemed determined on the ruin of their 


country; but finding; after a ſtruggle of 
| many years, that the voice of pri 


efice and 
fs. was fo little liſtened to, he took a 


| long fal of them, and retired to this 


eſtate, determining to make a country life, 
which was before only aceſſation from buſineſs, 
the only bufinefs of his life; and ſince he took 
that reſotution, he has adhered to it without 


once quitting it; and from the factions which 


pve-ariſen | ſinee his departure, he has had 
tingal reaſon to rejoice” at the determina- 


dn. "He bas foond in * theſs 


X 1 moun- 


culture, to diſcover the moſt profitable appli- 
_ eation: of the ground; and he has found, 


Gs viewed the — n. his n the 


tua- ; 


CC 


mountains a ſatisfaction vrhich the buſieſt 
ſcenes of Stockholm could never give. He 
applied himſelf to the ſtudy and practice of 


agriculture with great eagerneſs, ' and has 
always taken uncommon pleaſure in trying 


various experiments on different articles of 


that the only way fora Swediſh nobleman to be 


rich, or to improve his income in a manner that 
may bring no regret with his wealth, is the ĩm- 


provement of his eſtates. Nothing is ſo pro- 
fitable, not any thing, in Sweden at leaſt, ſo 


3 honourable. He has been much ridiculed for 


giving up an attention to the government of 


his country, to retire and paſs his days among 
peaſants and boors. But experience has told 
me, added M. de Verſpot, that'my choice 
has been right; for I have increaſed my 
wealth at the ſame time that I have improοt 
the happineſs of my life.“ This account, 
which he gave me in a pleafing candid man- 
ner, ſhewed me at once that his ideas were 


congenial with thoſe of the illuſtrious Rot 
cellen. e oY R 


Fe did not carry me to bir i 


that day; but after breakfaſt he wok a ns 


with me, which laſted” till dinner; in which 
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nw TRAVELS THROUGH 
fituation of which ĩs one of the moſt romantic 
I ever beheld. It is a very large quadrangular 
building around a court, ſituated on the fide 
of a vaſt mountain, near the bottom, but not 
ſo low as not to command a great view in 
front: a large track of falling ground parts 
the houſe from a very beautiful lake, four 
miles long, and one and an half broad, in 
which are ſeveral lofty iſlands covered with 
wood, in one of which M. de Verſpot has 
built a ſummer-houſe, deliciouſly fituated : 
on the other ſides of this lake the country is 
extremely various, either irregular vales, or 
hills riſing very boldly, and in general covered 
thick with wood: the whole country belongs 
_ entirely to him for ſeveral miles every way: 
on the ſide of one of the hills, leſs ſteep than 
the reſt, he has built a new village, of above 
ſeventy. ouſes; which being raiſed of a White 
ſtone; has a moſt chearful and enlivening ap- 
1 In the lake he hay a ſmall ſhip to 


two maſts, carrying ten braſs cannon; three | 


floops, and various boats; all which add un- 
commonly to the beauty of the ſcene. In a 
word, it put me more in mind of a nobleman's. 
ornamented ſeat, in a wild part of Britain, 
than any place I had ſeen ſince J left Eng- 
land. We rambled for ſome miles about this 

fine wild and romantic ſcene; and returning 
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to 8 Madam de Verſpot ar me how 


I liked Raversburg? I replied, I thought it 


the moſt beautiful, and at the ſame time the 
moſt romantic place I had ever ſeen in my 


life. At which compliment, tho' indeed the 
mere unaffected idea I had of the place, ſhe 
ſeemed pleaſed; and I thought her husband 
very fortunate in having a lady that could 
reliſh theſe forts of country beauties, and en- 
joy a rural life as well as the e of wy 
. 


at the ſame time elegant ſtile. His table 
is ſpread with all the delicacies which art can 


procure in this northern climate; he has all 
the fineſt wines in Europe, and his lake fur- 
His eſtabliſh 


niſhes him with admirable fiſh. Hi 
ment may be gueſſed, when mention his 


having above ſeventy menial ſervants in the 
houſe, one of whom has the title of captain 


of the guard, after the cuſtom oF Sweden, 


* whohas a table, at which is his ſecretary, and 
3 two chaplains; and beſides this, there are five 
bother tables kept; at the loweſt of which 


all che peaſants who pleaſe to come are 
indiſcriminately admitted; and their num- 


ber is very often great, even to ſome hun- 
dreds 3 but that is only on feſtivals : how 


ever ſome take advantage of the admiſſion 


every day in the year. The Ron was built 


by 


M. de Verſpot "TP in a very diana 905 ö 


38. 
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by himſelf from the g 


2s I before mentioned, moſt judiciouſly cho - 


round, and the ſituation, 


ſen. The paste are amazingly nume- - 


 rous, and many of them very large; I think 
it is the largeſt houſe belonging to a ſubject 
which I have any where ſesm z there is a ſuite 
of eleven rooms fronting the lake, not. one of 
which is leſs than 40 feet long by 30 broad; 


they are all well furniſhed, each with two 
chimney- pièdes in the Engliſh taſte, tho 
ſtoves are at each end of the room; and in 
all theſe ſtoves, and chimnies, as well as in 


| every room of the houſe, are conſtant fires 
all winter. I am convinced that in ſuch a fa- 
mily as this, the depth of winter would be 


5 the ſeaſon to enjoy the hoſpitality of the 


3 | doubt is, whether they 
oo "i ele collected ſuffieient to make ran 
_ reary ſeaſon paſs pleaſantly. | 


. In the morning M. de Verlpot ande ber ; 


ral enquiries of me concerning various objects 


1 85 Which I had examined in my travels in Flan- 


Me . ders, Germany, and Denmark; when I de- 
dcderibed to him the encouragements all the uſe- 


ful arts had lately met with in the laſt of thoſe 


countries: he ſaid, that formerly the Swedes 


much excelled the Danes in every thing; 3 
they were equally ſuperior in war, commerce, 
1 n Fegg r 5 but fince faction has 9 
5 n 29-5 e FI wy 
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the reins of the government, the kingdom of 
all things have much declined. I replied, that 
the natural advantages of Denmark were, for 


the ſize of the territory, greater than thoſe. 
of Sweden, the climate warmer, and. no 

mountaias in che 

g might be cultivated to the very tops; whereas 

in Sweden dhe mountains occupy an amazing 

ſhare of the whole kingdom, and the climate 


-whole kingdom but what 


is much ſeverer. All that, ſaid he, is very 


true; but what is the amount of the plains 


of Denmark in ſpace, compared to thoſe of 
Sweden ? we have twenty acres to their one ; 


| ® and tho' our mountains cannot be cultivated, 
yet they in timber, iron, copper, pitch and tar, 


ve as valuable as the plains; and tho our. 


7 climate is much colder than that of Denmark, . 
yet that is of no eſſential conſcquenice, as we 
can raiſe every e FEW is to * un : 


with in Denmark. 


1 aer e the benen 5 cheſs x re — 


W 


Sir, ſaid 1 Denmark W us in no- | : | 
thing but the encouragement given by the 


crown” in favour © of uſeful undertakings ;. 

whereas the caſe is very. different in Sweden. 
We have had our encouragements too, but the 
miſchief is, they have been calculated more 


-_ 
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for the advantage of the eſtates of the ſenators, | 
dnt Than for that of the people at large. = 

Upon my making enquiries concerning the 
object of his rural improvements, he anſwer- 
ed, I will ſhew you to-morrow morning a 


large track of cultivated country near this 


houſe, which, when I came to the eſtate, 
was all waſte; my great object has been, to 
My f 
ptaperty in theſe wilds is ſo extenſive, that two 


bring theſe waſtes into improvement. 


lives, longer than mine, would be too ſhort to 


improve them all, but 1 am not idle. 1 keep 5 
improving doing that land firft that lies 
Fam not an enemy 
to woods, provided they are. duly- regulated, = 
and that they are confined to land which is 
Our firs and 


neareſt to my dwelling. 


- improper. for corn and graſs. 
pines thrive 2s well, or I think rather better, 
on almoſt inacceſſible mountains and ſteeps, 


than on plains, and more level ground: to 


the former therefore I confine them; and in 


j 


the management of them I am attentive al- 


ways to thin my woods, inſtead, of deſtroying 


the whole growth, which is the. cuſtom of 


this country. If an acre of land has thirty 


trees on it, that will turn out profitable to cut: 


the general way of the country is to cut 
down all, to take away the heſt, and reduce 


the reſt to aſhes, for manuring the land ; the 


CON» 


Sf; 


2 © WH Df A 2 5 08 


conſequence of which management is, the 
land ſo cleared being a long while before it is 


again covered with a good growth, and never 


with any equal to what was before upon it; 
this is owing to a want of ſhelter. While the 


ground 1 is half or three fourths covered, the 


young trees are well ſheltered, and you have a 


continually thriving crop. There ſhould not 


de more than from five to ten trees taken out 
3 in a year from an acre of land, according as 
the ſoil, &c. may be. By practiſing this me- 
thod, my woods yield me a very beneficial 


regular crop; 1 carry none but fine trees, 


which are ſure of good price, to market; 


and am always in poſſeſſion of as many acres 


at one time as at another, inſtead of having 
large tracks laid waſte by my peaſants which 
are ſome centuries before they recover them- 
ſelves. Another circumſtance, very well un- 
derſtood in England, but no where elſe that 
I have remarked, is, attending to the fences 
around the woods; I keep all mine in as good 
order as thoſe which ſurround my corn: cattle 
love to browze in woods, but the miſchief 
they do is incredible: upon my ſyſtem, I de- 


pend for the regular ſupply on young trees 
being conſtantly on the growth among the old 


enes ; but if cattle had admiſſion in the com- 


mon way, I ſhould be preſently diſappointed 
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1 TRAVELS: THROUGH = 
5 in my expectations: this is one reaſon why's | 


ed, coltivate-the land, AE 28 3 . 25] 
By means of this oouduktz all the eee 
my eſtate through which I advance my im- 


no where tlint dorn and 
eee Dr i awd 75 N ** 


piece of waſte is ſo long before it becomes 


covered with a full growth of wood. But 
I make it a rule, as belt as I advance mx 
improvements, to leave no waſtes behind me. 


All chat are not proper for corn or graſs, I in- 
cloſe; with the ſame attention as my other 
grounds, and ſow them regularly with ſeeds, 
ſo that they preſently become as good woods 
as any on my eſtate. For other purpoſes 
than the exportation or. uſe of fine timber, 


Ireſerve the woodls that are ſituated on places 
which would admit à profitable culture of 
corn or graſs; ae I root out entirely, as 


they are wanted; and as faſt ce =__ * 


* 


provements, are Hrought into profit: woods 


indeed, ina country where they are ſo ama - 


zingly plentiful, will not pay me near ſo good 


a rent as my cultivated land; but then al! 


they do pay is clear: profit, for I leaye them 
graſs cou 5 well 


From this cbnverſution of M. de Verſpor . 


5 enterthiinbe great expectations of ſeeing many 
noble improvements nekt morning; but he 


e me not. „ great an idea of 
= | . | _ | | thems 


of land; 


| 8 * 1 E o AY. 
them .— — | Yo will, ſee,” ſaid; 1 of 


common  bysbandry exerciſed hs Eo: track 
but that fight to an, Engliſh, 
. he ſees it almoſt over a Whole king- 
dom. Lam ſo, unfortunate. As. fo, be at a diſ- 


ance from the ſcaz. our river, which.carries | 


down. floats of timber, is of excellent uſe, ; 


but! had 1 the opportunity which my excels 


lent friend Roncellen has, I would attempt to 
rival him. My eſtate would alage furniſh 


| employment. for ten fail of ſtout ſhips fora 


century to come: bad I the oonveniency of A 
bat, I thould form a great exportation of va- 


5 E ; rigus products, which, would. be an, qe | 


"fb nt, which nothing elſe can.cqual.”; .. 


” 3 u e n IT h. the. longer EXCUTIIC 
bo dinner. I. was apologizing. for bei 
FJ trovblelome, to him; but be {aid;refs 


| trouble, it is EN 


the houſe from, breakf 


dates Elen. The ſitustien of, the 


M. de Veripot ordered an.carly e be 


we much miſtaken, Sir, ſo far 2815 
pinion in my pſual, ride, for abe 


A „„ 
= In the morning we mounted, and and be gon · 
usted me about a mile and half throuph che 
orpamented enyirons I mentioned before, and 
en Game into 8 the lands hish he 


e of fame. geatle 2 
e e ue goal 
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* TRAVELS THROUGH | 
Jang and plains, entirely in culture. The 
fields were all regularly diſpoſed in ſquares or 


_ oblongs ; the fences regular and admirable ; 
and all the. gates, rails, &c. very good and 
neat, and all painted white, very much in the 


manner and appearance of many ornamented 


farms I. have ſeen, in England. The inclo- 


ſures were in general of twenty or thirty 
0 foil is a light loam upon a rock 
or flint, of various; depths, but ſeldom, leſs 
than fix inches. M. de Verſpot obſerved, 


that the depth was not of any material conſe- 


quence, except for carrots, turneps, and ſome 
other roots Vet thoſe crops yield abundantly | 


in only fix: inches depth, tho! not ſo greatly 


TESTS, deeper. The fields were covered 
with wheat, barley, oats, peas, beans, buck- 
Wheat, carrots, turnegs, lover, trefoile, & r. 
and many of „them, in natural graſs.” The 


crop ters fall, exceeding vigor ous, and 'ſupe- 


riot to any thing in appearancp not only that T 


ne ee but alſo to moſt that I recol- 


lected havipg taten anyingtice of in England. 
1 erpreſted 13 


JIurprige,2 char this northern 
latitude ſhoyld aJmitthe crops; which I then 
faW+1;. Fg did hid her Ii do not wonder at your 


opinion 5.1 hang heard, if-fromgſcyeral, and read 
much. een IRR — . 


JJ òᷣUͤiii U, (ß... 
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to read of the climate being ſo ſevere, that the 
inhabitants muſt live only on fiſhing and 
hunting, or produces only a few oats; 
twenty books in my library tell me that wheat 
will not "ſucceed higher 'in Sweden than the 
EZ fixtieth degree of latitude. I am convinced 
that the bounty of Providence is ſuch, that all 
Finds of corn, pulſe, and roots, which are 
now on my farm, will grow every where; 
the great thing is to conſult the nature of the” 
2 climate in the mode of culture. 
In Sweden our winters Ab eltemety 5 
3 vere, and they 4 come with büt little interven- 
tion of autumm; they Uke wife go away ſud- 
denly, without ſuch 4 Sradatiom of ſpring as 
vou have in England: ſpring and autumn, 
vou muſt well know, are in Warmer climates 
the principal ſeaſons for moſt of thè operations 
ot tillage: we are not totally without them, 
as ſome authors-affert,-botXheir duration 3 
very ſhort. As ſoon as the ſum hid thbroungh- 
| Wt thawed the 8arth,/ andfit'iin"6rdet for til 
lage, that is the time to ſuw, hich ig Eid thy 
evinced by the immediate tion een; in; 
all plants: the peaſants 10 MPA bery 
well; but the great objech id ene $ieparation 
of the land in de Mili Satt ve Ravel 
The field. whithithey'ſow In pr R ned er ad 
is ſince che prdoeding crop; fo that 


Fg . 
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the products are ſmall, not from the fault of 
the land, but for want of better tillage. The 
power of the ſun coming after the froſts of 
winter, with the one ploughing they give 
their fields, ſets all the weeds looſe; and they 
vegetate with vigour, like every thing elſe; 
2 to the deſtruction of the crop. But 
my met uſually been to be very expe - 
ditious; 15 moment harveſt is over, 1 plough 
up. all my ſ ſtubbles before the froſt catches me: 
by this, meaps, when it comes, it has the 
greater effect; but the principal uſe of it iss, 
the ſeeds and roots of weeds yegetating before 
I plough, agd o in the ſprings. which they 
will got a. tenth. part do if the land was not 
tired. in W 7 by turning them in at the 
fame, time that, I ſo wy corn, they are kil- 
. clea en 
now; them? [ow 2s 19w ink Weil 5s 6 
hig candy} iguek., me very much, as it 
app Rar, a ges tf. F nqt only in 
expraticnge> bat e ggod ens, Upon my asl. 
ing: bind if he thought — 9 wk 
[ag would dps, d oY ie, 
where: dhe; ne Sndycoraret” id. nat: hold 
eguallyſtrpng, that 8-cih milger:plimates, 
ſach ag England -r There: i nt, replied he, 
the lama reaſon; forifits becanſa Four: iſpring 
a £7 TO — 
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pleaſe before you ſow, conſequently the weeds 
may be deſtroyed: yet I ſhould follow the 
rule even in that climate; | becauſe by plough- 
ing before winter, (for which Tikewiſe you 
have whatever time you want) the froſts will 
have much more power over the foil, in break 
ing and ſweetening it; fo that kel tillage 
would do in the ring, and the Weeds alſo 
grow much more, Which wilt render it fo 
$ much the caſier to kin ther „hs t the 


„ 


„ 


= Ido 5 know: but it appears 0 85 int 
1 of cohfiderable . eee 


or which made ſo 1 an e N. "Te | 
7 Verſpot obſerved, that of all his grain n nothing 
1 — h better than wheat ; tho" attivng the 
common farmers they arg Wust inclifed to 
think that oats anſwer as well, fromthe 
XZ neſs of the 3 which!" is Weg g 12 55 

than _ My bat ert pi. Renerd iy es 
me five or fi 2 Mete my Barley 
Z rather more thaftf font nent pits 00s 
an Half 1 pas s much e for} undibuck- 
wheat four!" Tele wah Cen terne is be 
very @nfiderable, Tiagked biin; Hd net 
nanu verytictdy Loe em ; ande he ma- 
naged in Mis reſps&] ad he id det uſe wood- 
athes in the large quantities of the common | 
farmers ? 

V-4 „„ nu 


* 


-=2 
— 


. —_ 
* - c 1 
2 2 
. —— — > 
— — a - — — 
PR * 


— 2 


” — 
— 


8 2 — Ps. wee >. 7 . 
. — — — * ö 
—— — — hd ů— ̃ 22 — P— — TI 


—— mts WE —_ — 
— y * . 
2 n © > * 5 
— os 
PLIES - n 
— 3 2 — 
3 ” 
CR TR CET IIry 
* 


—. 


— A 
ft OT ET EO CITED Cates ooo bit» Be — 


do their benefits ſtop here; for our corn fie 
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* depend, replied he, entirely upon dung, 


formed into compoſts with the earth I dig in 
draining marſhes. I have two ſtrong reaſons 
againſt the practice common among the pea- 
Jants, of manuring with ſuch quantities of 
wood- aſhes; firſt, they ſpoil for ages large 


tracks of wood land, for they not only carry 


away all the aſhes, but all the ſurface of the 
ſoil with them ; and I find my woods too pro- 
fitable to deſtroy, without at the ſame time 


gaining either graſs or arable in the room of 
them: ſecondly, they depend ſo much on 


- theſe aſhes, that they are apt to neglect the 
article of cattle, as they can manure their 


lands without them: but I think it an infi- 
nite loſs. not only to themſelves, but to the 


whole kingdom, to adopt any ſyſtem that leſ- 


ſens'the general ſtock of cattle ; I think they 
form the moſt profitable part of hk 


and at "the: fatne time that they are of this im- 
portance to the farmer, in the profit they 


Field, they are to the ſtate the foundation of 
3 the manufactures of wool and leather, which 


in all countries are of ſuch conſequence. Nor 


are indebted to them for the fineſt crops that 
cover them: Did the peaſants depend on their 
dung alone for manuring, they would keep 


more cattle, and then their general husbandry 


Sn, 5 would 


would be 8 3 In all my improves 
ments, when J proportion the quantities of 
each crop to the reſt, I make the firſt foun · 
| = dation of ſuch an arrangement, the quantity 
of dung 1 ſhall. want; I then provide food for 
I | ſuch a number of cattle as will. I-know yield 
me the. requiſits! quantity of duog. I; have 
; = cartied,,this idea into practice theſe many 
years, os met. anke uniformly. profit 
able. ARE 38. 10100. oed e ids 
1 —_— 2 g farther>anto f this ſyſ- 
| tem, he, went or- yefyclttle attention 
= yould enable qur.peaſanits to coneeive the full 
tent of this management, ando act acgord- 
ingly.. Theylall of;them--keep.:a;ifew gattle, 
and know wall enough how 46 cxop their Belds 
for the maintenance; of. themwtſor that they 
would only hate to i proportion. their grund 
to a greater numbęroſd Thexjall of tem feel 
the: advantage, of keeping cows) hogs, xen, 
and many. of 1them-ſheep}; sHhey find, nothing 
of us readiet fale, ond inimanyifituations|they 
Ce che oy Sm] yhichy.tos mango 
* roads-:cam be brought, to mark#t:nc,Anmk. tho 
our winters very; long,qapd: the: maintenance 
of then at hat ſaſon tros le ams and. expen- 
vo, pet chene are fe ee cee 
Aude better gropg afarn πỹiſg o then 30 
| q 5 eee cls | 
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5 TRAVELS THROUGH 
made, which are of ſuch great value to all our 
crops. Our Swediſh turneps, of which we 


have two ſorts, is a moſt valuable crop ; ; when 
prepared for by ſufficient ploughings and ma- 


nure, it yields a vaſt produce, which will keep 
ſound through the ſharpeſt winter: for the 


fake of tilling my land, and being able to get 


at the crop at all times, I generally lay them 
up in barns, ſo as to be very handy for feed- 
ing all ſorts of cattle on the ſpot. We have 


the plants which you in England call the kales, 


that is, cabbages, which do not turn in with 
hard” heads, but are all compoſed of open 
leaves; theſe vegetate all winter through, and 
the ſows muſt be uncommonly deep, to pre- 


vent our getting at them. Gurte Thy by in 


ſtores, In the ſame manner as turneps : then 


we have plenty of hay and ſtraw in common 


with other countries; ſo that I muſt confeſs l 
ſee no reaſon for our complaining in Sweden, 


| —nor any difficulty which our induſtrious far- 8 


mer can find in providing for the moſt _ 
tous herds of cattle. "An acre of turneps or 
catrots will Wintet-feed four cows, if th 
have a good portion of hay, and as" buch 
ſtraw as they like; but without any hay at all 
they will keep hides" Which is very copliter- 


—_ ah ſhews whit way be done by + 0 


ited ited induſtry. ©Oir'kate grows into the 


l * 
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crops, that, with ſtraw, an acre of it will 
winter fix ſheep ; ſwine are kept in the moſt 
advantageous manner poſſible on carrots, and 
even fattened upon them to great profit. But 
all theſe crops, to be conſiderable, ought to 
be very well tilled, and amply manured; and 
if the peaſants are reſtrained from wood-aſhes, 
and have not any cattle, from whence is this 
manure to come? Hence it is, that cattle 
enable you to keep cattle—ſo that the more 
they keep, the more they 12,40 keep, if the 
dung is properly applied. 

Another great advantage poſſeſſed by all 
wild countries, is the having great plenty 
of vegetables, of uſe only for being converted 
into litter: all our waſtes and our woods 
yield vaſt quantities of weeds, which, mowu 
in their ſucculency, make excellent ſtraw for 
littering our cattle all winter long, which in 
the raiſing much manure, is an advantage of 
the moſt valuable kind. They are to be gain- 
ed in almoſt any quantities; but our peaſants 
do not ſee their intereſt in Gais s point as 2 
ought ; moſt of them lay in a few loads, but 
not a tenth part ſufficient to make as 
much dung as they might. I keep all my 
cattle littered up to their, bellies th > whole 
winter through; by which means, my dung- 
hills enſure me the greateſt crops, of which 
the 
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a TRANELS THAQUGH 
the land is capable of yielding. So that I am 


confident there is no abſolute occaſion for ſuch 
quantities of wood-aſhes as the Swediſh pea- 


ſants ſo much depend on“. 

From the view I had of M. de Verlpor's 
fields, as well as from. his converſation, 1 was 
extremely clear that no man could know bet- 


ter than he, how to raiſe great crops. of all 
ſorts ; but I defired to know where he found 


a market for his products, for I found he had 


four thouſand acres in his own hands. 


I do not, replied he, meet with any diffi- 
culty i in that point; my improvements in huf- 
bandry, and in ornamenting the lands around 
my houſe, with the number of people that 
inhabit it, all together form a very confider- 
able conſumption, and the reſt is fold by my 
agents to . whoever will purchaſe much is 


bought, to ſupply the miners. in the moun- 
tains; and yet more finds its way down the 


river by Tuna, and ſo to ſea, to the towns 


upon the coaſt. If I had a port ſo conveni- 


ently fituated, as to make it adviſable to keep 


ſhipping of my. own, I ſhould be able to- gain | 

a much higher. price; but as I meet at pre- 

| ſent with rates that anſwer very well to me, 
and I have neither trouble nor chances, I am 
contented ; but if the. people on my eſtate 


jeeps? in f future as they have done lately, the 


— 3 


Whole 
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7 whole country will find a market. at home 


ſuperior to any thing they can get abroad. 

And from the experience I have had in this 
point, TI have great reaſon to believe that in+ 
creaſing population brings with it every other 
advantage, and that moſt other improvements 
will follow of caurſe, provided the population 
ſo gained i is founded on husbandry— that is, 2 
certainty of food. I have never formed any 
manufactories, becauſe I was of opinion that 
the improvement of the ſoil was the firſt and 
moſt profitable buſineſs the people could be 
employed in—and that till husbandry- im- 


provements were advanced to the utmaſt 


height, all the hands employed in the ma- 
nufactures were ſo much loſs to the ſtate. 

This reaſoning 1 know I am particular i in; 
it will give offence to you, and would give 


yet more to a Frenchman,——But.whether 1 
am right or wrong, is not a point of any con- 
ſequence, ſince they generally eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves without your aſſiſtance. The number 


of people I have drawn together for different 


Works, have formed manufactories; the ready 


market this population carries with it, has 


induced ſeveral undertakers to fix ſome fabrics | 


in my villages; there are ſome of woollen. 


| cloth, of leather, linen, hats, and hardware: . 
er ure noty if in true; conlidenthle 5, hut they: 
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F TRAVELS THROUGH 
are proportioned to the demand, and popula- 
tion has created them; and I have no doubt 


but they will increaſe as the population of my 
eſtate increaſes. Thus you may depend upon 


it in all cafes, that if you work ſuch improve- 
ments in agriculture as greatly inoreaſes the 


themſelves do all the reſt; they will eſtabliſn 
manufactures, and bring commerce when 
they arrive at a certain degree, and wealth 


proportioned muſt be the conſequence. Nor 


thould we forget, that when tlieſt kind of ad- 


vantages take place of themſelves, and gra- 


dually, we may he ſure they ate natural, and 


permanent, and not exotics; planted byar ans 


xi0vs hand, and-cheriſhediby am un 


attention: fuch muſt e e e 


always more certain in theit nature and con- 


ſequences q and I conclude from hencdtliat 


the ſolficitude fliſacverechat ꝙreſent im ſemeral 
parts: of: Europe, for eſtabliſhing. manafnc 


tories, is either unneceſſary nr: impropert᷑ af 
their policy 4s ſodad; [manufaftureivwill he 


ef courſe {if=they do not come, vit i pravoFi 
fofficient chat they ought :baty/1a9 thobhands- 
whieh they would employ outzht/ co be ad⁰,ε 
ing the ſail toſita utmoſt im ent bro 
any . bloom ad svbileg 
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I made ſome objections to this e 
drawn from the example of England and 
Holland 5 but they were not of conſequence. 
enough to inſert here. M. de Verſpot 
went on“ In conyerfing with ſeveral 
noblemen in Sweden, on the ſubject of im- 
proving their eſtates, the moſt general difſi- 
culty 1 have heard of is the getting hands; 
but from my own experience I am clear that 
this is an imaginary evil. No country could 
be more deſolate, or worſe inhabited than 
this, when I began my undertaking of im- 
proving it; but by protecting and encouraging 
them, building houſes immediately for all 
that would ſettle, and employing them con- 
ſtantly at a fair price for their labour, they 
would any where command whatever num 
bers they wanted, and increaſe them as 
quickly as they pleaſed to any height. I am 

convinced, that for increaſing” the population 
of eee nothing more is e r es 
the improvement of land. 

Having viewed a conſiderable part I hs 
— we returned to dinner; and ſpent the 
remainder of the day in oonverſing on theſa 
ſubjects. 1 found him quite enthuſiaſtical in 
favour of agriculture; but muſt ſay, that 1 
believe he would not, if he had the direction of 
An Sweden, carry theſe ideas exclu- 
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fively too far, and neglect epa and | 
commerce too much. ' | 


. 


— 
LE 


The next morning he etc me over a 


different part of his farm, and ſhewed me the 


Improvement of a very large marſh, by drain- 
ing. It was converted into a very profitable 


meadow. He alſo carried me through a field 


of experiments, of fifty acres,” wherein he 
tries every thing that is of dubious ſucceſs, 


before he extends the culture through” his 
whole farm: here he brings the recommen- 


dations of various writers to the teſt, to ſee 


 what'truth there is in their aſſertions: he is 


now trying ſome artificial graſſes, not yet com- 


mon in Sweden, particularly ſainfoine;-eſpar- 


cette; lucerne, and eytiſſus, of all which he 


had ſmall parcels, but he did not ſeem to ſpeak 
favourably ef them, from what they had chi- 
therto promiſed. He had alſo under oulture 
ſeveral plants from Siberia, and differentiſorts 


of wheat, to ſee which would agteeabeſberith 


the climate. Here was alſo — 'ofi trials 


upon dung. in order to diſcover what: was he 
proper quantity for am acrbiof dund. i LI Rut 
ov that this field pleaſed me:betterighaniany: 


one I had ever viewedĩm my life. v d 


ſpot here gained moſt of his knowtedge-the 
culture of it is immediately under his own in- 


e is — here without he is 
preſent; 


s W R D E N. 21 
. preſent; and by repeating and varying his 
trials, he is able to decide. in every inſtance 
what, beſt ſuits the ſoil and climate. He ob- 
ſerved to me, that no farmer ſhould be with- 
out a piece of ground which he dedicates to 
this uſe; otherwiſe he muſt either give up all 
idea of any improvements, or elſe try them u pon 
too great a ſcale at firſt; which, if they are 
unſueceſsful, would be injurious to him: a 
remark which is certainly juſt.— The evening 
of this day was alſo ſpent in converſation 
which:I found very:inſtruttive. 

The 6th I took my leave of him, Ader ex- 
preſſing how: much 1 was. obliged to him for 
my. geception at Raversburg, and inviting 
him, in caſe he ſhould ever come into Eng- 
lancbagain, or any of his friends, to give me 
an opportunity of eturning it. I had enquir- 
ed of: him concerning the northern ꝓrovinces 
of Sweden ; and he aſſured me that ii fhoud 
ſecli nothing in Lapland worth going after; 
that as my conte was to Petersburg, Thad bet- 
tes keep / pretty near the coaſt of the Baltic, 
thought the two Bothnias, dowm to Finhand, 
anch through Nyland and Garelia zirin1which 
journey ſhduldhavean:opportunity of ſeeing 
ſevaral . varieties of oountryfand husbandry. 107 
en nwo eil bn Wehe be mmi ei N ld ue 
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on " Vf II. 


E hag Adventure with a — 
i Peaſan— Hutbandiy — Uma —5 tate of com- 
_ merce—Pitha—Deſecri prion of the country— 
Torneo State of the country in Eaſt Both- 
nia Admirable Management of a Farmer — 
A Swediſb Cir Aer Fae. Coun f 
| Nitor—Wyburg. 


_ 1 
„ 


1 LEFT Raversburg the 6th, ſetting « out 


for Hernoſand on the Baltic, in the pro- 
vince of Angermania, the e Gxty miles, 


which took me two days, through a country 


very much like that about M. de Verſpot, but 


very differently cultivated : ſpots ip the vales | 
were occupied by peaſants, who all ſeemed to 
be little farmers, but they had nothing that 


ſtruck me in their management. 2 | 
is a ſmall iſland in the gulf; it is the capital 


of the province, and has a little trade in iro! 


and timber, and is a port to which ſome in 
craft come, that ply backwards and forwards 


from Stockholm. It might be of very reat 
advantage, that ſo large a part of this king- 


dem 1 is een on the Baltic, and ſurrounds 
_ the 


"8 WE 5 * N. „ 
en 01 Bothnia in ſuch a manner, that a 
quick and eaſy communication is kept up be. 
tween province and province, and between 
hem all and the capital. T Khow' of ſcarcely 

any country that has the advantage of fi 
navigation as this s gülf, which is furrounded 
e many provinces. n 200) V F „e i 


The PA I reached Scenſio, a little village 


on LI * of the e gulf, the inhabitants of 
ort Hm — . by filhing ; 


: ty brit "= 1 1 are ſome ſt | . 
weich, when aeg 1 . | . and 


| — xnd | in balls of Att bread} 


un Feldene dier. They Rive bur eile ide 
of pak tree here; which would make one 

think Meat it . — carrit 
village | 
| mig = 


nm pe rye as à trade hides 


volt The . 


_ cellar ante in art of Bi 
2 wech eee 


dee wege Len Se conception of. | 
Tei husband). 70 Hümti TH or fif nn 
them; mol of ttlekr loathing is their 


manufacture; many of them "wear wooden 


| ſhoes of their Are 22 fot 12 at ſalt 
Vor. H. "I l 


ng inixed with & portiof oF ble ned K 
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et ron, In order to Pacer eas 
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 fome, brandy. are the, chief articles chat many 
of: them. purchaſe.— This was a journey of 
near forty, miles. The gth I went near as far 
to get to Grunſud : the country is chiefly peo- 
pled with fiſhermen, but they have more cul- 
ture among them than in that of yeſterdays 
route. Many of them have little farms, and 
ſeem to be much more at their eaſe than thoſe 
that are mere fiſhermen. From this place to 
Una in Weſt Bothnia, at the diſtanee of ie» 
venty miles, took, me a day and a half 
| ecuntry is pretty well aultivated. I 
che houſe of a peaſant, who. had, a {wall; farm 
of his own, and is, I believe, the moſt: 
tented, happy man in the world. 1, offered - 
him money; but he would take none, aying, 
woot when he travelled: through my country, 
he. dared to ſay 1 ſhould. not., refuſe. him a 
night's, lodging,., and ſome victuals. The 
-boneſt man did it from a. mere principle of 
genuine. hoſpitality. Money, faid he, is of 
very little value to me ; my farm ſapplics m 
ſelf and my family with moſt neceſſaries; 
and plenty to ſell for the little We want 
do buy. He had a wife, two; ſons, and 
two daughters; and the whole family 1 
ed animated with the father's ſpitit.— There 
was a chearfulneſs, 2 health, abd an activity | 


neh happy. "The employment of 3 ol 
5 5 three 


i hand Men ach, and 
do the moſt. laborious works of the-buſbandry s, 


the women ploughed and ſowed the ground, 
and did moſt of the other buſineſs; of the. 


farm tliat was within their ſtraogth,, and ma- 


nufactured woollen clotb for allthe family. 
The ſale of. their ſuperfluities bought them 
whate ven they wanted to purchaſe, ſuch as 


ſalr. implements, ſame: linen; &. and they 
bedimoney enough always left, after paying 


their taxes; to lay up ſomething. againſt emer- 


genciss. I think this is as complaat a repre- 
OGntstien of rural: happineſs as can exiſti 
This: family has nothing to fear. They are 


gs independent 3s an abſalute menarch, and | 


Wueb: more at their caſe. It wap with plea» 


Ute and found a cottage that was the 


id in ſoch ſituations and eircumſle nos that 
 W&:thanldi loak fer bappineG:;: net in towns; 
dhe palaces of — or the ſeats, of gentle 
wen ahbt in the humbie cottager- where: no 
Pammelge ne but. That _ *dplied: is 
wilt Tio! 21 2 fot 20 
4 A bee | I arrived. the an. 1 
boy moſt conſiderable towns in Weſt Bathnies 
Id: is. ſituated on a very fint large river, which 


* 


Poren Ir antetecd inta-che particulars- of their 


ant reſidence of peace and content. It 
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: thips, and the place has a pretty briſk. trade 
in timber, iron, pitch, tar, &c. And 3 
two or three merchants, of large property, to 
whom ſeveral ſhips belong, they carry on 
here a trade with Holland and England, load- 
ing out with the products of the countries 
around the gulf, and bringing home a great 
variety of commodities, which they ſell in all 
the ports around the Baltic; in Sweden, Ruſſia, — 
Livonia, Poland, Pruſſia and Germany. It is 
ol very great advantage to a town to be inha- 
bited by a few ſuch extenfive traders ; forthe 
profits center in it; they employ their tow 
men in their ſhipping, and export much more 
products than would be done if it were not 
for them. Theſe merchants alſo much enrich 
the place by their ſfrip- building; for they 
have never leſs than three or four on the ſtocks 
at a time: theſe ſnips they ſell wherever they 
can get a market, cargo and all, which they of- 
ten do to good advantage: and this I take to be 
the moſt beneficial commerce which Sweden, 


= = -) any other country that abounds with plenty 


of naval. ſtores, can carry on; for by, building 
© ſhips for ſale, ſhe gives the laſt hand in ma- 
oufaturing all her products, and conſequently 


employs as many of her people as pofible; | 


but len my ſells the timber, iron, pitch, c. 
CO 9 
this 


” 


JJC 
this laſt profit, which is a very aw 
one. No government, therefore, can ever 


give a wiſer bounty than that of ſo much per 
ton for all ſhips built in a country; it is the 


moſt advantageous commerce her ſubjects can 
carry on. Louis XIV. was certainly well 
adviſed by Colbert to give this bounty; and it 
was attended with as-good effects as any other 
0 nen in that ſucceſsful adminiſtration. 

It took me two days to reach Scornfay, at 


thediftince of fourſcore miles. I took up my 
quarters the firſt night at a village, where, for 
the firſt time fince I have been in Sweden; I 


met with a ſet of barbarians: I could per- 


ſuade none of them to let me into their cot- 


tages ; they were ſure I was a ſpy from' the 


Muſcovites; on. what errand, or for what 


purpoſes I was come, they could not tell. 
We were now benighted, and in a road 
of which we had no good accounts 


fo 1 found 1 was very likely to - paſs 


the night on horſeback : I went from cot, 
' tage to cottage, but all were poſſeſſed of the 


fame idea, none would be hoſpitable, Gor 


ing yet further, I came to a cottage in a lonely 


ſpot; I determined here to force an en- 


trance, and ſeize the caſtle by ſtorm, in caſe 
they would not be prevailed on by fair and 
9 8 requiũiions: but * * was in vain; 
. 5 93 5 1 
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they had no room for us : tho we offered to pay 
for everything we ſhould eat and drink, and for 
our horſes, yet it hall no effect. I gave a ſignal 
(which il had explained to my ri for:one of 
them to march round, and attack the fortreſs 
in flank, white remained to ſtorm it in front. 
The plan was executed in a moment 2 I drew = 
my piſtols, præſented them to the breaſt of the 
peaſant; my men bound him hand and foot z 
and ve ſecured the wornen and children, tyigg 
all their hands behind them, and locking 
them up in à room, with the poſtilion arm- 
ed as à ſentinel over them: chen we tock 
pooſſeſſion of the manfion;ifeated/'on the coarſe 
proviſions we found; und I ſet up my bed in one 


bf the roms. I paſſeſl a good night, without 


amy alarm fromthe prifoners. In che morning 
I\fet forward vn my journey, Jeaving the in- 
hoſpitable owners uf ihe dottage bound, till 
their nrighbburs, oleſe to cheir door, and in 
ght of wd, e e ere e * 
their welk. fit 171 
Scoernſay zan Hieele u at the ke I 
Sunil, with a tiver ruming umdler its 
Walls near us large as che Thames ut Ohelſea; 


me ores ave werybolll, and albeoyetcd: with 


wood. I have ſcarcoly ſern a move romantic 
and Rriking fituarion:: darge ſhips came up 
ha a we ho at . 

© - a 
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; From * 940 theſe load timber chiefly, and 
in general for the Holland market. There 
are not any merchants of ſubſtance in the 
town; and their trade does not ſeem to be at 
all regular; ſometimes they have three or 
four veſſels in port, and they informed me, 
that, "many Oy none at OE | ng 
ſeen. | 5 

From Scornfay, two . Joutocy e 
me to Tame, through a country various 3 but 
about the villages there is in general ſome 
cultivated-land, enough to fecd and maintain 
the inhabitants, and to enable them to buy of 
the ſhipping what they wanted, which their 


own-ſoil could not furnich. Fhere are no ſhops , 


or pedlars upon this coaſt, except in the more 
confiderable towns: all the peaſants and in- 
habitants-buy. what they. want out of ſmall 
floop traders, which make annual voyages up 
the gulf of Bothnia from Stockholm. This 
place is in 65 degrees: of latitude ; and yet I per- 
eeived no change in the climate, or in the huſ- 
bendry. They cultivate the ſame plants as are 
to be ſeen to the ſouthward, and apparently with 
the ſame ſucceſs. Probably the increaſed length 
of dey, proportioned to the degree of north la- 
titude, enables them to cultivate the crops of 
the ſouthern latitudes. Barley is à tender 
Ss Wd more bene to the climate of 
D 2 N 
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Spain than any other; yet they have good 
.:crops. of barley here; and I am aſſured they 
alſo ſow it with ſucceſs in Lapland; ſo that 
theſe moſt uſeful plants are by eee 
to almoſt all countrie. 
The 26th I got to Pitha, the #5 wing near 
thirty miles, through a country in general of a 
marſhy ſoil, which ſome of the peaſants , have 
converted, by draining out ſpots into profitable 
meadows; and indeed Ihave ſeen in few places 
more induſtry than is apparent in theſe people. 
Upon the drier riſing grounds they have crops 
of turneps and Kale for their own and their 
cattle's winter proviſion, the meadows af- 
| fording them nothing at that ſeaſon. They | 
| keep large herds of ſwine, and feed them in 
winter on regular truſſes of boiled roots, 
mixed with ſmall quantities of peas; and they 
ſeem to reckon their hogs ar among me principal 
articles of their wealth. ,. _ ; 
Peitha is a pleaſant little ſea 5 zolecaile 


: well built; at which they carry on a ſmall 
cCoaſting trade, and export ſome timber, c. 
I met with a better inn here than I had done 


for a long while before, and a very civil, in- 
telligent landlord. He gave me for my ſupper 
an excellent diſh of fiſh, and a piece of very 
tender good veniſon, with ſome French wine, 
: hn: which © had drank worſe. All this made 
bens deli- 


1353 
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5 delicate fare; compared with nk I met with 
at the peaſant's ; and my reckoning was very 
zeaſonable. I asked the landlord ſome queſtions | 
about the preſent ſtate of the town; and the 
neighbouring country. He ſaid it was a poor 
town, and a ſtill poorer country ; that if it 
was not for a little ſhipping now and then. 
they would have no ſuch thing as m. 
among them. He ſaid trade declined, and 
there was no prof] pet of ſeeing things better. 
He entered into a long diſſertation upon the 
politics of the times, and was deep read, 1 a 
found, in the Stockholm gaze tte... 
My next day's journey, the ayth, was to c 
Lula, another ſea port town, ſtanding on the 
mouth of a very fine river, which is navigable 
| 2 good way, and comes far, from the inner 
parts of Lapland, &c. Here is a briſker coaſt 
trade carried on than at Pitha, becauſe the in- 
land navigation is much more conſiderable. 
They have ſhips very often from Stockholm, 
which bring various commodities in exchange 
for the products of theſe provinces, which 
conſiſt of timber, pitch and tar, and many 
furs ; which find a good market in the capi- 
tal. They are ſometimes viſited by Engliſh 
and Dutch ſhips, which they reckon highly 
advantageous to them; and from the appears . 
ance of PINT: IT: of 8 1 ſhould think 
pt 4 them 
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ſtmem very well provided for loading any ſhips 


whatever. They have one or two pretty con- 
_ fiderable merchants among them, who 
build ſhips here, then load them with 
timber, and next-ſend- ſhip and cargo to de | 

fold in Holland wpon commiſſion. The pro- 
fits of this, they ſaid, are not great; but 
when their Jeamen are out of employment, 
and they have the opportunity ef building 
| cheap, eee e en their Ry 
& The 28th I et out for Torneo, through 4 
country very wild and mountainous, with 
But few villages in it; and as 10 a gentle - 
man's ſeat, I had not ſeen one for ſeveral 


ddys. They have ſome appearance of cui. 


vation around their cottages; but it is dnl. val | 
For their own ſabſiftence : there is enough, 

however, to ſhew that, high as the HER 
ef this country is, (it is about 66 it would 
produce” 'plentifully for a numerous people; 
but it is very thinly inhabited. "Through al 
the provinces ef Sweden that I have yet tra- 
wulled, I am convinced that che principal 
eauſe of the country being ſo thinly inhabited, 
mike! ſmull number of farmers ;- there being 
aul peaſants, with land enough round their 
eottages, for the ſubfiſtence of the people 
wich them. Many of choſe little ſpots 


1 | > \ belong 
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belong to them; and none of the * ve 
one will ever brook the living in à worſe 
manner than their fathers did, which ſcems 
to be a prevalent idea amongſt them : ſo chat 
n family in this ſituation ate ſure to leave but 
one -repreſentative,. unleſs ſotme gentleman 
builds cottages, and gives away his land 
ground them, which it may eaſily be ima- 
Bined is not very common. This prevents 
marriages among the ſons ; for, as they ean- 
tot have their own cottages and lande, they 
live at home unmarried, with the brother 
who inherits: chus little or no increaſe ap- 
pens, utileſs by mere accident. But if all 
theſe pezfafts lived in hired cottages, will- 

dut any land, and the country was cultivated 
"Mi | great farmers, who could afford td paß 
thein money for their labour, ihe farmers . 
would grow ten times the produee which is 

now produced, and export all that was not 
vonfumed; Which 'wordtd be a conſtant mo- 
tive to them To increafe their buſineſs, untl of 
dure to fix their ſons in other farms. In 
; the caſes of fome parriotic perſons, who have 
made irtiprovements in husbandry, and briile 
houſes, we found, before; that the mens in- 
| Ereaſed as faſt as could be'withed. | 
Torneo ſtands better than any Vier Won | 


va the ON "The eter” Dept. NE 


Eu 


a” 
* 


* 


well built, the ſtreets broad and ſtraight, and 
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is not inconſiderable in furs, ſome of which 
are very valuable. It lies near three con- 
Aderable rivers, which flow through all Swe» 


Lapland, and opens a ſmall commerce 


| 2 Norway and Muſcovite Lapland ; ſo that 


at Torneo I found more ſhipping than I had 
ſeen at any place I had lately been at on this 
Tea. Ships come from Stockholm hither, 
laden with all ſorts of neceſſaties far theſe 
northern provinces, and carry their products 

back in return. Hence the town is tolerablß 


very well paved, and ſome of the merchants, 
of which there are a good number, very rich. 
They build ſhips, and fit them out on trading 
voyages, and make every effort to em ploy 
| their money ſo as it may bring in good i in 
tereſt; but, with all their endeavours, they 
are not able to increaſe the trade of the place, | 
further than what the ſame men would carry 
Dana other; which is owing to a want 
population, and wealth in the country be- 
I 7 them; ſo chat they are much limited in 5 
the commodities they export, and. alſo.in the. 
| quantity. of thoſe they import, And in 
it is generally found that agriculture, well 
purſued, muſt increaſe the people very much; 
manufactures will next ariſe, ta ſatisfy their ? 
greate d i and been comes oommerce, 
| to 


2 
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to ſupply the reſt. This is the natural chain, 
and it is in vain to mm po eee or rever - 
5 31 11 Wr Pente, aud Wann 1 c- 
rannum, a little town on the coaſt, which is 
ſubſiſted chieffy by fiſhing. The inhabitants 
in the moſt northerly parts of the two Both= 
nia's' have a different appearance from the 
| Swedes in the ſouthern provinces of the king= 
dom; they are: leſs informed, of a ſhorter 
ſtature, and more irregular in their dreſs, 
many of them ſewing together the ſſcins of 
foxes, and other wild creatures, whoſc furs 
are not of value, and make their cloathing in 
à much rougher and more ordinary manner; 
nor are they ſo intelligent or comprehenſive; 
| but they are a very fimple and harmleſs peo- 
ple, and appear to be very humane. I found 
moſt of them exccedingly ' reſpectful and 
civil. Their ordi inary faluation is not bow- 
| ing, like the Swedes in other parts: theſe 
countrymen take hold of your right-hand; and 
Hay it over their left, making ſtrange faces at 
the ſame time. The next town, of the leaſt 
conſequence, is Salo, Which carries on a 
very ſmall trade, they informed me; the dif- 
tance is near eighty miles, which I performed 
in two days. And here let me ſay a word of 

two in praile of he little Dalecarnian horſes, 
R which 


1 
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whieh have brought me with ſuch expeditioſt 
through ſome of the moſt dangarous roads in 

Europe, and without having once failed us; tho 
ix in number; and 1 chink they look as well, 

as before they ſet out on a journey of ſo many 
hundred miles. I have ſo great à value for 
them, that I am determined to earty them ta 


England; and L am now ſo acauſtomed to the 


hard exerciſe of riding thirty or forty miles a 
wo TO 1 fes! not 155. lenſt Ancebenienan 
— ad: 19 to Salo-4: the country 
theough which F travelled not mountainous: 
being in general @ plain, riſiag into ſmall 
bills 3 much of it well cultivated, 3 and, what 
ſurpriged me, by. farmers. who hire of the 
| landlards conſiderable tracks of land: their 
chief riches are cattle; they. have large droves 
of black cattle, many ſheep, and numerous 
berds of hogs. The method. in which theſe 
farmers pay their labourers, the peaſants, is 
in kind : thoſe. who attend the. ſheep, have. a 


many kept for them with the. farmer's; the 


Hogs the ſame ; and che men who take, gate of 
the, cattle have fome Sus kept. for them. 
The. landlords rent is paid in corn and. cattle, 
All-this is neeeflary, in a country where,mo- 
ney is amazingly ſcarce. They ſaw. wheat, 
rr e en of, grain, pale gn 
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Wots, mhich I have ſeen in other 8 
den; tho 1 do not think their crops; are ſo 
good as in mountainous tracks 3 which L ap» 
prehend is for want of equal heker, and the 
ſoil not being ſo good as in ſmall vales, that 
receive the waſh. of many mountains- The 
turnep and carrot crops, with fields of kale, 
they cultivate, L Was informed, more to the 
north than any place where 1 have heens 
ich ſhews how valuable. thaſe plants ace 
or ſupporting themſelves and their cattle. 
There art ſame ſhip loads of different ſorts x 
proviſions, that go every ſummer from Sala, 
has and; the ſouthern; parts of the 


Baltic they do not get mavey, in return, bus 
ſuch mannfactures and 


want. mnt 27 41 | 
My next route was e "aaa 2 line fea 
| port town, with ſome trifling commerce, near 
ninety miles from Salo. I did not get there 
till che 5th, twice taking up my lodging with 
very hoſpitable farmers. One of them, at a 
little. village called Koninglens, was. much ſu- 
perior in his ideas, and in his husbandry, to 
any thing I had ſeep of late; and this was a 
pleaſing. circumſtance to me, as I got to his 
houſs early in the afternoon. I. took a walk 
with him through, the fields neareſt. % his 
c and the wenne ke Save me ap- 


peared 
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peared very rational. "Hi 18 crops were all very 


fine” and clean; and J obſerved that his corn 


fields were very numerous, and of large ex- 


tent, ſpreading over ſeveral Hills within fight; 


the fize of his farm exceeding in the whole a 
thouſand” acres, and a great portion of it un- 


der culture. He gets two quarters of wheat 


an acre, and ſometimes more, three quarters 
of batley and beans, and ſometimes four of 
rops all appeared very. 
al other 
farms in the neighbourhood, and that all of 
them belonged to the baron Bothmer, Who 


oats ; and his root cre 
good. He told me there were ſeve 


reſided conſtantly at Stockholm; that money 


was ſo ſcarce in this country, that the other 


tenants paid the agent in kind for rent; but 


he finding that this was a great loſs to them, 


From the low prices at which the products were 


reckoned, thought of paying in money; and 
this he planned, "Frum having once uſed the 


fea.” All the products of their farms were at 


double the price, at Stockholm, to what the 
landlords agents allowed for them. This i in- 
duced him to buy a floop of fifty tons, and to 
hire a couple of ſailors,” to try a voyage to 
Stockholm in September, carrying a loading 
of wheat, barley, pork, beef, mutton, wool, 


ew :&c. and made it up with timber. The 
| 3 he could wich: he 
N 1 5 kept 


— 
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kept his ſloop, perſuaded one of che ſailors 
to live with him on ſhore as well as aboard, 


and made an annual trip upon the ſame buſi- 
neſs for ſeveral years, paying his rent in mo- 


ney. He found this ſcheme ſo very advanta- 


geous that, as his huſbandry increaſed, by 


improving the bad and waſte lands of his 
farm, he found he could load his veſſel twice 
with the marketable produce of his farm, 
beſides what he diſpoſed of in the neighbour- 
hood; and he has now increaſed it to three 
voyages, which he makes regularly every 


year, and he himſelf ſells the cargo. He has 


built a kind of ſhed over a dry dock, where 
he lays up his ſloop, and is very careful of her. 
She will not hold out many years longer; how- 
ever he propoſes buying one of 80 or 100 

tons, finding the method he purſues of ſo much 


. conſequence to his profit; for this ready ſale 


of his products enables him every year to 
make i improvements. He has, ſince he ated 
thus, improved a piece of the waſte belonging 
to his farm every year 3 which he will conti- 
nue to do, until all is in culture. I ſhould ob- 


ſerve, that his farm lies remarkably well for 


executing this work; for it is all on the ſea 
coaſt ; and there is a ſmall creek runs up 
into a pent near his houſe, which has depth 
of water ſufficient for a ſhip of ene hun- 
Vor. UI. | E dred 
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30 T RAVE LS THROUGH. 
dred tons; but at the fame time that he en- 
joys this advantage, there are hundreds of 
other farms, equally well ſituated, around the 
gulf of Bothnia, whereof the farmers have no 
notion of making ſuch an uſe. ' 
I muſt remark, that this inſtance is a proof, 
-among many others of a different nature; of 
the great conſequence of a regular market 
For the farmer in all countries to depend upon. 
This active and enterprizing man ſtruck out 
fo original a way of diſpoſing of his products, 
merely for want of a market at home: had he 
- been poſleffed of that, he eertainly would not 
have been at the expence of finding one at ſo 
great a diſtance. Thus improvements in huſ- 
bandry are not at their higheſt value, nor 
indeed can be undertaken in their due extent, 
without a market for the products ſo raiſed 
being gained. There are many ways of obtain- 
ing it: the increaſe of population, cauſed by 
the improvements, takes ſome; manufactures, 
Zo the full amount of the people's wants, pro- 
vide more months, which carry off another 
large portion ; and then commerce muit be 
brought in, to carry off the remainder ; firſt, 
by the number of people the fixes on the ſpot ; 
and ſecondly, by exportation: then the having 
gained a full market for all that can be pro- 
e is ſuch an . to the claſs 
pit. 3 8 +3:2 15 Who 


— 


FFF 

who cultivates the ſoil, that * vil — 
rily carry their improvements very far: Not 
fo far however as they are capable of going, 
without being puſhed on by eneouragement 
and example from thoſe above them. Of this 
truth ſee inſtances every day, in the countries 
beſt peopled, and in general beſt cultivated, 
and where all the products of the lands ſell 
at as high prices as any where elſe. Thus in 
England, what conſiderable tracks of land 

are at this day as wild as if they were in the 
latitude of Lapland, and amounting, accord- 
ing to the accounts of many knowing per- 
ſons, to a ſeventh part of the kingdom? With 
us no encouragements, no markets are want- 
ing. What therefore ſhould be the reaſon of 
ſuch a ſtrange neglect ? It can be owing to 
nothing but the ignorance and obſtinacy of 
. our lower ſort of people, who will not be 
perſuaded that 'any land can be good for uſe 


that was not - cultivated by their forefathers ; 


and this ſupineneſs we find amongſt men who 

ſhew themſelves ſo well qualified in the ma- 
nagement of land already in culture. There- 
fore, as none of theſe motives are ſtrong 
enough for bringing into cultivation the waſte 
lands of any country, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that public laws and private endeavours be 
an to co-operate ; which cannot be done, 

5 E 2 1 


— 


without making it the intereſt of landlords to 


laws, then to aboliſfr all ſuch antient cuſtoms, 
and allow every man to ineloſe, and do what 
he thought beſt with every part of his own 


on all men to a vigorous reſolution to improve 


2 'of Sweden, have met with more inſtances of 


farmer in queſtion. This kingdom has a vaſt 
Line of coaſt, numerous bays,” gulfs that jet 
far into the provinces,” with very many navi- 
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undertake and encourage improvements, be- 
yond that ſtanding intereſt which the profit 
of the work always carries with it: for in- 
ſtance, it might be adviſable to lay heavy 
taxes upon waſte lands, as long as they con- 
tinued uncultivated; and in caſe any old cuf- 
toms or rights, fuch as that of commonage 
upon them, fhould obſtruct ſuch beneficial 


property. There are many other means which 
might be put in execution, in order to puſh 


the waſtes belonging to them; and if the ſub- 
ject was conſidered with any degree of atten- 


tion, numerous methods might be ſound 22 | 


effeQuially anſwering the purpoſe? :. | 
It is very ſurpriſing that 1 ſhould not, * 
travelling ſo many miles upon the ſea coaſts 


this penetration than the fingle one of the 


gable rivers ;_ and at the ſame time that theſe 
| rtunities are ſo abundant, a vaſt track of 
. — v adjacent to N in the higheſt 

| _ want 
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want of them, and to which FR. wank * 
of ſuch uſe as to advance the value of the 
lands very conſiderably. - Surely this ſhould 
be a very great motive to all the land- 
lords upon theſe coaſts, who reſide upon their 
eſtates, to put in practice means ſo much at 
their ee of Perf the ng of 
| ws „ s 27 
Nicarlby is a W 95 no great bade 
tion. They told me, it was once a town 
that carried on a great trade; but when the 
Ruſſians over - run the province, they burnt it 
to the ground, and quite ruined ſeveral of the 
greateſt merchants in it; ſince which it has 
never recovered its trade, the commerce at 
preſent: carried on here not being at all conſi- 
derable. It is not however badly built, and 
the ſtreets are regular. The church is ſmall, 
but very neat. They have a triſſing manufac- 
ture of very coarſe woolen goads, far the 
ſupply of the neighbouring country; but it 
eta not en to de in a sine fituar 
ion. n #3} 2# £5 COLE 
$5 The 6th I 0 ta i az little. town 
con the gulf, with an exceeding good port, and 
_ atolerably built quay, which is the only good 
i ſtreet i in the town. There is a little trade 
upon the coaſt, and ta Stockholm, Which 
* e of timber. There are not 
9 E 3 13 5 above 
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abo ſrven or eight hundred fouls in the 
place; and it appears to be but a poor one. 
Waſſay, which 1 reached the 5th, is a place 
of greater note; it has more trade; and ſe- 
veral merchants, tolerably wealthy, inhabit it, 
who haue ſhips of their own, in which they 

export large quantities of timber; but they 
want a home demand, to load their veſſels back 
again ; for the country behind the town, after 
a few miles, is one continued foreſt, | without 
any cultivated ſpots or villages, and reaches 
from hence quite to the white ſea, through 
feveral Ruſſian provinces, at tlie diſtance of 
near ſeven hundred miles, and ſcarcely any 
inhabitants to be found the whole way. I 
came accidentally by this knowledge; for, 
Juſt after I had ordered ſupper, the landlord 
of the inn came in to inform me, that in the 
next room were a ſet of gentlemen of the 
ton, aſſembled at a club, who, underſtand- 
ing there was a ſtranger in the houſe 
ſent their compliments to him, inpiting 
him to ſpend the evening with them. 1 
 thought-T might as well make myſelf ac- 
Auainted with a Swediſh club, and therefore 
returned for anſwer, that I ſhould be very 
Happy in waiting on them; but it was my 
een not e ee lere Maſt 
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had no interpreter but my ſervant. - They re- 
plied, that if I underſtood French, they 
had one among them who could converſe 
with me; if not, deſired I would bring my 
interpreter. | This was very well; ſo I went 
to them, and, upon my entering the room, 
they all aroſe, and received me after the man- 
ner of the country. There were nine of 
them one, who ſeemed to be the principal 
man amongſt them, and who was the gentle- 
man chat underſtood the French language, 
was à very corpulent man, who complained 
found he was a merchant in the town, who 
had formerly been captain of a merchantſhip.; 
and I obſerved that they gave him the title of 
Captain, by way of honour; tho 1 ſhould 
have thought it, for a man of property, ra- 
Gy a ater He was about fifty. years old, 
4 lively, talkative fellow, had 5 
| amo every. part af t the world; and a8 ſuch 

extenſiye travelling, tho' aboard a merchant 
(hips) i is very uncommon, in the remote pro- 
yinces of Sweden, I perceived they conſidered 
bim almoſt as an oracle, and gave way to his 

opinion in moſt points. He craved my name, 
my gountry, and my buſineſs 1 in Sweden, tho 
in. gogd-natured Way. Upon my ſatisfying 
him in all theſe aer, and his l 
1 | E 4 Bis 
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his friends of it, I found I gained much in all 
_ their good graces, by thinking their country 
worth viewing thro' curioſity. The reſt of 
the company appeared to he merchants, cap- 
tains of ſhips, and the better ſort of ſhop- 
keepers, but all decently. and neatly dreſſed, 
and ſeemed, from the manner in which things 
were conducted, to be people of ſubſtance. 
The worſt of their company was their pipes; 
they all ſmoaked tobacco inceſſantly ;and-as 
the room was but à ſmall one, I thought 1 
| ſhould have been ſuffocated at firſt. They 
| made- many inquiries after England, and our 
manners and cuſtoms in many particulars in 
which I ſatisfied them, much to their appa- 
rent entertainment. I, in my turn, queſtion- 
ed them about the manufactures and com- 
merce of their town and neighbourhood, and 
they gave me an account of every thing 
they Sould, and I believe a very juſt one: | 
They ſaid the trade of their town was at a 
very low ebb; that it was too inconſiderable 
| A place, and the country around it too thinly 
habited, | to furniſh much trade; but 
that they traded a good deal all around the 
Aale being ſatisfied with commerce where- 
ever they found it; that they generally load- 
ed timber for England or Holland, and then 
= a freight to where-ever they could ; /if not 


3 7 . on 


on the RF: ni ons to 3 whey on 
the timber, yet on their own, by taking in a 
£argo of ſuch goods as they could get off at 
- ſome port or other in the Baltic, and neyer lo- 
fig any opportunity ta ſell ſhip and all. This 
commerce, on an average of ſeven years, pays, 
they aſſured me, very poor interęſt for their 
money: now and then they meet with lucky 
voyages, that anſwer greatly; but ſametimes | 
they are | fofced to go from port to port, in 
England aud Holland, before they can ſell a 
cargo, and perhaps: at laſt, after a great loſs 
af time, under prime coſt! and charges; 
ſo that they ſhould not make ſuch ventures, 
were it not that all their trade depends upon 
keeping ſome ſhipping in motion, by forcing 
things in this manner. The moſt profitable 
4 part of theſe voyages is the ſale of the ſhip, 
when it happens, and that they endeavour to 
puſh as much as poſſible, tho at low prices, 
in order to keep: their ſhip carpenters toge· 
ther, by finding them conſtant work,. One 
vf them ſaid, Ah! Sir, we muſt be very 
induſtrious, through a long life, before 
dan makbuinizllformne: pang indeed, from 
tlie er of t their trade, I thought 
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5 brie or two of very coarſe” wobllens, for the 
vear; and that was carried i merely 
becauſe'of imported goods of that fort being 
prohibited, tho" they could buy them in Eng- 
fluand and ſell them at Waſſay much cheaper than 
their own manufacturers could make them. 
But, ſaid they, trade is ſhackled and deſtroyed 
bythe regulations, prohibitions and laws lately 
made; ſo that if our governors go on much long- 
er as they have done of late, we ſhall have no 

| trade at all not a ſhip to navigate. We could 
ger eargtes of many ſorts of goods in Eng- 
land, that would go off well in Sweden, but 
2 * ohibited; and for no good reaſon; 

| ould not pay for them with money; 

1 — get all with timber; iron, pitch, tar, - 
and hemp. This would keep our ſhips em- 

ployed whereas your countrymen; finding 
| that we do not take your goods, go to 
; the Danes and the Muſcovites. And for 
that matter who can blame you The _ 

is all in our government. 

T ceuld not help ſmiling at the warmth i! 

the honeſt merchant! who'faid this; no on 

what I have at various times heard, fince I 

left: Stockholm, Pemuſt confefs Ido not ſce 

=. the policy of the laws in relation to trade, 

= he mage erg See +4 3 in Sweden. 
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rarely a falſe one, to judge by. It may be 


| Haig; that theſe traders and captains viſibly 


concern themſelves with. nothing mote than 
getting freights for their ſhips, and were 
like any trade, however detrimental to the 
kingdom, provided it anſwered their A 
But in reply to this, it might be obſerved, 
that the ſtate of the caſe in queſtion ſtrikes 
out all ſuch ſuppoſitions ; for they wanted to 
trade to a country, againſt whom the-balance 
always was, in every period of the mutual 
commerce; conſequently a f fafe and an advan- 
tageous trade, upon the very appearance of it. 
They alſo wanted to load their ſhips out, as 
Well as home, being equally deſirous of carry- 
ing out their own products, 2 as bringing home 
our. manufactures. At the ſame time that 
theſe unfavourable circumſtances appear, the 
navigation of Sweden is enlarged, and the moſt 
valuable part of all her manufactures,  ſhip- 
building, extended: fo that her eagerneſs to 
make her ſubjects manufacture every thing 
for themſelves, was aiming at an impoſſibi- 
 Hity, and being, in all dhe lutermediuto en 
en too precipitate. 
Upon my enquiring 0 Kite of * 
country to the caſt of Waſſay, they told me 
it was one unbounded and almoſt uninhabited 
* that uo cultivation” was to be met 
> = with, 
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with, till I came to the Province of Savolaxia, 


and that nine villages out of ten in that coune 
vy were deſtroyed. by the Ruſſians, and the 
people carried off, and ſettled in waſte tracks 

in Ingria and Carelia,.. where they were ſo 

: poll treated afterwards, having good lands 
given to every family, houſes built for them, 
and furniſhed); . cattle given them and im- 
: plements to cultivate. the ground with, and 
at the ſame: time no taxes taken of them; 
that they found themſelyes happier under the 
KRuſſian deſpotiſm than under their own, free 
government; and, as a proof of this, they 
| have, drawn away whole | villages from our 
provinces. Upon my  enquiring. if it was 
owing to any evils attending the cli mate of 
ſioil, or its products, that ſuch. a v t country 
was in ſo wild a ſtate; they replied, that, on 
the contrary, it was a country which would 

3 ſupport. very numerous inhabitants; for the 
ſoil in the vales, and upon the gentle hills, 
was ſuppoſed. to be equal to any in Sweden 


and that they had lands: much more to the 


northa i in a ſtate of proſi table culture ; that 
the foreſts are full of very fine timber, which | 
Would aſſiſt the inhabitants conſiderably in all 
their undertakings: In a word, that much af 
it Was à very deſirable e a 
little beſides people to inhabit it. 
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This inſtance of ſo large a Print of country 
being uninhabited, and the emigrations to 
Ruſſia, I muſt own, made a ſtronger impreſ- _ 
ſion on me in disfavour of the preſent go- 
vernment, than all the circumſtances I had 
heard before; for I take it to be, of all others; 
the ſtrongeſt proof in the world, that there is 
an eſſential miſchief preying in the vitals 
of a country, when its inhabitants leave 
it, to ſettle in the lands of other potentates. 
Men, who are brought up to the arts, 
to commerce, and are the inhabitants of 


towns, often emigrate, without a country ' 


being in any reſpe on the decline, and even 
without its being a ſign of any evil in the | 
government; becauſe there are always unquiet 
ſpirits, and broken fortunes, in thoſe claſſes, 
that will ever be rambling : but for the pea- 
ſants to'find their lot ſo hard, as to quit the 
country of their fathers, from a proſpect of 
meeting with a better fate in another, and 
even in an enemy's country, is perhaps, of al! 
other | proofs that could be brought, the 
ſtrongeſt, to ſhew that a een is very | 
Roe or very badly adminiſtred. N 
One in the company upon fan ws ſolli- 
citous in theſe enquiries after theſe tracks of 
_ waſte country, ſaid, . If you are a gentle- 
man 0 oa in theſe. Ga you may 
; = Con- 
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convince yourſelf of it: I have à finall eſtate 


on the north point of the Holla lake, where 


ate a family or two 1 have ſettled on it; Fnow | 
and then take an excurfion thither, for the 
amuſement of ſhooting and fiſhing ; if you 
will accompany me thither, I will attend you, 
and perhaps I may ſhew ſome ſporting you 
will ke. I thanked him for this offer, which 
pleaſed me, on the firſt mention of it, but 
told him that I feared I ſhould be troubleſome 
to him in it; and that if he did not undertake | 


„ journey ſoon, it would not be in my 


power to accept the kind offer, becauſe I was 
under a neceflity of travelling ſome hundreds 
of leagues before winter. My good-natured 
Swede : anſwered, that my company, ſo far 
from being a trouble, would be a Pleaſure to 
— 3 he would ſet out as ſoon as 1 
as the time was perfectly equal to 

I that his friend Mr. Schronburn (in the 

| 3 was to go with him, and he be- 
* Heved ſetting out ſoon would fuit him too; 
which being aſſented to, the gth in the 
morning was fixed for our departure. Upon 
my faying that I was bound for Petersburg, 
they informed me that I might habe the 
choice of two roads; either acroſs Swediſh Fin - 
land to Abo, if I wanted to fee that province; 
N ta the _ of Finland to Pe- 
terſburg; 
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_ terſburgz. or elſe that I might firike down 

ſouth-cafſt to Wyburg, and ſo to Peterſhurg, 
which would be a very ſhort cut. This I 
ſaid I would conſider of. I asked Mr. Hir- 
zel (for that was the name of the merchant 
who made me the offer) how many miles it 
Was to his eſtate ? e ſaid, about one hun- 
dred and twenty, which would be near three 
days journey, if I was well mounted. He 
ſaid thete was a cottage, about fotty miles 
from Wafſlay, where we could lodge the firſt 
night; but that the ſecond mult be ſpent on 
our horſes, for there were: no more houſes. 
This is no great Dae in a clickage 
tes has ſuch long days. 

This point being Gita; n we RFF PA in 
our converſation, . and ſupper relieved me for 
a time from the efluyia of their pipes. They 

had ordered the beſt entertainment the town 

could afford: the fiſh was the principal, and 
the beſt part; there was alſo. wild fowl and 
veniſon:-: The wines were tolerable, ſome 
from Spain, but chiefly Rheniſh ; however, 
there were-three or four in the company that 
ſeeined to pay their addteſſes to a bottle of 

brandy, more than to any other liquor for 
they had drank it ſeveral turns; as if it was 
a common beverage: : All the people in theſe 
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_ |  , Apirituous liquors: -the ſeverity of a long wins 
- ter leads them into it ſo much, that they do 
nct eaſily leave it off in the ſummer, and the 
exceſs to which they carry it is very prejudicial 
to their health. After ſupper they all took to 
5 their pipes again, to my no ſmall mortifica- 
'- __ tion; and puſhing the bottle about pretty 
5 brickly,. they were not long - altogether fo 
clear - headed as I could have wiſhed: for, in 
order to have gained. ſome more intelligence. i 
As it was ſettled that I ſhould. be in town 
all the next day, the principal among them, 
the captain, invited me to dine with him, 
and at the ſame time asked as many of the 
company as their avocations would allow. I 
8 accepted his invitation, and went accordingly, 
au found a company of fix or ſeven; among 
r was a clergyman, an elderly man, of 
9 agreeable aſpect; as he did not under- 
tand French, I Was ſome time with but little 
| converſation with him; but he asking me if 
© ſpoke Latin, 1 was taken by ſur prize, and 
after a little confuſion, recollected myſelf 
enough to carry on à tolerable converſation 
With him afterwards, and found him a ſen- 
fible, modeſt man. I asked him his opinion 
| | of the preſent: ſtate of Sweden, mentioni 
= hat had been told me the night before. He 
„„ * account was ee, a8 0 
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all uber er I replied, laws that were ge- 
neral muſt generally affect the whole king- 
dom, and be equal every where; he ſaid no; 
that there were great exceptions in many 
inſtances in favour of the nobility, and their 
lands. Upon my mentioning the ſubſtance 
of ſome converſations I had had with a noble- 
man of Stockholm (meaning Baron Miſtler), 
he ſaid that it was partly true, but moſtly in 
reference to the nobility; and aſſured me 
that in ſeveral inſtances Sweden wasin a very 
indifferent condition. 

Part of this (as I juſt now edc is, I 
believe, true; and, as have elſewhere obſerved, 
there is alſo great appearance of general good 
in the regulations and laws lately made for 
the encouragement of uſeful undertakings; 
and, what is of yet more conſequence, the 
appearance of the peaſants, &c. and the eaſy 
manner in which they live, and through moſt 
of the provinces on the other ſide the gulf of 
Bothnia, is a ſtrong preſumption that there i is 
no great degree of oppreſſion among them. 
Therefore, the bad ſtate of affairs in the 
eaſtern provinces, muſt be owing in ſome mea« 
ſure at leaſt to ſome local cauſes, that have 
not a general effect. In this I was the more 
confirmed from mentioning the very bad ap- 
E the emigration of the peaſants in the 
"Ob, 1h. * provinces 
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provinces adjoining the Ruſſians made, which 


. lookedlikea very tyrannical government; ; that, 


he ſaid, was not ſo ſtrong ani inſtance as it 
might ſeem ; for he believed they did not fo 
- much fly from oppreſſion or want at home, as 
to temptation abroad; for the Ruffians had 
emiſſaries conſtantly among them, promifing - 
mountains of rewards to all thoſe that would 
ſettle in Ruſſia; and as they fully performed 


| every thing to many of the firſt emigrants, 


it induced numbers to follow their example: 


a muſt allow that the encouragement 


given by the Ruſſians was ſo much greater 
than it was poſſible they ſhould well receive 
in their own country, without having every 
: thing in it reverſed; that they were really 
bribed away, in hopes that the fame of their 


treatment would occaſion a continual increaſe 


in their numbers, which has certainly taken 
place; though the emigrants, I am informed, 
do not receive the ſame encouragement as for- 
merly. Therefore, in this inſtance, the de- 
populations of our provinces is not to be attri- 


buted to any active evil at home, but to the 


artful ſuggeſtions of a very cunning neigh- 
bour.—l replied, that it was very bad pa 
in the government to allow of ſuch emig 

tions; that they ſhould have ſtopped them by 
h . if a * law would not ws had 
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the effect. —He agreed in this, but ſaid that 
if the emigrating peaſants lived not upon the 
eſtates of the nobility, they cared very little 
about their ſtaying in Sweden, or going to 
Ruſſia: the worthy clergyman further obſer- 
ved, that there was not in theſe frontier pro- 
vinces one paſtor to ten flocks; ſo that the 
people had never an opportunity of being in- 
formed in any reſpect of what they owed to 
their native country. 

My friend the Captain, who had 240 the 
entertainment, obſerved that all this was very 
true; but that the origin of their evils was 
ſuffering the Muſcovites to conquer the Pro- 
vinces around the gulf of Finland; for that 
brought them a neighbour that could not but 
_ prove deſtructive in every reſpect. When that 

nation was ſhut out from the Baltick, Sweden 
poſſeſſed moſt of the export trade which the 
no enjoys on that ſea; and he juſtly obſerved 
that this was owing altogether to the miſ- 
_ chiefs row on his country by that madman 
Charles XII. This was a propoſition that 
nobody could contradict; for the truth of it 
was evident: but I remarked that Sweden 
had enough left to catry her, to a much higher 
pitch of wealth and proſperity than ſhe at pre- 


ſent enjoyed; her buſineſs therefore was not 


to ene what could not be recalled, but to do 
| E wWhat- 
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whatever her preſent ſituation demanded to 
make amends for paſt failures. They all ſeem- 
ed much more to wiſh than to expect this. 
The next morning I ſet out for Mr. Hir- 
zel's territory, having inſiſted upon providing 
my baggage, horſes, &c. the neceſſary provi- 

ions for the whole j journey, which I thought : 
was the leaſt I could do in return for their 
civility: Both Mr. Hirzel and Mr. Schorn- 
brun were mounted on little horſes like mine, 
which they here call North- country horſes. 
For a few miles from Waſſay, the country is 
partly cultivated; that is, you here and there 
ſee a village, with ſome cultivated lands about 
It ; but they are thinly ſcattered : and we pre- 
ſently got into the wilds, wherein is no appear- 
ance of any inhabitants; and this continued 
through the whole day's journey of forty miles, 
till we came to a miſerable cottage, which is 
a kind of ſtragler from a neighbouring village, 
which is half depopulated. The country is 
chiefly compoſed of one continued foreſt, the 
trees of which are of a very fine and beauti- 
ful growth. I was curious to take notice of 
the appearance which the land carries in the 
tracks where it is clear of timber, and found 
that it is in general covered with a toler- 
able graſs; and the ſoil is a good. rich colour- 
ed loam, tending to a clay; but in ſome parts 
ey 7 evidently much ſuperior to that of 
many 
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many places in Sweden which aremoſt profitably 
cultivated. It was therefore extremely plain, 
that it was not a fault in the country, which 
has been the occaſion of its deſolate ſtate. 
The few incloſures around the cottage were 
a proof alſo of this; for although the peaſant 
did not ſeem to be one of the moſt induſ- 
trious ; yet he had very good crops of barley - 
and oats, and alſo of turneps, and he had a 
herd of cows which fed upon the waſte, with 
a parcel of young cattle, none of which ſeem- 
ed in their _ to Meets; of, mn pa 
e | 


I ſet my bed 1 in HE ſame room in which 


my fellow-travellers made theirs, of clean 


ſtraw, upon which they ſeemed to repoſe as 
well as on any down; which was not the 
worſe for an hearty ſupper we had made on 


. fiſh:and ham; and they paid their reſpects 


pretty moderately to the brandy and the wine 
| Thad brought, which, with a continual ſmoak- 
ing, ſeemed to paſs away the evening much 
to their ſatis faction. The next morning we 
continued our journey, through a wild coun- 
try, which I ſhould apprehend muſt have been 
once tolerably inhabited; for we had a great 
road all the way, though overgrown witk 
graſs and weeds, but ſaw not the leaſt appear- 
ance of any habitation. The timber in this 
＋ 3 region 
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region is very fine, and in vaſt quantities, 
and the ſoil in moſt places rich and deep: it 
is impoſſible but a good government actively 
exerted, might people ſuch tracks of country, 
ſo very defirable, compared with many others, 
well ſtocked with inhabitants. We rode 
about thirty miles; and then, alighting, turn- 
ed our horſes to graze; and, ſpreading our cloth 
and proviſions on a dry green bank, well 
ſheltered with wood, by the fide of a ſtream, 
we made an hearty meal, and reſted ourſelves 
about four hours, all of us getting a nap 
for refreſhment : we then ſet forward at an 
caſy pace; and, travelling through the twilight, 
we reached the banks of the great lake, on 
which my friend's plantation is, about n 
o'clock at noon. of the 11th, . 
The country here is very fine. The ke 
is a noble one, of a varying breadth, from 
three to more than twenty miles over; and 
the length is above an hundred ; there are 
numerous iſlands in it, ſome of them two or 
three miles broad, and many others leſs. At 
the northern point of it, is one of theſe iſlands, 
about two miles from the main land, which 
is a, part of Mr. Hirzel's poſſeſſion. We came 
down to a few cottages on the ſhore, which 
he has built, and where a ſloop lies always in 
| ne to dale him over; into this we got, 
ES Tn $ 
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leaving our horſes in a barn by the cottage, 
and taking all our baggage with us in the veſ- 
ſel. In eroſſing the water, I was much de- 
lighted with the views; the hills in ſome 

places riſe very boldly from the lake, which 
Has a beautiful effect, as the whole country is 
covered with thick woods. The iſland is 
four miles long, and three broad, conſiſting of 
various land, but in general high and dry, and 
moſt of it a wood: Mr. Hirzel built a ſmall 
houſe here, of four rooms on a floor, having 
two tolerable parlours, and the whole neatly 
furniſhed : in it we found a ſervant and his 
family, who has the management of a ſmall 
farm: near it are barns, ſtables, and other 
offices; and four cottages, which he alſo built, 
and are inhabited by peaſants; to each of 
- whom he aſſigned a ſmall farm, which he 
obliges them to cultivate very neatly. It is 
highly neceſſary that they ſhould be good far- 
mers; for the ſubſiſtence of themſelves and 
_ cattle much depends on it, being at ſuch a 
_ diſtance from any other habitation.” Mr. Hire 
zel directs his own manager ſo, as to oblige 
him always to have good ſtore of all products 
before hand. He has a cellar well filled, 
plenty of fiſh and game at command ; and his 
farm yields him all common proviſions, with 
good fowls ; ſo that he is always ſure of find- 

DR” | F.” 8 
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ing good eating and drinking: he has a large 
a boat-houſe, under which his ſſoop can run; 
and ſeveral open boats. After dinner we took 
a walk about his farm, which ſeemed to be 
very well managed, and the crops good; at 
which I do not wonder; for the ſoil of the 
iſland is a fine black, dry, deep mold, peculiar- 
ly adapted, I ſhould ſuppoſe, for all huſban- 
dry applications. As I had expreſſed a deſire 
of ſailing a little on the lake, for the pleaſure 
of viewing the woods, Mr. Hirzel manned the 
ſloop, in the morning of the 12th; and ha- 
ving laid in a ſtock of proviſions and my bed, 
ſaid, he would make a three days voyage for 
my entertainment; he ſteered ſouth by the 
eaſt ſhore, and returned by the weſt: we made 
many leagues, having a favourable wind, gain- 
ing very near the ſouth end of the lake: no- 
| thing could be more agreeable ; the water 
beautiful, and the ſurrounding country ex- 
tremely various. We lived well; for his nets 
and hooks were excellently managed, and 
ſupplied us with many ſorts of fine fiſh in 
great perfection, which we dreſſed and eat 
| _ an admirable ſtomach. We caught one 
arp that weighed fixteen pounds, and Mr, 
Hirzel told me that he has taken them of a 
larger ſize; but they are not ſo well taſted as 
. thoſe of about fix or ſeven 3 Here are 
| 0 
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alſo pike, and tench, but not wn. to die ' 
have cat elſewhere; eels exceeding good; and a | 

_ fiſh about the ſize of a trout, and of the ſame 
| ſhape, but much ſuperior flavour, which they 
call a ſnour.—I muſt confeſs that this was one 
of the moſt agreeable voyages I had ever made. 
We had about half a day in which the wind 
being briſk, the waves ran pretty high, and 
gave us the exerciſe of beating over them. 

The 15th, Mr. Hirzel dedicated to e 
ing, for which ſport we did not go off the 
iſland; he had a leaſh of ſpaniels there that 
found us plenty of game; theſe were pheaſants 


and hares, with a few partridges; but none 


of them equal in taſte to the ſame ſorts in 
England; we had a very good day's work to | 
range about only a part of the iſland ; and, ha- 
ving killed game enough for our uſe and 
- amuſement, returned home. 5 
Mr. Hirzel informed me that he had this | 
iſland, which contains about eight thouſand a- 
eres of land, and a track contiguous to the cot- 
tages where we firſt took water, of more than 
four thouſand more, by being the principal 
. creditor of a man at Abo, who failed; they 
were valued at the price of the country, and 
rated to him for ſomething more than three 
thouſand pounds; but he had them under five 
104 twenty hundred, which i is not four of our 
| _ ſhillings 
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«Hillings an acre for the fee ſimple; including 


all the fine woods on them. I expreſſed my a- 
ſtoniſhment at this; but he replied, that he 
had loſt conſiderably by the purchaſe; having 
bought it for-a eountry- ſeat for pleaſure, that 


when he purchaſed it it did not yield a fingle 


ſhilling; and that the ſums which he had hi- 
therto laid out, did not much more than pay the 


intereſt of them. I anſwered, that ſtill I ſhould 
conceive che purchaſe mightbe made to anſwer 
extremely well, by improving the lands and 
converting them into farms: He ſaid, no; he 


was very fearful- that no money would ariſe, 
if it was all improved; for magkets were at 


ſuch an immenſe diſtance, that they could pay 


in nothing but products. Bat ſaid he, T have 


hopes of making it anſwer another way. From 


the very ſouthermoſt point of the lake, there 
is a conſiderable river which falls into the 
gulf of Finland; at the mouth of it there is 


a2 ſmall trading town, which increaſes in ſhip- 
ping and commerce every day ; upon that ri- 

ver there is a great foreſt, which belongs to a 
| nobleman ; and the merchants are employed 


at preſent in negotiating with him for liberty 


| to cut what timber they pleaſe on his eſtate; 
if they ſucceed, they deſign to be at the ex- 
pence of cutting a ſhort canal to eſcape a fall, 
in order to r down the timber to thiele 
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ſhipping 3 if that is effected, there will be 2 
navigation. opened from this iſland into the 
gulf of Finlapd ; and I ſhall poſſeſs a market 
at once for my timber, which will turn to 
greater account than any thing elſe that could 
be done; and after the timber is cleared, I can 
then apply it to huſbandry-purpoſes, as the 
ſame market will carry my rents received in 
| kind of tenants, or raiſed by myſelf to the ſame 
market as my timber. So that the moment 
the merchants ſucceed, my plan is to go and 
ſettle at Pitees, (the name of the town) that 
I may be on the ſpot, and I ſhall there, from 
ſuperior advantages, be able to carry on a 
greater trade than at Waſſay; befides the ad- 
vantage of exporting the products of this e- 
ſtate. If I ſhould ever be able to execute 
. theſe plans, my purchaſe here will turn out 
the luckieſt event of my life; and might ſoon 
enable me to buy larger tracks of land upon 
the lake; for moſt of the landlords live at 
Stockholm, and would know nothing of fuch 
2 navigation being executed any more than of 
one in Iceland: for theſe tracks are all ſo de- 
fart,” that very few of them yield any thing to 
their owners. But by my transferring my 
buſineſs to Pitees, I ſhould be on the ſpot ta 
make . of _ Event as it happened z 
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and it would be doubly advantageous to me, ag 
I ſhould be the exporter of my own products. 

TJ asked him, if he did not aer er. the 
e would oppoſe any navigation but 
their own, as his timber would be brought to 
rival theirs? He replied, they could not; for 
the river is the houndary of the Ruſſian and 
Swediſhdominions, and is free by treaty; there- 


fore the moſt that could be done would be 


the eſtabliſhment of a ſmall toll. That Pitees 
was part Swediſh and part Ruſſian, one part 
of the town being in Caulia, and the other in 
Nyland; which was found, in many circum- 
ſtances of trade, to be a prodigi ious advantage, 
and was one reaſon of the town flouriſhing, 
I could not comprehend clearly how he made 
this out, for he did not explain himſelf. But 
it appearct evidently to me that he has a very 
fair chance of his purchaſe proving a fortune 
to him; and the plan he has laid for making the 
beſtof i it, ſeems to be perfectly well conſidered. 
It ĩs aſtoniſhing to reflect on the vaſt import · 
ance of manufactures and commerce on the 
value of land: here are twelve thouſand acres, 
moſt of them cover'd thickly with the fineſt 
timber bought for four ſhillings an acre the 
fee ſimple; the ſoil rich and fertile; materials 
for building of courſe, from the plen- 
ty of wood i in the * protected 3. a fine 
lake 
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lake wel fone with quantities of fiſh, and 
the woods full of game: In a word, every ar- 
ticle of proviſions to be procured in the gleat- 
eſt plenty. But for want of manufactures and 
trade, the value is nothing What would not 
ſuch a track fell for in a well-peopled and in- 
duſtrious country; in England, Holland or 


France? This ſufficiently ſhews the great con- 


ſequence of population. I have heard it aſked 
in England, when the decreaſe of our numbers 
has been the topic of diſcourſe, of what 
conſequence is the matter of population? It 


is plain, we have men enough for our armies 


and our navies; and our lands are cultivated; 
I have a thouſand pounds a year, which does 
not fall to nine hundred, although our popu- 
lation it is ſaid has ſuffered. And I muſt con- 
feſs, that when I have heard, ſuch diſcourſes, 
4 although I by no means approv'd their prin- 
ci rout yet did I not clearly ſee the conſequen- 
This country ſupplies one with an an- 
0 at once. The rental of a private gen- 
tleman's eſtate depends on the ſum total of the 
| nation's population. If there are ſcarcely any 
inhabitants. as in theſe provincesof Sweden, the 
eſtate will ſell for four ſhilliogs an acre timber 
and allz but if the country is fullof inhabitants, 
like England, it will ſell for twenty pounds, and 
0  Unnher, perhaps for two hundred more. 
118 Between 
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Between ſuch diſtant extremes there will cet · 
tainly be many degrees, and ſome of them ſo 
near to each other, that it will be difficult to 
ſee their diſtinctions; but ſuch are evidently 
in being, and muſt ever be found in propor- 
tion to the number of the people; if agriculture 
could alone find mouths enough to eat up and 
conſume all the products ſhe raiſes, then ma- 
nufactures and commerce would not in this 

light be neceſſary; but it is every where 

 Enown that a territory compleatly cultivated, 
will provide food &c. for a greater number 
of people than are employed in the cultiva- 
tion: hence ariſes the deduction, that manu- 
fuctures and commierce are but other names 
for full population, which can only be gained 
by their means. 9 1 
From this iſland of my fliens Mr. Hirzel, I 
was determined What route I ſhould take to 
Peterſburg: upon conſideration, and - after 
making many enquiries I reſolved to go 
_ through the province of Savolax to the capital 
of it, the only town of any note in it, which 
is Nyſlot; and thenee to Wyburg in my way 

to the Ruſſian capital. The 17th, in the 
morning I'took my leave of Mr. Hirzel and 


his friend; and ſet off for Pexama, a little town 


at the diſtance of ſeventy miles; which is all 
n the foreſt : — me — but 
11 . N Ame 
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Imet with no e therefore all my refreſh- 
ment and reſt was a meal taken on the graſs, - 
and a nap upon the ſame pillow,” I have 
ſeen a Swediſh map, which places ſeven vil- 
lages in this road; but I had now ſufficient rea- 
ſon to pronounce it erroneous : the. country 
is all a rich ſoil, and covered in moſt place 
very thickly with fine timber: A country. 
which, would feed numerous inhabitants z 
and is all admirably watered ; for I was more 
than once in fight of great lakes; but, it is in 
the moſt deſolate condition, and yields not 


any. advantage to its poſſeſſors. From Pexama 5 


to Nyſlot is between fifty and faxty miles; all 


the way on the banks of a very noble lake, - | 


which, fromits narrowneſs and winding courſe, 
has exactly the appearance of a great river. 
Ihe country is all foreſt ; but I ſaw two or 
' three villages; at one of which I took up my 
lodging: there were ſome; ſmall farms, which 
appeared to be tolerably cultivated ;' and 1 
found that this lake, along which I had paſſed, 5 
was navigable quite to the gulph of Fin- 
land; and that the 'villages I faw'were owing 
to this circumſtance ; for the timber of the 
foreſt was convey'd chither to advantage; and 
the cutting and ern it man, 5 4 
| for _ OS. £1 
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- Nyllor 3 is a little neat town beautifully fitua- 
ted in a nook of land, that runs into the lake, 
with which it is chiefly ſurrounded. The 
church is a new building and handſome; the 


ſtreets are ſome of them well paved and to- 


lerably built; and there was an appearance of 
wealth among the inhabitants, all of which 


I found was owing to the timber trade: 


for two or three miles round the town the 
country is well cultivated, and ſhews plainly 
what the reſt of it is capable of, did it . 
the ſame advantage of a market. 


The 21ſt in the morning I left Nyſlot, and 


A % ; took the road to Wyburg, which is at the di- 


ſtance of 60 miles: the firſt day carried me into 
Caulia in the Ruſſian territories, where I was 
forced to hire a freſh ſervant to ſerve me as an 


Interpreter; but unfortunately I could on!) 


get a Ruſſian, that underſtood Swediſh, which 
language I began to ſpeak a little: ſo I hired 


bim for Tome en _ til I got 0 n 
£ burgh. 


Upon 1 4 0 the Ruflian territories, 1 was 


convinced, that the intelligence I had receiv- 
ed at Waſlay was true; that the Ruſſians 
tempted the Swedes to ſettle in their provin- 
ces, and at the ſame time took all means of 
increaſing the population of their dominions; 
for I not only ſaw and converſed with many 
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5 2 but the country was upon the whole 
well peopled | with. Ruffians, far ſuperior | to 
. the Swediſh provinces in their belt diſtricts 
that 1 have been i in. All of it was ; cultivated, £ 
tho” not highly, a and every thing e carried the 
appearance of a thriving country, at had 
nothing to complain of. I arrived, at Wyburg 
| the 22d: it is a place of confiderable Ta 
which has increaſed greatly of late years, by 
the encouragements it has received from the 
Ruſſians. Vaſt quantities of timber are ex- 
Ported } from hence ; fo that the harbour, 
which is a very good one, is ſeldom, While 
the des 1s open, F without | many ſhips i in I 
The provinces of Caulia and Kexholm.: ur- 
niſh this timber, and great quantities come 
from Savolax through a part of Sweden; this 
timber trade las increaſed proc igiouſly f nce 
: the Ruffiang « cut a fine canal to pen? a com- 
munication with the northern lakes, by 
Which means trees are brought | from the dif- 
tance of four hundred miles in rafts, and for 
eat part o the wa five men are ſufficient. 
ASHE LED ten t 1 9 8 5 We 50 | 
The 23d I ſet out for Peterſburg, which 3 1s 
two. Me: journey, . the diſtance about fixty 
miles. The country, though 1 near the ca- 
. Pital of the Ruſſian empire, is not all culti- 
vates . Nig h a me 587 .4 great 
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part of it conſiſts of foreſts, and there are 
many marſhes; but Mill it is much ſuperior 
to the Finland provinces of Sweden, better 
inhabited and better cultivated. . But here it 
is time to take my leave of Sweden ; ; how- 
ever, I ſhall add ſome general obſervations I 
made on the people of that DIO: EY 


CHAPTER, il. 


General RefleSions on the. 3 af * 
Religion — Learning Tbe fine Art. Man- 


ner of Life Government Agricultur 


ee n eee ee 
lation — . PN 8 


rr common idea of the Swedes, 


which I. have gathered from conyerſa- 


tion. OS reading, has been that of their be- | 


ing good ſoldiers, active, brave, and hardy; 
but that few of them are ingenious, or have 
abilities to make a 190 in other arts or walks 
"In life. This has been owing to the actions 
that were performed by Charles XII. which 
were ſuch proofs of their courage, that the 
"reſt of Europe too ſoon believed they were 
capable of being famous in war alone. I 
profeſs myſelf clearly againſt this idea, which 
1 a is a very falſe one; Tn make 
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god foldiers/i it is true, but n are capable 

of making any thing elſe. I have attended 
with as much aſſiduity as I was able, and up- 
on all the opportunities that I have had in my 
power, Which have been many, I think 
they ſeem to have as good parts as any other 
nation in Europe, and much ſuperior to ſome. 
They are by no means dull of apprehenſion; 
are ready in their anſwers upon any ſubje& 
with which they are acquainted; have no- 
thing of phlegm in their character: they are 
in general as chearful a nation as I know, not 

a noiſy” buſtling people that are one moment 

in grief and the next laughing: they have 

not ſo much -vivacity as the French, but I 
think they have, upon the whole, as much 

as the Engliſh. They are in general a very 
patient and an induſtrious people, and capa- 
ble, with proper encouragement from the go- 
_-vernment, of making a great progreſs in the 
arts and ſciences, and in manufactures and 
commerce; all which are very valuable qua- 
lties when they meet in A nation of ſuch na | 
og ged bravery. 

Reſpecting religion, Fas are. guided in a 
great meaſure by plain good ſenſe ; though a 
free country, they are not peſtered with noiſy 
ſects; neither are they at all violent in the 

-<ondua of the eſtabliſhed faith; and, altho 
g Ga - A grea 
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. 4 great-part of the kingdom is very ignorant, 
yet I ſaw fewer ſigns of ſuperſtition than in any 
; #009 I have Beds in, nn "we _ 
excepted. 
2 Dan the 3 fort of Nang , g's the 
. higher ranks; there is a great deal of learning: 
_ x good education in Sweden fits a man to 
mine in any country in Europe: : in their 
ſchools they learn Greek, Latin, French, 
Engliſh, and German; ſo that there are very 
few inſtances of a young man's underſtanding 
the dead languages, and not at the ſame time 
being maſter of two or three very uſeful FE 
ones, which is much more 1 car be ſaid 
pang youth in Englanßccccg tn | 
They have ſeveral td hichy "4 
provided with very able profeſſors; in theſe 
ſeminaries, the favourite knowledge is natural 
| Hiſtory and the mathematicks; and herein 
5 they ſheiw | their good ſenſe as much as any 
nation in Europe; for there are no other 
parts of knowledge that deſerve ſo much at- 
Trenton, the reſt being for ornament alone; 
but theſe are uſeful in every branch of life. 
Many of their mathematicians are in general 
1 eſteem, as they are very rarely without ſeve- 
= ral whoſe works are known to all Europe: In 
= natural hiſtory they are unrivalled; but they 
| do not owe their fame in this branch 
N OW merely 


ben © Pal Wow: 
merely. 10 e eee for before he was bolt, 
this ſtudy was the favourite one in their uni- 
verſities, and they have produced many men 
that gained them great reputation for their 
works, but they have ſince been _— * 
2 ond his numerous diſciples. +: -- : 
I have been in many mixed companies in 
eee r do not remember converſing 
with any gentleman that had not a conſider- 
able ſhare of knowledge, and plainly ſnewed 
on moſt topics that he had had *. —— 
wp an excellent education. | 
They are moſt Senses in n the 1 ants; | 
0 in vain for a painter, a poet, a ſtatu- 
ary, or a muſician. If the Abbes du Bos's . 
ſyſtem is a juſt one, this is the fault alone ß 
their climate, but without attributing i to 
Phyſical cauſes, we may find a reaſon in the 
moral ones. The fine arts never make a great 
progreſs in any country, till it becomes im- 
menſely rich, and very luxurious: the arts 
ate the children of luxury; ; without a great 
flow of expence running through every claſs 
of the people, we may pronounce that a na- | 
tion is not rich enough for the Sm wif: 
ſettle among them: the artiſts that excel ” 
muſt always be ſure of ſomething more than 
a competency, they muſt have affluence ; they 
. we * men of warm imaginations, and 
ä lovers 


{ 


ers of pleaſure. They muſt indulge their 
inelinations, and not be crampt in poverty, 
-while' they are attempting to = works 
that ſhall be the admiration of ſucceeding 
ages. Hence all the famous ages in rn 
the arts haye riſen to a great degree of emi- 
nence from many very famous men, being 
Cotemporaries, have univerſally been tho 
rticheſt and moſt luxurious ages in the world: 
not that wealth is alone ſufficient without 
luxury. The Dutch are very wealthy, but 
they are not a luxurious nation; artiſts would 
ſtarve there in the midſt of riches. Both 
luxury and wealth abound in the kingdoms s.of 
- Afia, oe then a deſpotiſm exceſſively ſeyers, | 
deſtroys every nobler effort of the mind. 
The Swedes have no poets : ſome attempt 
that ſort pf compoſition, but it igalways i in La- 
tin, and conſequently of no merit: their 
Painters never rife higher than, very. bad por- 
trait ones: the ſame faſhion optaining in Sweden 
as in England,” where till very lately we had 
nothing but portrait painters, becauſe no 
others met with any encouragement. You 
hear very good muſic: at Stockholm, but it is 
all by German muſicians. - This is not there- 
fore a kingdom to which any perſon. would 
9 to be entertained by: the fig: oth, 7: 
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They have a theatre at Stockholm, 
his) during a part of the year is tart 5. ; 
ed French comedies, ſometimes concerts, and 
22 but the times of acting are very ir- 
lar ; not meeting always with encourage 
E enough to keep it open even in the win - 
"ter; fo that it has been known to be ſhut 
-up for two years together. Another thing 
which takes much from the gaiety of this 
capital, i is, the court not being at all brilliant; 
which is owing in ſome meaſure to the ſmall 
_ neſs of the royal revenue, and to the preſent 
Nate of parties, which occaſions many of the 
principal nobility to abſent themſelves. © 
The manners of all ranks of people in 
Sweden are very agreeable; the ſuperior 
claſſes have an eaſy natural politeneſs, which 
prejudices you in their favour at firſt acquain- 
' kance, They haye not a ſwift, or formal, nor 
pert or foppiſh, but a plain eaſy carriage and 
mapner, which is the "ſalt of good ſenſe and 
bumanity. Their converſation is agreeable, 
and they pay great attention to foreigners, 
without troubling them with national cuſtoms 
and ceremonies, Duels are not common at 
Stockholm, yet the men have very juſt ideas 
of their honour ; and as unwilling to put up 
with affronts as more tenacious and quarrel» 
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T 7% are thoſe of the table, Urels, and £qur- 
Pag 7 "People of ar 8e fortune keep prodi-" 
gious Able Which ate SR: with 4 7 the 
magnificence that is found in France and* 
England, ; and the variety of th eir Wines have 
no end. In dreſs, allo, they appear Prodigal; 
and t cir « equipages from nie number afe' 
expenhive, but not executed in the ſhew 
ae 'of Faris. However, . theſe articles of 
7 7 in, their g reateſt deze are confined | 
| ew foes” "whole w ealth' is very con. 
fiderable; for i in general the nobility are not 
rich: chere 5 are many privite” ane in Ger- 
£3t 34 18 
many that much exceed any in Sweden. 
"The + way, of dividing the refidehce of Wits 
let I nd ſummer, as} practiſed ir in = land, takes | 
place Kere(only is in. part; many « f the nobili- 
5 7 and richeſt f ihe gedtry Fr tirely at 
Stockholm, ſcarcely ever ſeeing their eſtates; 
DT Sthers live entirely ir in the country, never ſee< 
ing the capital, at leaſt but” Very feldom: 
forme, h however, have Houſes at Stockhdltn for 
the winter ſeaſon, but. ive is ſumter f 
their \ eſtates, having very good houfes, which 
they  6rnament with gardens and plantations.” 
bs we to the preſent. ſtate 'of the 1 | 
of Sweden, I Febold enter int6 4 pretty lon 
| detgil of ſome chan oo and other circutnſtans 
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A tha bm attended it lately; Fe as great 
part of my information is drawn from people 
that are deeply concerned, I do not chuſe ta 
ſay moch upon the ſubject. But I ſhall ob- 
ſerve that the government is is a plain repub- 
lick, the King being no more than the firſt 
mägiſtrate with very little power, not ſo much 
as a ſtadtholdet of Holland in ſeveral eſſential 
articles. There are convulſions in the admi- 
niſtration of affairs which threaten a total 


change; for here is an apparent contradiction, = 


which is, à king and the. people on one fide 
and the nobility on the othet; moſt of the 
important authority in the bands of the latter, 
whos are in fact the legiſlature of the kingdom; 
but dif putes, parties and diſſentions are grow 


to an amazing beight, and bid fair for com- 


ing to open arms, at all events ſome great te- 
Volution may be looked for; and the event 
may ealily bs ecnjectured; while the pedple, 
united under à leader ef the firſt rank in 2 
dom with | ſome prerdgative, * are 

bis Rand, and the nobility on the dives | 
A diſpute u Noch 2 Htüation cannot fair vf bes 
ing fatal to the latter. Indeed I never knew 
affairs in any country in à ſituation that pro- 
| miſed fo fait l for bringidg in an äbſolute 
| (way, in the Alas manner as it was introduced 
in Denmark many moderate men in Sweden 
| : lament 


| 
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_ lament the diſſentions which do ſo much miſe 
chief to the kingdom, and aſſert that if they 


Had a deſigning prince on the throne it would 


be very eaſy for him to ſeize as great a _ 
as ever Charles XII enjoyed. 
At the ſame time that they are of this opi- 
glow, they make no ſcruple to declare the 
change would be for the advantage of the 
kingdom, and that no government, regular in 
Its operations, can be ſo bad as the preſent ir- 
regular ſcene of anarchy and faction. But 
herein they certainly carry their ideas to a ve- 
ty dangerous length notwithſtanding many 
and great errors of government, and ſome op- 
preflions among the peaſants; yet I am clear, 
that the countrymen throughout the king 
dom enjoy a great degree of liberty, and are 
left in quiet poſſeſſion of their property; their 
taxes 21 in ſome inſtances very une qual, they 
are kept at much diſtance by the nobility, and 
have none of that licentiouſneſs allowed them, 
which is ſuch a diſgrace to England: But, 
notwithſtanding all theſe circumſtances, I will 
venture to pronounce. them beyond all com- 
| pariſon, a happier people in eyery reſpect 
than they would be, were their goyernment 
abſolute. Let 'thoſe who have travelled. 
through France and Sweden, form an idea o 
| "On Rate of the N in both, and they wil 
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not for a moment heſitate: at agrocing ty this | 
ande, + 
Buy lodging. with cha Wy in ſo com 
Journ eys through the remote provinces of the 
kingdom, I had the opportynity of examining 
very minutely into their condition, and I re- 
marked them in general to be a very con- 
tented happy people; there are few cottages in 
Sweden that have not lands annexed to them 
by which means they raiſe many products 
which are of infinite uſe to them in keepin | 
themſelves. and families. England it wi 
certainly be allowed, is as free a country as 1 
any man can wiſn; and yet our labourers have 
very ſeldom more than a ſmall ſpot for a gar- - 
den, which is too inconſiderable to be of 
much ſeryice to them; nor are the Engliſh 
pear.ſo well Gtisfied with their lot as the Swe- 
| diſh peaſants ; they are not ſo tightly dreſſed, 
their cottages are not near ſo good, and their 
poverty in general, is much more apparent; 
all which I attribute to the circumſtance f 
the | Swedes having thoſe ſmall farms with 
herds of cattle on the waſte, which are of in- 
finitely more yalue to them than all the a- 
mount of thoſe, taxes. which. they pay, and 
from which their . brethren in England are 
not only exempted, but have alſo the advan- 


bye of rates publickly raiſed for their an. 
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ance; of which there is nothing of the kind 


in Sweden: I know not three peaſants” in 


that kingdom, that has not a farm of twenty 
or thirty actes of land at leaſt, and ſeveral 


Herd of cattle. Here indeed I ſhould give an 


explanation, for if this was the caſe in En- 
-  Blafid we ſhould have no ſuch thing as a la- 
bourer to be hired; all would attend merely 
40 their lands; but in Sweden there is no in- 
vonvenience in this, for tlie peaſants who 
work regularly in the woods for hire have the 
Ame; but their wives and daughters manage 
t kheir farms, fo that the men are not taken 
From their uſual labour three days out oy forty, 
This is a moſt admirable cu g them 
Wn, in Welk uc the itch, ind mines 
5 the 8 of a kingdom wherever it is 
iſed, of far more account than at firſt it 
Appears. It would be in vain. to attempt in- 
troducing this cuſtom into England, for the 
gteat degree of idleneſs in which! the cottage- 
women live with us would be an enen 
Able Obſtacle 
--\Notwithflatiding 1 habt m aiterebt with of 
my journal mi 


nated the remarks I made en 
the preſent ſtate of agriculture in the provin- 
"ces 1 paſſed through; I muſt here rept᷑at that 
whe Swedes" ars wniverſally' 4608 Hülbund- 
men; I fa no lands n, and cultivater 
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FV 
in ſuch good order in any part of Germany, 
| and the Danes are alſo far behind them; the 

peaſants and farmers i in Sweden who cultivate 
only for a ſubſiſtance, keep their lands in 


good order, and raiſe ſuch, crops, that their 


fields would be no diſgrace to a midling cul- 
tivated part of England; while their farmers, 


a have good markets in view, would figure I 
in the fineſt counties of this kingdom. Their 


crops of corn I obſerved were in general good 
and clean, that they keep large ſtocks of cat- 
tle, and provide plenty of food for them to 
ſubſiſt on in winter. If it is conſidered what 
a vaſt quantity of waſte land is found through- 

out the kingdom, moſt of which almoſt any 
Pre that will take, may, under the payment 


of a very trifling rent; this good huſbande7 = 


will appear the more extraordinary, 8 
their having ſo much land in their power, 
it might be expected would make them 
llovens, yet the contrary. is the caſe; far 
they take no more than they can manage 
well, and by that means I: apprehend find 
their n mote profitable than i it would 
| otherwiſe be. 

The reader may | have W that L — 4 
almoſt every where mentioned; wheat being 
cultivated by them; this I think is a very 7 
da inſtance. of doeility and 2 

12 nie; 
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ſenſe; a few years ago, that grain was cultts 
. vated only in a few of the ſouthern provinces, 
and on foils picked with much care for it; 
but when the prohibition on the exportation 
from England put the Swediſh government 
ſtrongly on promoting the culture at home, 
the farmers throughout the kingdom readily 
"came into the plan, and ſowed ſo much every 


Pear, increafing the quantity regularly from 


that time to this, that at preſent it is ſpread. 
All over the kingdom; ſuch an inſtance, I 1 
"dare to ſay, is not in any article of culture to 
de miet with in England, and from this in- 
ſtance, it is very evident, that the common 
ideas of difficulties in the introduction of no- 
velties, are many of them very falſe; for if 
any perſon had ventured to propoſe the cul- 
ture of wheat in Sweden fifty years ago, at 
leaſt, in many of the provinces where we 
now find it, he would have been thought 
mad; but none of theſe things can be well 
known, till a full and ſufficient trial is made 
of them. The Swedes are now ſo well in- 
formed by experience in the culture of wheat, 
that ſome judicious and ſpirited laws would. 
1 doubt not, enable them to raiſe quantiticgs 
enough for a conſiderable exportation, ſo as 
to enable them to come in with the Poles for 
'S * of a ſupply for the Dutch, and the 
4 82554 more 
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more ſouthern nations of Europe: ſome 
bounties properly applied would effect this 
not bounties as in England on the exportation, 
but to all thoſe farmers who cultivated, given 
quantities of wheat in a certain round of years, 
on lands taken from the waſte; for the great 
object is, the increaſing the quantity of cul- 
tivated land, by improving the wild tracks, 
end at the ſame time applying: them to rai- 
ſing a valuable ſort of corn, that is ſure to 
pay well for exportation. By making the 
grand object, the raiſing the corn inſtead of 
the exportation of it, the home conſump 
tion would always have the refuſal at the 
magket, which is not always the caſe in Eng- 
land. Laws ſhould likewiſe be made to en- 
able any peaſant, farmer, or other, to take in 
as much of the waſte which joins his farm, 


as he. pleaſes, without paying any rent for 


twenty years, and after wnds only a moderate 
one for the life of the ichprover; this would 
be a wonderful ene to all the in- 
habitants of the country, and would certainly, 
in a few years bring great quantities of wheat 
to market, till the home conſumption not 
ing the whole, a regular and profitable ex- 
Portation, would of courſe be eſtabliſhed. 
For bringing about ſuch great works as theſe, 
| A g is wanted, but to bring affairs into 
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ſuch a train, that private people, by puſhing 
their own intereſts, muſt at the ſame. time 
advance thoſe: of their country ; for if eye 
there is a diſtin ion made, nothing can at 
ftom it but evil upon evil. Encouragement 
| ſhould allo be 15 to the draining bogs Fa 
- marſhes, which in Sweden are uniyerſally 
. richeſt tracks to be met with, but this is = 
work beyond the power of moſt cultiyators, 
Without the aſſiſtance af the government; 
nothing would effect it but a premium of ſ 
r large enough to go far to- 
Wards the, whole expence, and if ſuch pre- 
miums of whatever kind, amounted to a con- 
3 fiderable expence, it ſhould be raiſed by freſh 
I taxes, or an increaſe of the old ones over the 
whole kingdom, for the benefit purchaſed 
would be of importance to the whole ; and 
dere fore the whole ought to contribute. 
echt wants gyviſe regulation more than 
ae woods in this kingdom; for the waſte 
that is made in cating them, both of timber 
and land, is ex travagantly great. The atten- 
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2 = ; | tion which M. de Verſpot has given to 1 
Al giicſe thews what. thould,bs done, and the 
| 2 . 5 manner alſo 1 In which, the undertaki 8 ſhould 


be proſecuted. No profitable woods ;opght 
| to be deſtroyed, unleſs the Japd 15. converted 
JAmmgdiately to buſhapdey uſes. That noble- 


17281 . man's 


SWEDEN. ; 9. 
man's ati: method of 8 his 


woods is certainly the rational conduct, and 


ought to be er over the Oe 


kingdom, © 


There is 10 00 country in mebhind Inland os 


vigations would be attended with better con- 
ſequences; for all their products are very 


bulky, and muſt have water- carriage, or 
they cannot be got to market, Many of the 
rivers of Sweden are navigable; but there 


are many tracks, covered with the fineſt 
woods, which yield ſcarcely any product, for 


want of water: partiage, at the {ame time that 
conſiderable rivers run through them, . which 


might, at a very ſmall expence be made na- 


vigable only by remoying local obſtructions, ; 
and, got hy a general deepening or widening. 
Few countries are better ſupplied with | 
f harbours, many of which are extremely ſpa- 
cious and ſafe ; and the number is ſo confi» 


derable, that their trade will never ſtand ſill 
for want. of [them | in any part of the 


Relative to the Swediſh pognfactures,. I 
call in general remark, that, from what I 
viewed myſelf, and had intelligence of from 


others, they are nat . conſiderable, Some of 


the nobility ſay, that they have carried their 


. in bus the ad cloath. them. 


kingdom. 1 op at 1 3 . | 
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ſelves with cloth and linem of their own fa- 
brick; but this is a very great exaggeration. 
The peafants are univerſally cloathed with a 
coarſe woollen cloth that is made at home, 
and ſoine- other of the lower ranks of the 
There are alſo ſome gentlemen and 
Beddes ubs, through patriotiſm, Wear Swediſh 
cloth that is pretty fine, but this is by no 
means general, and the cloth i is much dearer 
than” much finer forts from England and 
Franc. Theſe manufactories, which they 
Rabe Veen abs to erect, are not fo conſi- 
derable as this 4bcount may ſeem at firſt to 
Waſcstes for it hoüld be remembered, that 
0 aſants wete always, nine parts in ten, 
wr ny in the ſame array as now, which is 
not wirh tanufactory cloth, but witkl that 
which is ſpun, and Vove in tlieir ow houſes 
dy their women; ſo that the "new eſtabliſh- 
ments are not very confidefable; : It is trüe, they 
Increafe, and, if good Attention 4s given to 
enèourage and protect them, they will in 
ſome yeuy grow to be of very prone conſe- 
nence to Swellen, and not 'only entirely 
fupply'their own conft imption with all ex- 
pt. the fine French cloths; but alſo furniſh 


eBarſe ones enough for exportation, in ex- 
— for tlie finer ſorts; and this" weill be 
hg le adfintage 45 far as ever they can 
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look FIR FRE the. preſent ſtate of things 
they are far diſtant from this point, and, un- 

leſs the animoſities which diſtratt the go- 
vernment are ſo entirely laid aſide as ta make 
all parties join in one work, and attend to 
that alone, viz. the good of the kingdom, 
there is no bags. " their WR; * tba 
They g ſome lines: a FRY +. 
are wrought very good ſorts both of hemp 
and flax; but they are not near conſiderable 
enough to ſupply their home conſumption. 
Of glaſs and paper they import very little. 
Hard-ware is a conſiderable article. among 
them, not in the ſtile of our Birmingham 
manufactures, but pripcipally i in the Foundery 
way: they caſt great numbers of cannon, 
which they export to all. Europe; alſo bells 


in "great number, and many other articles. 


Indeed, they are unrivalled in their iron and 
copper mines, which are far more conſi- 
derable than thoſe of any other country in 
Europe: ſo that they apply copper to moſt 
of the purpoſes that we do lead in England. 
ſuch as coverings to their ehurches, publick 
en and great private ediſices, Sc. 
Commerce flouriſnes more in Sweden bon 
it did ſome years ago: to hat this is owing 
17 cauld not diſcover, tor their products Me 
ot greater in proportion to the increaſe of 
* "Tei 
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their ſhipping ; ; and though ſeveral very ju; 
dicious laws have been made for its encou- 
ragement, yet] ſhould not have ſuppoſed the 
effect would have been anſwerable to what 
appears, unleſs other reaſons had conſpired at 
the ſame time. However, the fact is, that 
their ſhipping is much increaſed, their ſhips 
they build of 'a greater burthen, and they 
engage in more trading voyages than for- 
merly. This is point of very great impor= 
tance; for,” if they are able to export the 
principal part of their iron, timber, pitch, 
tar, hemp, and copper, in their own bottoms} 
it will add more than any- thing elſe to the 
wealth of the kingdom, at the ſame time 
that their naval force will be increaſed greatly, 
which is the beſt and moſt uſeful force they 
can cheriſn. | Increaſing their ſhipping is im- 
proving and accelerating the markets for all 
their products, and cannot but increaſe them 
in a very high degree. The building and 
hitting out — ſhips is the moſt advantageous 
manufacture in the kingdom, and that which 
more than any other brings wealth into the 
country. The branches of commerce, which 
they have more partieularly increaſed of late 
years, are the Eaſt· India trade, the trade to 
Portugal, Spain, and the Mediterranean; 
that of England, Holland, and reh is not 
improved. Some pads are in doubt about 
* . th c 


yi 


N 41 ac 
he 8 3 af their commerce; but 
I belieye that is rather greater than it was. 
The general effects, which flow from an 
improving agriculture. and increaſing. manu- 
factures and commerce, are a greater degree 
of national wealth, more of the precious 
metals, and an increaſing population. From 
the beſt intelligence I could get, the king- 
dom 1 believe is more wealthy than it was 
twenty years ago. It contains more money, 
and is upon the increaſe i in that article; but 
as to population it has made no progreſs, and 
_ perſons affirm that there; is a decline i in 
How far this is conſiſtent, with the im- 
3 in the other particulars I ſhall not 
determine; but I. may remark, that in general 
thoſe circumſtances are attended by. an in- 
creaſing people. What cauſes. ſhould. have 
' wrought contrary effects in Sweden I am not 
able to aſcertain; but, as the pebple | are 
often numbered, (though not accurately, nor 
all the claſſes) the fact is pretty well con- 
Ermed. It ſhouid make, one doubt the ex- 
tent of thoſe improvements; for I muſt own 
I have little idea of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and commerce improving, without 
population inereaſing exactiy in the ſame pro- 
joe! for an increaſing people. can; only 
e owing to the inhabitants finding an eaſe in 
maintaining themſelves, and their families no 


iy *© burthen, 
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burthen, which is effected by a great plenty 
of employment; and improving agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce, is increaſing 
ai ap pn and conſequently the people: | 
Travelling in Sweden,” unleſs upon the ſy- 
Ren which 1 followed, is a very uneaſy affair, 
the moment you get out of the few great roads 
there are, which do not lead through a fifth 
of the kingdom ; but in theſe, if — 
your own carriage, the poſt-horſes, boys, and 
accommodations, have nothing 6bjedtible in 
them, and you ate fire of meeting with 
great civility i in all the iths, and from every 
perſon with whom you hate the leaſt con- 
nection on the road: ' But, when you leave 
theſe great roads, then the ſtage in diſtance 
from inn to inn 18 very Steat, and the ac 
commodation, though” with much (civility, 
ye F indifferent.” If ydur bed is cartied with 
Fou, and you can rite the whole fourtiey, 
every: peaſint's houſe4s open to you wick the 
utmoſt hoſpitality; and "they Will for very 
trifling roſes whatever is in their power 
to Terve” you. | Without precautions, the diet 
will be very indifferent; but they will get 
you fiſh, Wild fowl, and veniſon, excellent 
of the kind, with which you may load 2 
horſe from place to place while it keeps. And 
this be u cred 2 e peer Nee Wine 
18 eaſily carried. : 2 
Ac ** 5 8 25 , 
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Deſcription * Peter ſb ener 

- of the Empire of Ruta The Enpreſ.— 
|  Government— Manufaftures— T: e | 
þ - —Now—Preſent One. © PIT 


1 Arrived at Peterſburg the evening "of tho | 
24th. and, as I deſigned making ſome ſtay 
in the city, determined to hire private lodg- 
ings ; for I had been informed that the publick 
inns were not only very extravagant, but alſo 
very bad, which indeed is the caſe in all ca- 
pitals, for, where the people of quality do 
not go, (having houſes of their own) one is | 
always ſure. of meeting with very. indifo  -! » 
ferent treatment. I hired a firſt floor, con- 
fiſting, after the Ruflian faſhion, of two gs! 
| rooms, a drawing-room, drefling-room, and ©. 
| bed-chamber, beſides ſervants apartments, 
for three guineas a week; ſuch a t of rooms 
at 3 Peterſburg | is. baile on 1 40 
iſlands, which were once nothing mare than 
marſhy ſpots of mud over- run with reeds; PN 
but the immortal Peter, whoſe undertakings | 
in every thing carried a magnificence of idea 
in them that can never be ſufficiently admired, 
Sooner. a miſerable bog into a * * 
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4 4 


—— i 

\ 

2 | 
* 


— — 


half a million of men in. foun 


_ contiguous to Poland. and thernfelves a part 
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And here I cannot avoid anſwering the re- 


flections of ſeyeral writers againſt that im- 


mortal monareh, for AE more than 

ing this city. 
The Czar's obje& was to become an European 
Power, which without a port on tho Baltick 
he might as well have pretended to be an 
American one. His vaſt dominiohs, thou 


of Europe, were at ſuch a diſtance! from the 


Europtan theatre, and in fo-batbarous a ſtate, 
that nothing but opening hiinſelf a way to the 


Baltiek could poſſibly bring His grand plan to 
bear. By founding this city, and making it 


the capital of his empire, aud a ſea : port fit to 


receive the naval fotte he':deftined:to act on 
that fea, he anſwered all his purpsſes at one 
g uently could: fedreoly pay 


' to06 dan for the propofed advantage. As to 
the 108 of ſuck: numbetb of lives, the fault 


certainly wWas not o much owing to the 
Readineſs of the 'Czar's adhering te hib plan, 
as to not taking proper care of the men white 


| they were at the work, fiance every dne truſt 


be very ſenfible, thit Wilks, to the full as 
great as any he Erbemtd, coult rig be per- 
formed i England under ſimilat cirtum- 
ſtances, comparatively ſpeaking, without the 
loſs of 4 man. But the MIT which 


we 


4 


| oe 10% 
we al IR have flowed from the founding 
this city, have been of ſuch infinite impor- 
tance to the Ruſſian empire, that no expence 
that could ever have been incurred would have 
been too great for: gaining; ſuch. ſignal. be- 
nefits: Peterſburg is the ſoul of -commeree 
in all thefe Northern parts; it is the founda- 
| tion on which all the Ruſſian naval force has 
been erected; and the port, on which moſt 
depends their nurſery of ſailors. At the ſame 
time that theſe capital cireumſtances attend 
it, it muſt be acknowledged that it is. very de- 
ficient as a receptacle of the men of war of a 
great empire; for the depth of water, the freſn- 
neſß of it, the docks, yards, every thing at Pe- 
terſburg, are againſt the, uſe of it for that pur- 
The yards are at Petersburg, but the 
ger 26h of water” is ſo iticonfiderable that no- 
king can be put aboard the Keft-tate men of 
war before they are conveyed. to Cronſlot, 
which is not eaſily done neither. Once this 
work was effected by means of moſt expen- 
fire machines, but now they come. without 
that difficulty by means of the now canal, 
whlch is not however ſo eomplete but that 
Infinite attention is neceſſary for cbnddcting 
them. It is not only men of war, however, 
bound are: 8 in e pn: een, ate 


much 


Cent abs, mentioning the Baval power of the 
_ Ruſſians, 
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much in uſe: for the Baltick; but, as this em · 
yu has a i e of late pe e in 
: the 


ae obſerves, 6 W are here the proper things. 
Be there never ſo little water, there is always enough for 
them. They glide between the little iſlands and the 
rocks; they can land any where. The Czar Was * 
ſible of it at laſt, and ſent for galley-builders from Ve- 
nice. I met with one of them greatly advanced in years, 


and was not a little ſurpriſed: to hear terminations in us in 


ſixty degrees of latitude. The galleys that one ſees here 
are of different ſizes; there are ſmall ones, which 
| about one hundred and thirty men, an hene mucl 
larger. They are all armed with two pleces of cannofi 
on the prow, and furniſhed with chace- guns and ſwivels 
on the ſides. The Czar gave to each of them the name 
of a Ruffian fin. Now they are numbered as the leg gions 
were; there are upwards of one hundred and aur of 
"them, and they are to be much more numerous. By this 
means an army of thirty thouſand men is tranſported with 
great eaſe. Rowing is to the Ruſſian ſoldiers what ge 
exerciſe of {wimming was to the Romans. Every foot-f 
dier learns to handle the oar at the ſame time as the muſket, 
by which means, without maritime commerce, and with- 
out embargoes, the Ruſlians have always crews ready for 
| their galleys. They caſt anchor every night, and land 
where it is leaſt expected. When diſembarked, the 
draw them up upon the land, range them in a 22 
with their prows and artillery pointed outward, and thus 
they have in a trice a fortified camp. They leave five or 
fix battalions to guard it, and with the reſt of their troo 
-over-run the country, and lay it under contribution. 
The expedition ended, they re-embark, and begin again 
in another quarter. Sometimes they tranſport their veſſels 
from one water to another ever a ſlip of land, as was 
practiſed by the antients on ſeveral occaſions, and parti- 
15 | __ tularly 
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the gem of politicks, the uſe of galleys vary. 
In a war on the coaſt of the Baltick they are 
increaſed in number; but, when a peace 
comes, they are neglected, and not kept up 
indeed in the manner they ought to be. Du- 
ring the late war, they might have annoyed 
_ the Pruſſian dominions infinitely more than 

they did; but the great army Was the - only 
thing attended to. | 
Peterſburg is etage Aae in fre 
within theſe forty years: At the death of 
| Peter the ue it * at cantain eighty 
VV en 


ts he the + eagle of Matias II. at the ſiege of 
Conſtantinople. 
The Swedes can teſtify whether theſe Ruſſian galleys ; 
are formidable. They have ſeen them ravage their rich 
mines of Norkopping, the whole coaſts of Gothland and 
| Sudermania, and ſhew themſelves even before Stock- 
holm.“ fle alſo adds another circumſtance, which i is 
| worthy of note, concerning the timber uſed for ſhip- 
building here. Of what wood do you think the 
ſhips are built at Peterſburg? It is a ſpecies of oak which 
185 at leaſt two ſummers upon the road before it arrives. Tt | 
comes ready cut by the carpenter from the kingdom of 
Caſan. It a little way up the Wolga, then the 
Tuertza, bei through a canal into the ſea, from thence 
into the Meſta, and by 1 means of the Volcova falls into a 
i canal which conveys it into the lake Ladoga, from 
thence it deſcends at laſt by the Neva to Peterſburg. 'T 
" faw in this port a floop' built at Caſan, from whence it 
came by the rivers: I have juſt mentioned, which join the 
i Caſpian ſea to the Baltick, and are a quite different bac. : 
2 3285 the famous canal of Languedock,” 2 
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- thouſand inhabitants, and now; the Ruſſians 
aſſert that there are five hundred thouſand, 
but this is an exaggeration. It covers a very 
great extent of land and water; the ſtreets 


are ſome of them very broad, long, and with 
eanals in the middle of them; and others are 
planted in the Dutch faſhion, Which I before 
abſerved is a wretched plan; the houſes. are 
immenſely large : the palaces of the ben 
T think exceed in fize thoſe of any city I have 
| ſeen ; and that of the Empreſs i is an amazing 
ſtructure; but let me remarl that they are 
rather great than beautiful: the ſize is all 
that ſtrikes you: and theſe prodigious piles 
are ftuck ſo thick with ornaments, that there 
is hardly any ſuch thing as Judging. of their 
portions : the Italian architecture is ind 
with the Dutch, and the whole forms 
inelegant buildings, in which true taſte is to- 
tally ſacrificed to a profuſion of ornament. 
But if the eye does not ſcrutinize into the ſe- 
parate parts of the buildings, but takes anly 
the ſtreets. at large, the. city, TY, be 157 
pronounced a very fine one,” 

The Czar himſelf ſpared no paing in ren- 
Gering! it as ſtrong as poffible; for being at the 
very extremity. of his dominions, cloſe to his 
enemies the Swedes, and open to the attacks 
which were 1 to ariſe from his European 

. connections, 
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connections, he made yy point of haying 17 
impregnable; but herein he certainly failed. 
There ate many forts and whole ſhores con- 
verted into gi e and lined from end to 
end with gredt guns, Theſe Works begin at 
Cronflot, Lon 18 Sade very ſtrong, and 
they laſt'to the city.” There is a citadel regu- 
larly built, and capable not only of protecting 
the city on one fide, but alſo itſelf of ſtanding 
a ſiege. vet there are many ſeamen who aſ- 
ſert that a fleet of ſhips well manned and con- 
duced; and ovided with a proper number 
N ps, and 8 would with-. | 
oh, great difficulty lay all Peterſburg in 
muſt' own ag of a very different 
as for here is always a very conſiderable 
fleet of men of war, from 60 to 100 guns, 
with numerous failors, that could man them 
on a very ſhort notice ; theſe ſhips properly 
diſpoſed by way of batteries,” would render 
ſuch an attempt impracticuble, even if the 
fortifications are granted te be deficient, 
which' is more than will de allowed by 8 | 
officers well $killed in this part of their art. . 
Among the publick buildings, there are 
many extremely worthy the attention of a tra- 
veller, particularly the dock yards and naval 
magazines, the arſenal, foundery, admiralty, 
| —4 without infiſting on the * palace, 
— . * 5 the 
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at il, or many churches. In the 
\ Jocks they. have a great number of carpenters 

continually at work, among whom, are. many 
Eng liſh, diſcharged by the Sovernment on 
the cancufion. of the peace in 1763, they 
meet with great encouragement here, and are 
much better employed than if in the ſervice 
of France or Spain... They build here all ſorts 
of voſſels, from ſhips of one hundred and 
twenty guns, (and ſomg much larger have 
been known) doyn to boats, aud the number 
; always on the ſtacks at a time is conſiderable. 
After. the death of Peter the Great the marine 
was neglected, inſomuch, that the Empreſs's 
nayal ſtrength was not computed, to be a fifth 
_ part of what that great monarch poſſeſſed, and 
this was owing. to. a want of trade, which 
can alone make ſeamen; unleſs when in the 
hands of ſuch a man as Peter, who created 
every thing; But the preſent, Empreſs, wha 
has thrown the ſpirit of that great monarch 
Into. all the eee of the ſtate, has re- 
yived it wonderfully,. ſo that at preſent the 
Ruflians hape a formidable navy, and in 3 
few years will. have a Jet Farm: ee 
Mg: e Bh07oNs DE 
There is: 1 9 any: thing at 'P ˖ © - 
: i deſerving notice than the foundery: 
| TM iron is pain from. dexb 
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and the number of cannon and mortars. that 
are caſt here is very great ; alſo cannon balls, 
ſhells, and all forts of military implements in 
which iron is uſed; which are made here at as 
ſmall an expence as in Sweden, or any other 
part of the world. The arſenal is always well 
ſtored with them; and there are vaſt q uantities 
madec onaprivateaccount for exportation, form- 
ing a very conſiderable branch of commerce. 

The trade of Peterſburg is much more con- 
ſiderable than that of any other town in the 
Ruſſian empire; and would figure on compa- 
riſon with many very great marts in other 
parts of Europe, but unfortunately that vaſt 
commerce is nine: tenths of it carried on in 
foreign bottoms. The Dutch alone load an- 
nually here with timber, iron, and all forts 
of naval ſtores a great many ſhips, | ang the 
5 Engliſh many more. 

The commodities. theſe nations carry from 
petersburg are tar, bees wax, pitch, hemp, 
flax, leather, ſkins, fars, pot-aſhes, timber, 
plank, iron, yarn, linen, lintſeed &c. and 
theſe in ſuch quantities that the very ballance 
of trade between Great-Britain and Ruſſia has 
been reckoned at four hundred thouſand 
pounds a year againſt the former; the 
amount of the total commerce may therefore 
. be eaſily conceived. The royal 3 navy of Eng- 
Vor. III. * land 
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land is almoſt totally ſupplied with hemp 
from Petersburg, great quantities of iron, and 
other naval ſtores, and all the ſhipping in Eng- 
land Hkewiſe; and this importation has increaſ- 
ed very much fince the Swedes laid a prohibi- 
tion on our manufactures, fo that the i importa- 
tion from that country was reduced to the few 
articles which necefſi ty obliged us to have from 
thence; and all the reſt REF: 6 e trans. 
9 to Ruſſia. 
The great amount of Ho commerce he. | 
tween us and this empire has been the occa- | 
Fon of very many political diſſertations and 
treatiſes proving the neceſſity of encouraging 
the production of all the commodities we im- 
port from Ruſfia, in our colonies; and 1 
think our politicians have not in any inſtance 
had better grounds for their opinions, or ſup- 
ported their propoſitions with more unanſwera- 
ble arguments. A trading nation ſhould never 
tegret parting with its money when ſhe 
thereby adds to her induſtry ; but in this caſe 
we pay three or four hundred thouſand - 
pounds a year to Ruſſia for thoſe commodi- 
ties which our own colonies would produce; 
and the difference is that now we pay in 
caſh, but to our colonies we ſhould pay in 
manufactures: conſequently, for want of 


this meaſure being effected, we loſe. the em- 
ployment 


0 
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es) ſo many of our poor as could 
earn the whole amount of that ſum; and 
we alſo loſe the general profit reſulting to the 
nation at large by their earning ſuch a ſum 
of money; for any increaſe of our pational 
income raiſed by an increaſe of induſtty, is 
beneficial to us in a much greater degree 3 
the mere amount of it. Jo illuſtrate this, 
let us conſider the advantage to Ruſſia of ous 
paying her a ballance of three or four hun- 
dered thouſand pounds. That ballance is paid to 
a certain number of merchants and dealers at 
Peterſburg and other ports; they pay it to a 


ſet of landlords, miners, husbandmen, and 


manufacturers. Theſe again pay it. to all 
the manufacturers, tradeſmen, &c. with 
whom they deal; and theſe to a freſh. ſet. 
Now every art, trade, buſineſs, and pro- 


| feflion in the whole empire come in for 


an additional income from this ſum circula - 
ting through the maſs of induſtry; and every 
one of them are eſſentially the richer. If this 
circulation could be traced, it would proba- 
bly be found, that three hundred thouſand 
pounds a year gained in the precious metal, 
were equal in general improvement to the va- 
lue of nine or twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds a year. Becauſe no one can be ſup- 
mw * an increaſe of income in Ruſſia, 
IA * any 
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any more than any where elſe, | without in- 
creaſing his expences proportionably; that is, 
he buys more food, more cloth, more ſhoes, 
employs more builders, and, in a word, 
more artiſts of all ſorts. None of which can 
Increaſe without reciprocal benefits flowing 
back again; and the government from the 
whole circulation in every ſtep it takes. ſeizes 
a part by means of taxes. This is but a 
flight fketch of the effects of an increaſing 
wealth; to explain it fully would: take ee 
| | cm compaſss. 7 
The greateſt ends at Petersburg is e e 
on by the Engliſn; next in rank come the 
Dutch; as to the French, they deal here as 
little as poſſible; for the two crowns are very 
far from being on a good footing, the French 
and the Swedes being in cleſe alliance, they 
therefore trade to Sweden for all thoſe com- 
modities which England gets from Ruſſia, 
fome few excepted, which are not to be had 
at that market. Notwithſtanding this, they 
— 2 17 large quantities of French commodi- 
ties in Ruffia, but © theſe come to them 
principally through the hands of the Dutch. 
DI RE building this capital has had a very 
great effect in improving large tracks of 
land in the ſurrounding provinces: "Phe corn 
and other Feen, which are brought hi- 
a ther, 
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ther, and the variety of merchandize that is 
exported from hence, employ ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable inland navigations in the 
world. The Neva, the great lakes of Lagoda 
and Onega; the Tuerka, the Meſta, the 
Volcova and the Wolga, all theſe rivers, with 
many others, tho' ſome of them are at a great 
diſtance, keep open a communication between 
Petersburg and thoſe noble tracks of country 
upon the Caſpian and Euxine ſeas : but it may 
be ſuppoſed that the greateſt advantages are 
made by the people who have not ſuch a 
diſtance to go; ſo that the products of all 
the neighbouring provinces are infinitely grea- 
ter that thoſe of others more diſtant. _ 
1 have heard ſome Ruſſians affirm, that | 
all this ſeeming increaſe of culture, of manu- 
factures, and of commerce, is imaginary, 
that it is all owing to the ſovereign's fixing the 
ſeat of government here, which has not raiſed _ 
a new population, but drawn an old one from 
other provinces. - Moſcow was once the me- 
tropolis, and the ſeat; of government, &c. 
and Novogorad the great ſtaple of trade, but 
Petersburg now is both; and has half depo- 
pulated thoſe cities, as well as Archangel, 

which was once a place of very great trade. 

In anſwer to this I allow, that part of the aſ- 
| fertion is true; that much of the population 
v 1 3 55 


/ 


118 TRAVELS THROUGH 
of this city, and its neighbourhood, is owing 
to a deſertion of other places; but at the ſame 
time ] muſt inſiſt, that a new population muſt 
have been created by means of this ien be- 
cauſe a new induſtry has ſprung up, new 
trades opened, new manufactures eſtabliſhed, 
andinnumerable artiſts employed, which were 
not in being before; and many of which 
could not have been in being had not this city 
been founded. There is no doubt, but the 
Ruſſian commodities found, in ſmall quanti- 
ties, their way into Europe before Peter the 
Great's time; but every one muſt be ſenſible 
of the comparative ſmallneſs of the quantity 
when they had not an European port, and 
when all their products, in order to get to the 
Baltick, were forced to ſubmit to a long land 
carriage through an enemy's country, and 
ſubject to whatever duties that enemy choſe 
to lay on them. The preſent method of carry- 
40g on their trade, manufactures and pro- 
ducts has I think every advantage « over the 
former; and if this is allowed, it follows 
of courſe, that population is proportionably 
incteaſed, and wealth moſt certainly ; 3 both 
which have a direct effect in raiſing the va⸗ 
lue of land for a great diſtance around. the 
capital. 
Bor the buildingof the 551 was a wa of 
the 
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the Great Peter's, which is giving it all the 
_ Illuſtration - that is neceſſary ; for if ever | 
mortal was endowed with the true art of 
governing, with that kigd of univerſal ge- 
nius equally great in practice and ſpecula- 
tion, it was him. All his ideas, all his 
plans had ſomething ſo great and compre- 
benſive in them ; ſuch a power of foreſceing 
future events, and ſuch abilities in providing 
for them, that he never once failed in. theory, 
tho in practice obſtacles ſometimes aroſe which 
were beyond his power to counteract. The 
founding of Peterſburg i is one capital inſtance; 
for ever ſince he made it the ſeat of his ma- 
rine, and the principal trading town of his 
dominions, it has been of more real ſervice to 
the empire than any other meaſure he could 
poſſibly have adopted. What an extent of 
political imagination is diſplayed in his inland 
navigations They have a greatneſs unrival- 
led in any other part of the world. But the 
moſt capital project of the Czar's was that 
; wherein he planned a navigation to the Medi- 
terranean. Next to Petersburg the fayourite of 
bis empire was Azoph, the reaſon of which was 
his deſign of eſtabliſhing a trade from thence 
thro' the Thracian Boſphorus to the Archipe- 
lago. This would not only have given him 
greater mercantile advantages! than Petersburg, 
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but would have endangered the very bein 
of the Turkiſh empire; by letting a Ta 
power of the Ruſſians into the very heart of 
Conſtantinople; and that Peter deſigned ſome- 
thing more than commerce, we may eaſily 
gather from his forming docks, yards, and 
naval magazines, at Azoph; and actuall 
had ſhips of ſeventy guns upon the ſtocks, 
which ſufficiently ſhewed that he intended 
a naval war upon the Euxine ſea 1 2158 the 
Turks. 
The Ruſſian empire, though of och an 
amazing extent, is very well known to be 
badly peopled. The beſt writers inform us, 
that it contains ſeventeen millions of inhabi- 
tants, and one million in the conquered pro- 
vinces; but from the beſt accounts I could get 
at Petersburg, believe the number at preſent 
to be more conſiderable. Almoſt from the 
moment that the preſent empreſs began to 
reign, ſhe has increaſed the number of her 
ſubjects by many ways, principally by a . 
ral and very active encouragement of al 
of agriculture, mining, manufactures and com- 
merce, and this with ſuch effect, that all of 
them are more flouriſhing at this time by many 
degrees than they were twenty years ago. 
And another means which ſhe has taken to in- 
i ffeale her people has been inviting foreigners; 
this 
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this ſhe has done in a ſtill greater degree than 
any of her predeceffors ; ; almoſt from her ac- 
ceſſion to the empire ſhe has brought conti- 
nual bodies of Germans, Poles, and Greeks 
from Turkey, to ſettle in her dominions, 'and 
theſe not few in numbers; from the coaſts of 
Germany ſhip loads, but from Poland and 
Turkey whole towns, villages and diſtricts 
have left their habitations and ſettled in Ruſſia; 
nor has it been only at certain times, but re- 
oular emigration in conſequence: of her conti- 
nued encouragement. : 
This encouragement which on: Empreſ 
has conſtantly granted conſiſts in ſeveral very 
important articles. All the expences of the 
journey, or voyage from their native country, 
are borne by her; ſhe feeds and ſupports them 
by the way. Upon their arrival at the terri- 
tory appointed them to cultivate (which has 
always been part of the crown lands) . 
family has a cottage erected at her expence, to 
which they contribute labour; they then are 
furniſhed with implements neceſſary for culti- 
vation, and one year's proviſions for the whole 
family. A further advantage is an exemption 
from all taxes during five years. All which 
is a ſyſtem of ſuch admirable policy, and car- 
_ ried into execution with ſuch unuſual ſpirit, 
| Sag while the finances: a the empire have 
been 
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been much diſtreſſed by expenſive wars, that 
I know not an inſtance in hiſtory ſuperior to 
it. There can be no doubt but the advanta- 
ges muſt be immenſe, not only ĩ in population, 
but alſo revenue; for theſe ſettlers, though 
they have an aſſignment of lands for ever, yet 
it is, after a certain number of years, under 
payment of an annual quit- rent, ſufficient to 
produce a conſiderable revenue. The continu- 
ed diſorders in Poland, and the oppreſſions in 
Turkey, have cauſed many thouſands of fami- 
lies annually to leave their country, and 
make uſe of this bounty of the empreſs. By 
this time the increaſe of people muſt be very 
great; ſome perſons, whoſe information I be- 
lieve is very good, aſſured me, that the num- 
ber of ſouls thus gained, fince the acceſſion of 
he preſent Czarina, is not leſs than fix hun- 
dred thouſand; I muſt own the number 
'appears almoſt incredible. We may, with- 
out ſuppoſing the total ſo very great, ea- 
ily fee from hence that ſhe muſt have raiſed 
the revenue of the crown lands very much, 
and put them ãn a way of being yet more im- 
proved; for certainly peopling them was the 
firſt rational ſtep that could be taken, and one 
which never could deceive her. I made en- 
-quiries concerning the ſituation of the = 


« xa and whether all — had 
a 
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had been made to them had been executed, 
and I was aſſured that they were moſt punc- 
tually ; but that in very many caſes much 
more was done for them than promiſed, and 
every effort taken to make them perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with their choice; a proof of which is 
the increaſed numbers that have been comi: 

from the beginning: the accounts ſent back by 
the firſt ſettlers, being ſuch as induced others 
to take the ſame — and this effect has 
been regular ever ſince, ſo that the number 
of new comers is at preſent greater than ever, 
and promiſes to be ſo conſiderable, that in a 
few years, if the troubles in Poland continue, 
the increaſe of people here will be immenſe, 
and with them certainly that of the power, 
and wealth of the empire. Nor has any event of 
her reign diſcovered a greater underſtanding 


FE; than this regular favour ſhewn to population. 


The revenues of the Ruſſian empire are 
very great, conſidering the value of money: 
which in theſe ſort of diſquiſitions ought ever 
to be conſidered, though it rarely is ſo. The 
Empreſs is in many articles the ſole mer- 
chant in her dominions. The whole trade 
by land to China is on her account: this is 


not indeed conſiderable, for a carravan rarely 


zoes now, Rhubarb, pot - aſhes, and ſpices, 
dre branches i in which ſhe, and no body elle, 
1 . 
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_ trades. Salt is an article that brings her in 
_an' immenſe revenue. Very large quantities 


of the beſt hemp of the Ukrain are bought and 

ſold on her account; much iron, the ſame; 
and even beer and brandy are her's. Beſides 
theſe articles, ſhe' has cuſtoms, telle, and a 
poll-tax of three ſhillings and fix-pence a 


head. The crown- lands, which are prodi- 


giouſſy pff h . in a e rang 
revenue. = 
The following: weve) account was ſhewn | 
me at Petersburg of the Empreſs's revenue, 
reckoned in Engliſh money. It is handed 
about there, and thought to be not Gent far c 
from the truth in any article. 
Poll-tax — — — Adee 


Crown-lands' — — 5572, ooo 
F — F, b 
Hemp nal Won!) 1} ao 
China trade Rhubarb and Spies 48, ooo 
Potraſhes / i — 51) —T ho, ooo 
A Oo ON — 179,000 
Baths and onde fr TE. 68,000 
Other duties &c. e, 
e dither taxes — $ 400, 000 
Total - oa 5 — 8 ab 4089.00 


ba F rg —_— fuch a revenue will ngt 
appear 
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appear ne to any reader, this does not 
3 the great difference of the value of 
money in this country, and others that are 
full of commerce and wealth; upon the near- 
eſt computation I can make, theſe four mil 
lions are about as good as ten in England. 
And if we ſuppoſe them ten, we ſhall then 
ſee the great importance of liberty, trade and 
manufactures in raiſing | a publick revenue; 


for eighteen or nineteen millions of peo- 


ple in Ruſſia, yield no greater revenue than 
a third of that number yield in England. 
Wealth therefore depends no further on po- 
pulation than the induſtry of that population 


eee It is a flouriſhing agriculture, im- 


manufactures, and an extenſive com- 
merce ur yield a great publick revenue. 


Introducing induſtry among all claſſes of 


people that were not induſtrious before, is 
therefore as eſſential an increaſe of inhabitants 
as bringing in foreign emigrants: both theſe 
mean have been employed by the preſent ſo- 

vereign of Ruſſia, for the aggregate of the in- 


duſtey of this empire is vaſtly more con- 


ſiderable than when ſhe came to the throne. 
dhe has iſſued. out ſeveral edicts for the en- 


a. of agriculture ; ; and herein ſhe - 


has proceeded with her uſual politicks; for ſhe 
e ee that the way to make this 


moſt. 
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moſt uſeful of all the arts to flourith is to ſet 
its profeſſors at eaſe ; ſhe has accordingly given 
a much greater degree of liberty to the pea- 
ſants than ever they enjoyed before; for they 
were greater ſlaves than even in Poland; but 
now every nobleman (called yet Boyards 
in Ruſſia) whoſe eſtate conſiſts of a given num- 
ber of families, is obliged to enfranchiſe one 
family eyery year, and they are directed by 
the Empreſs to ſelect for this purpoſe the moſt 
induſtrious family they have: the peaſant has 
a farm aſſigned him, and the Empreſs makes 


dim a preſent of fome implement of the great- 


eſt uſe; but he is by the ſame edi to pay 
after three years a rent to the nobleman that 
is very conſiderable ; the deſign of which is to 


convince the nobility of the advantage of letting 


their eſtates to the peaſants to be paid a rent 
in money: -and I was informed that many of 
them had'made a great progreſs in it, partly 
from conviction of its expediency, and * 
from paying their court to the ſovereign. 
Beſides this meaſure, there are great en- 
couragements given both in freedom, and in 
exemption from taxes and ſervices, to all thoſe 
| who improve waſte lands, by bringing them 
into culture. Such a ſyſtem is highly ne- 
ceffary in an empire that contains more land 
| than Europe, but not more inhabitants than 
Germany; 
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Germany ; and where alas werbe of as 
fine ſoil as any in the world are utterly: waſte. 
If the life of the preſent Ern preſs is a long 
one, great things will be done in this walk of 
improvement, and many very extenſive terri- 
tories cultivated which have-hitherto laid 
waſte. The foreigners which ſhe has ſettled, 
and continues to ſettle, and the encouragement 
which huſhandry | meets with, will have a 
great effect in giving a new countenance to 
the agriculture of many provinces. 

I made enquiries concerning the preſent 
ſtate of Ruſfian manufactures, ' and was in- 
formed that they have never been able to make 

them any thing conſiderable: They have 
at Peterſburg ſome very large. founderies, 
where all ſorts of ammunition and military 
ſtores are made; and they make ſome very 
good cloth of hemp. but the quantity of this 
laſt is not conſiderable. There are many o- 
ther fabricks, but not of conſequence, nor any 
ways proportioned to the number of the people. 
They have many woollen manufactories, but 
they do not cloath even their own army. 
England has the greateſt ſhare in the com- 
merce of ſupplying them; the import at Pe- 
terſburg of coarſe and fine woollen cloths is 
very conſiderable: what we do not ſend them, 
* have from the Dutch; but the French 
: ſend 
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ſend none. Nor is there hardly a manufac- 
tory in England that does not ſend great 
quantities of its fabricks hither ; and not- 
withſtanding ſo great an exportation, yet 
the importation of hemp, iron, &c. is ſo great, 
that a large ballance is paid (as I before men- 
tioned) to Ruſſia. There are ſeveral inſtances 
of much encouragement being. given to the 
national manufactures, but the effect has not 
been great, and I muſt own myſelf of opinion 


that it never will be great, for the Ruſſian 
do not ſeem to take to any ſort but thoſe in 


which they are from their infancy converſant. 
They make excellent carpenters, ſhip-build- 
ers, ſmiths, and founders, but they will ne- 
ver make a figure as weavers. 

It alfo deſerves enquiry, whether it would 
be highly political to make any great efforts 
in complicated manufactures which require 
"RY many hands, while there is ſo immenſe 
a territory to cultivate, and not of barren 
mountains like Sweden, but of great extended 
plains of as rich land, as the beſt parts of 
England, or even Holland: conſequently with 
ſuch materials to work upon, it is much to be 
queſtioned if a given number of hands would 
not in raiſing hemp and flax, or making pot- 


' aſhes, bring in a greater ſum of money to the 


country, than if they were employed in ma- 
5 nufactures. 
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hHufactures. It appears to me very clearly that 
they would. From the deſcriptions which 1 
have had of ſeveral immenſe provinces of 
this empire, I have no doubt but à thouſand 
pounds and ten people would. employed. i in at- 
tending cattle, yield a greater return in hides 
and tallow alone; than from any manufac+ 
tures they could be employed in; for there 
are meadows (not bogs or marſhes) covered 
with fine graſs of an hundred ſquare miles in 
a place, with no other inbabitants than what 
are. wild, and very few. of them. In a coun- 
try where there is ſuch plenty of excellent 
land, and through which run ſo many navi- 
gable rivers that would convey all its products 
to a ready market; and notwithſtanding theſe 


advantages, there are large waltes ſtill on the 
ader ſuch cir- 


very banks of thoſe rivers —u 
cumſtances I apprehend, that no attention to 
manufactures can yield a profit equal to a 
proper cultivation: the wealth ariſing from it 
would be far greater, the publick revenue 
vould be much more improved, and popula- 
tion increaſed in a much greater proportion 
If I was ſufficiently verſed in the theory. pr 
Rocking ground with inſtruments of tillage, 
and with cattle, ' &c. I ſhould. be able to make 
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not apprehend that there is ny reaſon i in ge 
neral to doubt it. ; 
While this is the ok: hae fills the 
throne of Ruſſia will moſt advance the inter- 
eſts of that empire by promoting, by every poſ- 
fible means the cultivation of ſo immenſe a 
territory; if there happens a ſuccſlicon for a 
long period of time of ſuch ſovereigns as at 
preſent fill that throne; this vaſt empire will 
be raiſed by theſe means to a pitch of grandeur, 
much exceeding what it at preſent poſſeſſes: 
and from the conduct which has been hitherto 
purſued by the-preſent Empreſs, there is 
reaſon to think that ſhe is ſenſible of the ie im- 
of directing her views principally 
to this end; they have hitherto been at- 
tended with ſuch ſucceſs, as to be a very ſtrong 
proof that the plan upon which ſhe has proceed 
ed, is a juſt one; a different one might have been 
followed more in favour of manufactures, by 
planting the foreign emigrants thickly in the 
near neighbourhood of thoſe places only which 
have fabricks in them; with a view to the 
employment of _ _ them in aa ma- 
nufactures. e 
Relative to the commerce of: Ruſs, it 
ſhould be remembered previouſly to any en- 
quiry into its preſent ſtate, that this immenſe 
HS is by no means ſituated adyantageouſly 
for 


R Us 6 1 4. 1 


for trade. The only ports 3 it 888 from 
which any trade of · conſequence can be carried 


on, are in the Baltick, a ſea that is frozen 


almoſt half the year; and, at the ſame time, 
it is at the extremity of the empire; ſo that 
the commodities, which are exported through 

this ſea, are obliged to be brought ſome 
"thouſands of miles before they are put on 
board the ſhips. This is ſuch a diſadvantage, 
that it much affects the commerce of the em- 
pire, and is of'a nature that will not admit of 


any remedy.. This circumſtance conſidered, . 


the commerce of Ruſlia is very conſiderable; 
as to the export of its products and commo- 
dities, but the ſhipping of the empire is very 
trifling compared with that to which ſhe gives 
employment. All the trade which the Eng- 
liſh carry on with Ruſſia is in their own bot- 


toms; it is the ſame with the Dutch, and al- 
moſt all other European nations; ſo that the 


Ruſſian flag is ſcarcely known in the world, 


although, Ruſſian commodities are met with. : 


an ſo many places. | 

To remedy this evil by a 3 ves 
of commerce, and by procuring a navigation 
on a more favourable ſea, the Czar Peter the 
Great formed the noble plan of raiſing a naval 


power on the Black ſea, and eſtabliſhing a 


commerce on it, with a communication thro' 
ka K 2 "=== + 6 
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the ſea of Conftantinople with the Mediterra- 
nean; one of the greateſt deſigns which 
conld have Entered the head of any ſovereign 


of Ruſſia; and which would give a very conſſ- 


derable ſhare of the commerce of the world to 
that empire. It ſhould be remembered, that 


the richeſt products which Ruſſia exports are 


thoſe of the moſt ſouthernly provinces, parti- 
cularly the Ukraine; which is univerſally 


allowed to be one of the fineſt countries in the 


world ; the rivers which flow through this ter- 


ritory all take their courſe to the Black ſea 3 


fo that it is only by an artificial navigation, 
and a long land carriage that they ate brought 
to Peterſburg. It is well known that they 
could be delivered at Conſtantinople” for a 
much leſs price than at Petersburg; which, 
with the increaſe of trade reſulting from a na- 
vigation open all the year, and immediately 
into the center of Europe, would give the 
empire at one ſtroke, ten times the commerce 


it can ever poſſeſs otherwiſe ; and would, at | 


the ſame time, give the Czatina ſuch an advan- 
tage over the Turks, as to endanger the very 
exiſtence of Conſtantinople, and with it that 
of their empire. And if the plan upon which 


that great monarch conducted his wars againſt 


the Turks be conſidered, it will appear that 


Was 
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was the town which he acquired at a very 
great expence of men and money : he fortified 


it at a yet greater expence, and built a fleet of 
ſtout ſhips for that navigation, with docks, 


yards, and magazines of all ſorts ; but the 


unfortunate campaign of the Pruth put an 


end to his hopes, and gave back that conqueſt 
to the Turks. Had he been ſucceſsful, he 
deſigned the conqueſt of the Crimea, which. 
would at once have given him poſſeſſion of a 
noble province, and the command of the 


Euxine. The ſame idea was ſteadily purſued 


in the war of 1735, which ended with the 
ceſſion of Azoph to the Ruſſians, a fortreſs of 


all others the moſt important for the proſecu- 


tion of this deſign. 


A very little reflection will give us an idea 
of ſome I the conſequences - which would, in 
all probability, attend the execution of this 


plan. Without ſuppoſing an entire conqueſt of 
Moldavia,” Bulgaria, and Walachia, with the 
Tartar diſtrifts to the North of the ſea, as 


ſome writers have done, let us only tate the 
navigation from the Euxine to the Mediterra- 


nean being made free to both nations, and 


Azoph and the Crimea in the hands of the 


Ruſſians. They would then have a free navi- | 
gation from all parts of their empire, by 


K 3 Means, 
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means of the Tanais and the Donetz, down ta 
Azoph; that port would then be the grand ma- 
gaxine of all the commodities of their empire, 
where their ſhips would load for diſtributing 
them through all the ſouthern countries of 
Europe, and on the coaſt of Africa, at the 
fame time that Petersburg ſent them to all the 
Northern ones. But this trade would give 
them a new export, which would prove per- 
haps of more conſequence than all the others 
put together ; that of corn: the fineſt terri- 
tories of Europe for husbandry are ſaid to be 
the tracks on the North of the Black ſea, in- 
cluding their province of the Ukraine; ; at pre- 
ſet theſe countries.have no vent for ſuch a 
product, and therefore raiſe no more than for 
their own conſumption ; but, in caſe of ſuch 
2 Ruſfian navigation as I am now ſpeaking of; 
this t ritorry would lie much better for ſup- | 
plying the beſt corn markets in Europe, than 
_ thoſe which at preſent ſupply them. Barbary 
Wy and Sicily it is. true yicld an uncertain ſupply; 
but it is well known that Holland ſupplies 
moſt of the demands of Portugal, Spain and 
| Italy, when embargoes are laid in England; 
and the Dutch bring the corn they thus trade 
in from Dantzick ; let the reader therefore 
compare the navigation from Azoph, to all 
the coaſts of the Mediterranean, with that 


VV p „ from 
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from Dantzick, round three fourths of Eu- 
rope. It is very evident, that the Ruſſians 
would at once command the entire ſupply of 
all thoſe countries; not only with ſo impor- 
tant an article as that of corn, but would, for 
the ſame reaſon, gain the excluſive trade of 
naval ſtores to them likewiſe; iron, * can- 
vaſs, timber, ge.. | 
Relative to ſtrength in war, the ſucceſs of 5 
ſuch a plan would only be too great; for one 
can hardly ſuppoſe the Turks would ſubmit 

to a Ruſſian navigation through the heart of 
' Conſtantinople, without they were firſt redu- 
ced to the laſt extremity; and in ſuch a ſtate 


of weakneſs their ſubmitting to it would, in 


caſe of a ſucceeding war, be but another word. . 
for the overthrow of their empire. It would 
depend on the naval force of the two empires 
on the Black ſea, for which-ever fleet in caſe 
of a quarrel, was ſuperior, they would nearly 
command the event of the war; if the Turks 
had the better, the Ruſſians would be cut oft 
from all the advantages propoſed; and if 
victory declared for the latter, Conſtantinople 


and all the provinces of the Ottoman empire 


would be expoſed to them in the moſt dange - 

tous manner; and if the advantages of the Ruſ- 

ſians, in building and equipping fleets, with 

ug territory W ſo ö with 
$i "4: a 


it 
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all ſorts of materials, be conſidered, it can 
hardly be doubted but they would gain tbe 
moſt decifive ſuperiority. - Nor ſhould I omit 


obſerving. that the mere poſſeflion of Azoph 


| might be made a means of putting this plan 
in execution and carrying any future war, 


if well directed, 0 een K Panſtanti= 
nople. e 

Let any one conßder the non. alped Kos 
affairs in that quarter, and the motions of the 
Rufſian troops, and it will be evident that 
this idea is no / in being, and that, in all pro- 
bability, beſore the preſent war ſecs a period, 


the Turks will find the arms of Ruſſia inſini- 


tely heavier than in the laſt, and themſelves 
attack ed with a maritime force on the Back- 


| feb, much too groat for them to contend with. 


I haye been told, that it is a fixed determina- 
tion of the Czarina's not toicondludle this war”. 


without gaining a powerful eſtabliſhment on 


the Black ſea, ſo that Azoph thay rnd 


I we judge from 4 preſent ſtate of fs 
Ruſſian army, we may look for great ſucceſs; 
for the firſt foundation of it, experience, * 
ſtrong in moſt of the officers, and the men 
all be called veterans. It is the ſame * 
* e ie the king of 
py „ Prufe | 


T 
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Pruſſia, that were beat without flying at 
Zorndorf, and conquered. at Cunnerſdorf ; 
and that have fince been in continual action i in 
Poland, and always victorious. It conſiſts of 
two hundred and fifty thonſand old foldiers, - 
fixty thouſand of which are horſe, better 
mounted, and finer troops, than any that 
were ever in the Ruſſian army before ; with a 
train of artillery as fine as any in the world, 
and, what is of yet greater confequence, well | 
ſupplied with officers and engineers from | 
all parts of Europe, attracted by every muni- 
ficent encouragement. The Ruſſians are very 
ſenſible; that the loſſes they ſuſtained, and 
their want of ſucceſs” is general, againſt 
the king of Pruſſia, was.owing to their ar- 
merry being very badly ſerved, and it has 
en them a great eagerneſs to remedy this 
fatal evil; and at preſent I believe they have | 
done iteffectually; they will not any Wer be 
PO in ſucceſs on that account. 
This empire has not any neighbours to 
” 0 is not much ſuperior 1 in force, and in 
| the conſtitution of its army. Poland is at its a 
| mercy, and will continue fo till ſhe'is reduced 
to a province, an event T ſhould never be 
much ſurprized at. Pruſſia is not comparable 


in power to Ruſſia, and cauld never make 


e gait | her arms again that we faw 


* 


| pedition a ſtout ſquadron is fitting out, 
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in the laſt war; becauſe the Ruſſian army is 
better, more numerous, and with an artillery | 
that yields to none in Europe; and, at the 
ſame time with an advantage ſhe never en- 
joyed before, Poland behind her, three 
fourths of it abſolutely in her power, to winter 
in, inſtead of falling back to Ruſſia, which 
was the caſe before. I dwell the more up- 
on theſe particulars, ' becauſe it appears very 
| clearly to me, that the next general war will 
ſee theſe two powers again in oppolition, and 
I conjeQure with very different ſucceſs. '- 
| _  Thepreſent ſtate of the Ruſſian navy pror 
miſes alſo well to the empire; for it never 
faw ſo many hands employed in it- fince the 
time of Peter the Great to the preſent. - Ney 
chips are every day launching at Petersburg, 
and all the old ones repairing with great ex- 


ſuch a force, that one would think the Empreſs be 
meant to awe the Baltick, while her army is 
employed againſt the Turks, She has many 
| ſhip-carpenters on the Tanais, and will be 
extremely formidable on the Black ſea. 80 
that if ever Ruſſia began a war with a good 
proſpect of ale, it 25 tip: at the 
F, 

There are many Engliſh at e ; Ga 
þ fe ſeyeral gentlemen in the Britiſh factory, 


- e 
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with whom I became acquainted on my firſt 


coming hither : there are ſo many, that I am 


. convinced we have more people in the Ruſ- 


ſian ſervice by! ſea and land, as well as in many 
other departments, than! 18 conjectured i in Eng- 


land. They certainly meet with good encou- 
ragement, or they would notbetempted to leave 


their own country; and very politick it is of 
the Empreſs to avail herſelf fo ſtrongly of the 


alliance ſhe has with us; for nothing can be 
of more importance to her than getting as 


many of our officers by ſea and land into her 


ſervice, as poſſible ; men ſhe has in abun- 
; dance, and men that will ſtand for ever to be 
ſhat at; but the deſarts of Ruſſia will not give 


her experienced officers, tho' her own wars 
have formed many under the tuition of fo= 
reigners. Our engineers are of infinite con- 


ſequence to her; and ſhe has great numbers 
of ſhi p-carpenters from Britain, as well as of- 
ficers and common ſeamen. There never was 

a period more favourable to ſuch deſigns, than 


the concluſion of the late war, in which we 


had employed a 4 5 — number of forces 
both by land and ſea, than we could poſſibly 
keep up in peace; ſo tliat very many of them 


might be ſuppoſed willing enough to enter in- 


Bf the Mü 2 A 7 8 oh alliance wa us; 
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an opportunity invaluable to the Empreſs, 
_ andot which I am clear ſhe. made good uſe. 
This cauſe, with the conſtant trade we car- 
| ry. on with. Peterſburg, fills that city with 
Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh ; but they make 
no great figure; which is very eaſily account- 
ed for. From what I have ſeen of the Ruſ⸗ 
fans, the character I had heard of them a 
pears: very. juſt ; they are a ſtrange Ee 
| that carry in all the lower claſſes the marks of 
civility juſt emerging from barbarity. They 
ars obedient, 'and very patient; but have a 
moroſeneſs that ſeems as if it would neyer be 
tamed. - The loweſt among them live in con- 
| Kant ſevetity, yet that does not ſeem to boẽ- 
down their ſpirits or activity, as, ſlavery does 
n all other countries: they make nothing of 
hardſhips, and will bear in continuance what 
would deſtroy in a ſhort time other people of 
je&robuſt conſtitutions. The higher claſſes 
| however-ſhow nothing of this. They ap 
in forge meaſure like other people, whic Þ is 
the effect of luxury among them, that 5 
here ſoftens and humanizes the people among 
whom it comes. It may be thought odd by 
thoſe who have never been in Ruſſia, that 1 
ſhould talk of luxury among the Muſcoyites ; F 
but there:is no court in Europe, in which (the : 
Situation and _ circumſtances of the coun- 


ity 


* 
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try confidered;) is more luxury; and- partis 
cularly in the articles of dreſs, equipage, ſer- 
vants, and the table; which is including the 
moſt devouring branches of it. I have been 

three times at court, which is hat we com- 
monly call very ſplendid ; the dreſſes of -evety 
body are more expenſive than I have any here 
ſeen : all in gold and filver and jewels, but 
ſcarcely any taſte; they have in their dreſſes 


but one ambition, Which is to be as rich as 


poſſible, and to have a great change; but as 
to having an idea of taſte, and real elegance; 
even the hobility ſeem not to know whit: it 
ib. They: are ridicaloufly 'ſhewy; the climate 
eonſidered, in their coaches | and fledges, 


| thinking; in every inſtance of this ſort, that 


their rank can only be manifeſted by an enor- 


mous expence. In their tables alſo, they ate = 


in the ſame tile; profuſe in every thing: this 
has a very badeffect; for their revenues, a part 
of which ought to be expended upon their 
eſtates in improvements, and finding etnploy· 
ment for their neighbouring poor, are all 
ſquandered in the luxury of the capital;";give 


ing employment to Engliſhmen, Frenchmen 


and Dutchmen, infteatl of their own country- 


men. I know not what motive the 'poverns 


ment can have had for a long while in en- 
ee * unleſs" De to | 
keep 
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keep all the nobles par, and thereby the 


more dependent. 
The government of Ruſſſa i is the 5 ab+ | 


Pinay in Europe; there is not even the ap- 


ce of the leaſt barrier between the will 
of the ſovereign and the people: all ranks are 
equally ſlaves to the Empreſs, not ſubjects; 


and their-puniſhments ſhew the. ſpirit of the 


legiſlature ; the greateſt nobility are liable to 


_ ſuffer the knout, that is, to be whipped. to 
death; and other violent puniſhments; are 


uſed, ſuch as cutting out tongues, hanging up 

by the ribs, and many other efforts of barbari- 
which ſhew the cruelty. of deſpotiſm, 

without having any good effect. In the ſame 


| ſpirit alſo we have ſeen the revolutions. of the 


government : ſcarcely a ſovereign dies a na- 
tural death, but is cut off; and, by a re vo- 
lution in the government, a wife, a brother, 


or a ſiſter, fixed in the throne; and all this 


performed by the regiments of guards, who, 
in fact, are pretorian cohorts, giving. away 


the empire at... their pleaſure, This is ever 


a mare of a deſpotic government, which 
is always inſecure in proportion to its ſeverity. 
It is amazing that politick princes, who 


are advanced to a throne by the favour. of two 
or thtee regiments of guards, do not ſee in a 
clearer manner, that the ſame power which 


8 — | | gives 


Russ 1 4. „5 M 
. gives can take away ; and, the moment they 
are firmly fixed in their power, do not extir- 
pate the 8 to whom they owe their ad- 

vancement. Peter the Great ſaw the tenden- 

ey of the Strelites and diſbanded them, inſtitu- 
ting three regiments of guards in their place; 
but theſe guards, from not being ſent to diſtant 
campaigns, and being conſtantly around the 
perſon of the ſovereign, are in fact the ſame 
in power and opportunity as the Strelites. In 

a free government, or even in an abſolute 

monarchy, provided there is a ſhew of ſome 
liberty, fuch as is in the kingdoms of France, 

| Spain, '&c. we do not fee the guards daring to 
act in this manner: but in countries of 

deſpotiſm, like Ruſſia, Turkey, Perfia, &c. 

a prince, in order to be ſafe, ſhould have 

no guards in particular, but all the regiments 

of his army guards by turns; and when 
he is away from the capital, the garri- 
ſon of every place he is in, his guard for 
the time he is there. This method, tho 
it might not inſure them from all the evils 


which attend deſpotiſm, yet it would give 7 ; 


them a much greater degree of ſecurity than 
they could poſſibly be in otherwiſe; whichone 
would apprehend an e of the firſt i 2 1 15 
1 


The Roman hiſtory is is full of aueh of 
* 
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emperors being expoſed, and others ſet up by 


' the Pretorian cohorts. Many ate the Otto- 


man emperors who have been ſtrangled. by 
the Janiffarics; and the hiſtories. of other 
countries, under ſimilar circumſtances, abound 
with the like examples; which ſhould make 
thoſe monarchs, that owe their advancement 
to a few. regiments ſelected from the reſt of 
the army,. throw all eig forces upon the 
fame footing. ..:, 
Peterſburg is n gay, . the brile 
nancy! it derives from the coutt. There are a 
great many concerts, in which we find numes 
rous performers of great merit, but all Ger- 
mans; here are plays alſo exhibited but i irre- 
gularly, and not with... agrecable , circum- 
ſtances ; an opera Was eſtabliſhed, but it did 
not laſt long; but by the accounts I have had, 
the gala time is when. parties can be made on 
the ice: In winter all the country is coyered 
with ſnow, frozen ſo hard, that that i is the 
common feaſon for travelling; and then innu- 
merable parties are made in ſledges, which are 
drawn on the frozen ſnow over lakes, plains, | 
rivers, bags, Ke. and muſt form a ſpectacle 
really aſtoniſhing to thoſe who never beheld 
it: I am alſo told, that this way of travelling 
is ſo 8 commodious, expeditious and agree 
e a thouſand 8: are. paſſed with 


* 


gone before this entertainment is to be reaped ; 8 
but, if I can make it tolerably convenient, 


Will take a ſhare in it on my return for Po- 
land; tho I have no great idea of travelling 


on ſnow with any degree of information, or 


even much entertainment; for the ſoil, and 


the cultivation of it, and the ſtate of the pea- 
ſants, Which afford me not only . inſtruction 


but entertainment, are then rendered inviſible; 5 
fo that a Journey full of the greateſt variety 
muſt have then an entire ſameneſs. This 
frozen ſhow is, however, of prodigious con- 
| ſequence to the trade of this country; for car- 
riage upon it is wonderfully cheap, and more 
 Expeditious | than can well be conceived, which | 
is a matter of great 1 to a . 


: that has ſuch roads as Ruffia. 


The j journey from Petertburg to Pekin is 
the longeſt that is gone by land' throughout. 5 
the world; it is near a year and half going, 


and as Much returning, but then it is a tra- 


ding carravan, much "encumbered with vr 


gage and merchandize, and in a part of 


route with water; for all the men and cattle 1 5 
for many days are paſſing ſandy deſarts, which 


are utterly void of Water. Part of this im- 
Vor. III. . _ - mould: 
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much greater eaſe than an hundred at any o- 
ther ſeaſdn. _ AsI purpoſe ſeeing the ſouthern. 
provinces of the empire, I ſhall therefore be 
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menſe route is performed on the ſnow, 


through a northerly part of Siberia, where 
there are no roads which are paſſable except on 
the ſhow. Of this vaſt journey, Mr. Bell in 
his travels has given a very good account. It 


is much owing to that gentleman, that the 


world knows any thing of Siberia, which 


' certainly one of the moſt extenſive 


countries in the world; and, to the ſurprize 
of the weſtern part of Europe, confiſts of 

ſeveral provinces, all of them. three or four 
times as big as Great Britain, with a moſt 
fertile ſoil, and a mild climate in the ſouthern. 
parts, capable of feeding a moſt numerous 

population; but inftead. of being abus: in 
any proportion to its fize,: it is comparatively 
{peaking a mere defart.” But I ean never be 


perſuaded, that it is, impoſlible for à ſove= 


reign of Ruſſia, who. ſets heartily. about it 
With judgment, activity, and penetration, to 
people all his dominions ; or at leaſt to put 
them i in à way of doubling their numbers, 
in as ſhort a period as ever our American co- 
Vonies did, for this great work, a time of pro- 
1 1 ace would be neceſſary, and an em- 

that was of a truly philoſophic diſpoſi- 
or "Liberty muſt be. diffuſed, all flavery 
2 the lower ranks broken ene "a nor 

man e to an farmer 
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ne 0 leaving Peterſburg the firſt week 

; Fa September, being the fartheſt time 1 was 
informed that I could venture to ſet out up- 
on a long journey, unleſs 1 ſtaid till the froſt 
and ſnow were ſet in: my deſign was to 4 
to Moſcow, and from thence to Kiovia, 


capital of the Ukraine, a country I was de- 


ſirous of ſeeing. Upon making enquiries into 


the proper preparations for ſuch a journey, I 
found there were but two plans; one to travel 
with a carravan to Moſcow, and the other to 
0 only with my own attendants; of which 
T ſhould not have leſs than five, and all well 
armed: That it would not be advifeable to 


travel with my own horſes, as I might pro- | | 
cure a military order to be ſupplied by the 


5 peaſants, from poſt to poſt, at a ſmall price; 
and at the fame time the owner of the horſes 


would attend as a guide. In purſuance of this 


advice 1 fold my little Swediſh horſes, though 
of ſomething againſt my will, and ri;ade up my 


uard with” my own” ſervant, my German 


tion, and my Swede who underſtood the 


Nauſffan language, and to "theſe 1 added by 


the faweut of Genera Woeroſofr (0 hom 
iſe much 3 two foot fol- 


I am other 


dlers from his own regiment. Thieſe five fel- 

los were each of them armed with a broad 
. ford,” A Rego WF ELUNE? and 1 
One Ss ot .. carried | 


LY 
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carried a pair of piſtols and a ſhort rifled; har- 
rel gun, which were my arms from Denmark 
through all Sweden, though I never had any 
neceſſity of uſing them. 'Thus equipped, I was 
aſſured I might travel. in OE 2 86 woos, 
al a 4 2 
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LEFT za Fs 6th of 5 ab " 
1 and with much difficulty got to Juam- 
gotod, which i is fifty miles, through a country 
which is; alternately a marſh and woods. 

From thence to Noyogorod took me three 
days, being the diſtance of one hundred 
—— I laid both nights at Ruſſian,inr ms. 1 
travelled in the character of a general officer | 
in the King of England's ſervice, which was 
of no ſlight uſe to me; for it is not eaſy to con- 
ceive the reſpect which all the lower ranks of 
people pay to the military, of whatever nation, 
5 1 AK mae n _ and the num 
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wo of my nh with their being ſo well 
armed, and the various languages we ſpoke, 


ſeemed to impreſs the people with a notion 
that I was a perſon of very great conſequence. 
The Ruſſians have nothing in them that one 


can properly call civility, but I met with the 


moſt perfect obſequiouſneſs and obedience; 
and having provided myſelf with good bread, 
I lived upon excellent fiſh throughout the 
journey. About Novogorod the country is 
part of it cultivated, but the incloſures are 
thin, and there do not ſeem to be any great 
exertions of induſtry in it, but the ſoil 1 od 
to be a fine, deep, rich lam. 
September the 1 1th, I got to Midna, which | 
er forty miles. This line of country is 
beautiful, being in fine but gentle inequali- 
ties, and only ſprinkled with ſmall woods, 
and well watered with rivers: there is much 
—_— land; but the harveſt was all got 
I faw'ſome crops of turneps, ſuch as are 
. ee in Sweden, and as fine, but the 
people ſeem to be very miſerable. Many of 
the peaſants have farms, but then they can 


only work them when their landlords allow : _ 
three or four days in the week they labour on 


the lands of their maſters, finding ſometimes 
Cattle and implements, in conſideration of 
e allowed the reſt of their time on their 
why © „„ 3 = o.] n 
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own farms; yet for theſe. they pay a conſi- 
derable rent in products, and are beſides open 
to the ſupplying all military travellers with 
horſes, for which they get a very ſpare allow- 
ance, and ſometimes nothing at all. In a 

Word. their ſtate is ſo little better than the 

common labovrers, who work conſtantly for 

their lords, that I did not find ok a matter of 
9 envy to the latter, . 
The 12th I reached Thedray, a 8 town, 
| prettily ſituated near a river, the ſame country | 
| continuing for forty - four miles, and much of 


+ tolerably well cultivated, I paſſed through . 


' ſeveral very extenſive plains of meadow; that 

appeared very fine, hut were not well ſtocked = 
With tre. The e ſeem mw well 

poogled. - r 
The ts I gat to W . is a con- 
ſiderabſe e town on the river Wolga, the dif- 
tance above eighty miles. The peaſants have 
hitherto furniſhed me very well with horſes; 
yet their pay is not three farthings a mile, 


with ſomething for the peaſant. I have given 


to the value of four-pence Engliſh for-n day's 
Journey, with which they ſeem to be very 


Well ſatisfied; from whence I conjecture that 


they uſually have nothing. This line of 
ee ig ROY: get ger gpu . 1 * 
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| with. ſome cultivated country that was cut 


into incloſures, and appeared to be kept in 


good order. Upon making enquity, they in- 


formed me, that they cultivated batley, oats, 


and buck- wheat; and, from the beſt conjec- 
ture I can make om the intelligence they 
gave me, in Ruſſian weight and meaſure, to 
the amount of between two and three quar- 


ters Engliſh per acre. All the lands that are 
in culture here belong to the nobility, whoſe 
agents manage them with the peaſants. But 
ſome they pointed out at a diſtance, that be- 


longed to others, who I found were poſſeſſors 


of the land, but not nobles ; in other words, 
gentlemen. It was with ſome difficulty that 


I could get my two ſoldiers to behave with 


any decency to the peaſants ; they were al- 
ways ready for giving them a blow, when . 


5 


De words would do to the full as well; ; 


ut I cur bed this licentiouſneſs, which gave 5 


me a clear idea of the government of Ruſſia, 


and at the fame time convinced me, that all 0 


che Empreſs s fine ſchemes for encouraging 


agriculture muſt inevitably come to nothing. P 


5 The peaſant who conducted me to Twera told 
me, on the road, that ſuch a track of land 


was his father's farm; that it belonged to 


Bim, not being hired of any landlord; and 
would, after his TENSE $ death, come to him. 
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152 TRAVELS THROUGH , 
I faid, then he would have an opportunity of 
living much better, and being more comfort- 
2 able than at preſent. He replied, no; that 
if he got any thing, the Count Woronofkoy | 
Would take it, for there was a payment 
_ (which 1 tock to be in the nature of a quit- 
rent) to him out of it. I abſerved ſeveral 
good tracks that were arable; be ſaid that his 
father's land was chiefly meadow, but he 
| hired ſome ploughed ground of the Count; 
and I found. that the rent of good arable land 
was two ſhillings an acre, that was in regular 8 
. culture. But tbis is not a mark of great 
cheapneſs, the prices of all products being 
proportionate; for good bread is, through 
this country, at abonta farthing a pound, and 
mutton and beef ſomething better than three 
farthings, but under a penny; fo that every 
thing elſe muſt of courſe be proportionate. 
And a farmer muſt cultivate a large track of 
ground' to raiſe a ſmall ſum of money; but 
the caſe is, that money is ſo valuable, that 
they raiſe no more products than neceſſary for 
their common purchaſes and rent, and the 
- ſmall ſum they bring anſwers where all things 
are proportioned. - I found from this man's 
account, that a farmer, who lived upon his 
own eſtate, was at. the mercy of the neareſt 
3 e and, if he PEE, rich, would ö 
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| be fenced by him. It is impoſlible. to intro- 
duce improvements into ſuch a country with- 
cout an entire new ſyſtem. 98885 

. advanced in my journey, 1 every \ — 4 
made enquiries after new ſettlements' on the 
lands belonging to the Empreſs; but heard 
nothing of them till I got to Twera: there 
they told me, that in the foreſt of Volkoulkile, 
about an hundred miles to the ſouth-weſt, 
was a very large new colony of Poles, ſettled 
at the expence of the Czarina. I immedi- 
ately determined to go out of my way to view 
it, that I might have an opportunity to ſee in 
what manner they were fixed, and what a 


reception they met with. I got there the 


> 


16th, paſſing through a country, the chief of 

which is waſte, being either foreſt or mea- 
dow, but with few villages. I found the 
ſettlement of Poles conſiſted of about fix hun- 


dred families; and pleaſed me better than 


any thing I had ſeen in Ruſſia. Each family 
has a ſmall, but not a bad houſe, built of 
. wood, and. covered. with ſhingles; a houſe a8 a 
good or better than the genetality of ſmall 
farm-houſes in England, where the mud 
Walls would give foreigners an idea that we 
were the pooreſt nation in Europe. Behind 
eyery houſe was an incloſure. of about fifty 
Engl acres ip one field. The fence was a 


ditch 
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. ditch and parapet, with a row of young plants 
for a hedge, that ſeemed to be a kind of elm. 
Each incloſure came down to a rivulet, where 

_ cattle might water. . Each family had two 


ſheep, and a ram, to a certain number, a cow, 


and a couple of oxen to till the arable, with 


a cart and a plough; all which were at the 


Empreſs s expence, and do not coſt what they 
would in England. This may be conceived, 


when I give the rates, Two oxen, for 


3 ploughing and carting come to but five 


pounds; a cow to thirty ſhillings; a ſheep 


eightecn-pence ; a plough four ſhillings; a 
cart nine ſhillings ; each houſe coſt the E- 5 


ſs about four and twenty ſhillings; and 


5 every family had an allowance of proviſion 
the firſt year from the neighbouring country, 


which cpſt her nothing; ſo that the total 
expence, per family, was only eight pounds 
ten ſhillings ; and many of the families conſiſt 
of eight or nine perſons. The farms were all 


under culture, and ſubdivided by the people 
themſelves; and TI obſerved that theſe inner 
fences were done exaQthy in the fame manner 


as the ſurrounding. ones, Some. had four | 


fields, others five, and ſome ſix. The land, 
when they ſettled it, was waſte foreſt, but not 


many trees on it, that yielded a wild and luxu- 


m—_ graſs: it is a red loam on clay. The 


4 yo | e 


SEAT. 
peaſants eme wheat without exception, 
which they had been uſed to in Poland; each 


E had one field of it; alſo: a crop of bettey, | 
pats, or rice; with a piece of beans, and 


another of turneps. Their farms were in 


general in good order, and they ſeemed ta 


be extremely diligent and induſtrious in their 


management. Some of them had vaſtly in- 


cteaſed their cattle, keeping as many as they 


pleaſed on the adjoining foreſt; ſome had 
more than twenty ſheep, ten cows, and ſix 
oxen; but they had greatly increaſed their 


farms, which the Empreſs allows, provided 
the former portion is all in culture. They 


all ſeemed to be perfeQly happy, being en- 
tirely free from all oppreſſion by being on the 
Jands of the crown; and there is no doubt | 


but they will in time yield a fine revenue, 
Lis Ts any ſeverity being employed. 


Some of them had pieces of hemp, N : 
4 with them ſo well, that its culture 


increaſes among them daily. I enquired 
particularly into the value of an acre, and 


found that it was worth upon the ſpot from 


1 fifty ſhillings to four pounds, which I think 


is very conſiderable, and ſhews that theſe 
new colonies may Fo a fource of YT HE 
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36 TRAVELS THROUGH 8 
It is extremely evident from this inſtance, 
that the way of bringing improvements to 
bear in Ruſſia; - is not by encouragements 
given to the aue unleſs they could * 

once be ſet as free as in other countries, whi 


I am convinced already is an impoſfibility, - 


from what, I have ſeen on this journey; be- 
_cauſe the nobility and other land-owners, to 
whom they are vaſſals, fleece and oppreſs them 
to ſuch a degree, that they can never be ſecure 
of any property, unleſs their encouragement 


comes from their own lords. Even they who 


are not vaſſals, but have poſſeſſions of their 
own, are trampled on by the ſoldiery. No 
improvement, by giving them a greater degree 


of liberty, can therefore have any effect, un- 
leſs it comes from their lords; as in this caſe 


of the Poliſh emigrants, 'The Empreſs fixing 


them upon the crown-lands, they are vaſſals 


of the crown, and all the liberty ſhe chuſes 
to give them they will ſecurely enjoy, with 


out any one's daring. to injure them in any 
9 3 reſpett; and as the ſovereign can never pro- 
fitably cultivate, an extenſive domain for her 


own account, this is the only means of work- 


ing improvements; 5. and they. Sees fail of 
proving moſt highly profitable. 


8 TH 


And the nobility have it alſo in "i power 


to e the fame improvements _ their 


own 


. 
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own eſtates, becauſe. under their protection ; 


the peaſants would be ſecure. But as to all 


general improvements in huſbandry, it is 


merely impoſſible that they ſhould be attended 


with the leaſt effect. Every landlord has 


every thing in his power upon his own lands, 


785 provided, I mean, he be of rank and conſe- 
quence; and they have the ability, by means 


of the ſlavery of their peaſants, to work very 


great effects, if they pleaſed to undertake 
them. Laws or edicts therefore muſt be di- 


rected to them: the rewards for a 
coͤnduct ſhould all be granted to t . 
Empreſs ſhould addreſs herſelf to them, and 


let — find favour at court in proportion to 


the cultivation of their eſtates: theſe are the 


n means of doing great things. For ener 


The crown lands are ſo amazingly- exten= 


five; that Oy. great ee might in this 
manner be done, and far more effectually 


than by general laws, in a country where 


the people are ſo habituated to ſlavery, that 


it would be a vain attempt to free them under 
all maſters. Theſe ſix hundred families hac 
at once thirty thouſand: acres in culture, be- 


ſides the increaſe, which by many of them 


% 


afiderable ;_ all which will, in 
proces of time, ind a great revenue to the 
aun. brlides: EINE of ſtrength 
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wuhich the empire receives. by the addition of 
population, and the amount of ſo much in- 
duſtry as all theſe people create. Aſter five 
years this colony is to pay an annual rent, 
which in ten more will be increaſed, and after 
that remain a freehold to the Poles, ſubject 
only to that rent. An idea of the field which 
the Empreſs has for improvement may be 
eonjectured by one contigudus track of waſte 
and foreſt, partly in the Ziranni province, 
Which contains above thirty- ſeven millions of 
Engliſh. acres, and belongs to the crown, 
| /' beſides;tracks in Siberia and Tartary ten times 
| as large. It is therefore CINE | 
that the great object of Ruſſian politicke 
| ſhould: be the peopling and cultivating the 
| } cron lands; which, if managed with un- 
rxemitteddiligence, and without ſparing ex- 
| 


— 
— 


pence, might be conti nually on the improve. 

| ment, and in ſuch ſwift manner, that 'the 

SEE Sen, 0 1 wee er _ 
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middle of their ſottlement on the great road, 

| where metchants reſort to buy their Ipare pro- 
Adaucts, hemp, Sce. bringing all thoſe forts of 
_ ._ commodities. which they want; and this 
trade occaſions 2 Circulation among them 
. is TT: MON The | 
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of the. 8 and benefits thiy have met. 
with has had great effect in Poland; ſo that 
they pointed out to me a track of land con- 
tiguous, where they ſoon expected two hundred 
families more. Having viewed ſeveral farms 
of the ſettlers and made ſuch enquiries as I 
thought neceſſary, I ſet out for Moſcow with- 
out retur ning to Twora: the diſtance. is one 
hundred and ſeventeen miles; and I arrived 
there the 20th, paſſing through a very finelx 
variegated country, well watered ad wood 
ed, and ſpread; in fine; plains, with many vil- 
lages ſcattered through them; and much aps 
pearance of cultivation: all this country. is in 
the hands of three or four nobles, er ſlows. 
ards direct the management of it. gat 

This city is the greateſt in the ee it 
Was once ſtrongly fortified for this part of the 
world, but the ſecurity of the preſent times 
has made every thing unneceſſary except a 
wall ; It is about ſixteen miles in eircumfe- 
rence, and contains about; half a million of 
inhabitants, till lately the Czars ſpent a 


; part of the year here; bat the palace; which is 


a very indifferent one, having been damaged 
dy fire, they have not of late: years been there; 
dut not withſtanding this, Moſcow is the re- 
ſidence of a vaſt number of the nobility, in- 
* 1 28 vm * of thoſe whole offices 
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fight of many very ſine fabricks of brick and 


worthy of note. I ſawy che great bell, hien 
| ir kanten in theworldy and indeed a moſt 
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or expectations do not oblige them to attend 
the court; in which inſtance there is a greater | 
appearance of liberty than in moſt other coun- 
tries; for in general, all the nobility of. a 
ben flock to the ſeat of government. 

Moſcow is very irregularly built; but it is 


a beautiful city, from the windings of the river, 


and from many eminences which are covered 
with groves of fine tall trees, and from nu- 
merous gardens,” and lawns, Which opening 
to the water give it a moſt pleaſing airy ap- 


pearance. I expected to ſee nothing but wood- 
en houſes; but was agreeably ſur prized at the 


ſtone. It is beyond compariſon à finer eity 


than Peterſburg.” The number of churches 
and chapels, amounting it is ſaid to eighteen 


hundred, make a great figure in the printed 


”  deſcriptions:of this city; but from ithe appear- 


ance of them I ſhouid ſuppoſe” the fact falſe, - 
and eder of great numbers very few are 


ſtäpendons thing it is, They haue mayo. 


ther bells in the city, h much exceed® | 
any thing that is elſewhere:to;be met wh: 5 4 


the Ruſſians being remarkably fond 
eee n mn Thaw £49 : 
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ff Rady» Is a very conſiderable manufacture at 
Moſcow of various hemp fabricks; particu- 
larly, Gail cloth and ſheeting, which employs 
| ſome thouſands of looms, and many thou- 
fands of people ; the hemp is moſt of it 


brought from the Ukraine: there ate alſo great 

numbers of conliderable merchants here, who 
carry on a very extenſive commerce with all 
parts of the empire; for there is water car- 


riage from hence to the Black and Caſpian 
ſeas, and with but few interruptions to the 


Baltick alſo, which are circumſtances that | 
make i it the center of a very great commerce. 
This city is much better fituated for the 


mbtropdlis of the empire than Peterſburg: It 


1s almoſt in the center of the moſt cultivated | 
parts of it; communicating in the manner 


above-mentioned with the three inland ſeas, 
not at a great diſtance from the moſt import- 
ant province of the empire, the Ukraine; open 
to the ſouthern territories on the Black ſea, 
and by means of the rivers Wolga and the 


Don commanding an inland navigation of 
prodigious extent. Its vicinity alſo to the 


countries, which muſt always be the ſeat of 


any Wars with the Turks, the enemies moſt. 
tobe attended to of all thoſe with whom the 


*Ruffians wage war; upon the whole made it 


| RY a better ſituation for the ſeat of go- 
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162 TRAVELS THROUGH | 
vernment, than that of Peterſburg, which is 


at the very extremity of the empire, and 
poſſeſſing few of theſe advantages. Found- 


ing that city, and making it the ſeat of foreign 


commerce and naval power, was an admira- 
ble exertion. of genius; but the ſcat of govern- 
ment ſhould always have been at Moſcow. 

The 23d I left thatcity, taking the road to- 


Wards Ukraine—I was fortunatei n having very 
nne clear weather, and found the roads every 
where exceedingly good, no autumnal rains 


having yet fallen. 1 got that night to Mo- 
laſky, the diſtance about fixty miles, nor did 


I find ſuch a day's journey too much for the 
| horſes; the country all this way is a level 
plain, very fertile, and much of it well culti- 
vated, with many villages, and in general, a 


well peopled territory: the peaſants ſeemed 


f tolerably eaſy, but ſcarcely any of them have 

any property. From Molaſky, fifty fix miles 
' carried me the next day to Arcroily, a ſmall 
© town; fituated in a territory not ſo well-peopled 
as thepreceding ; the villages thinner, and but 


little of the ſoil cultivated, being covered with 
much timber of greatſize and beauty. The 2 5th 
Ireached Demetriovitz, at the diſtance of more 


"0 than fifty miles, every ſtep of which was acroſs a 


faxeſt in which I ſaw not the leaſt veſtige of any 
babitation: the road was aotdificulttoRndeven 
3 LW 
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ft had not had a guide, but it is not much 
frequented; the mercantile people making 
00 Part of the journey to the Ukraine by was 
: This immenſe track of wild country, is 
on, open meadow and part covered with tim» 
| ber, which would in England be thought a 
glorious ſight: the ſoil is all a fine ſand, and, if 
I may judge from the ſpontaneous vegetation, 
a moſt fertile loam; ſo that nothing is want- 
ing but an induſtrious population: but with - 
out that, the whole territory is of little worth. 
I baited the horſes in the middle of the foteſt, 
and refreſhed myſelf and company, much 
admiring the uncommon extent of coun 
try that was without the leaſt appearance of 
being inhabited: I apprehended that the coun= 
try muſt have a great . reſemblance of the 
boundleſs plains and woods of Louiſiana. 
The 26th I rode forty. miles through an 
uninhabited plain to Serenſky.; no timber in 
it, but all one level fertile meadow. I faw 
ſome herds of cattle feeding as if wild, but 
the land was not a tenth part ſtocked; for the 
graſs, if we turned out of the road, was up al- 
moſt to the bellies of the horſes ; ſuch mea 
dow would, I apprehend, in any part of En- 
gland let readily for five and twenty ſhillings 
an acre, yet here of no value: ſuch are the 
effects * population, liberty, and induſtry ! 
4 | M 2 N The 
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The ſame | diſtance. the 27th. carried me to 


Brenſky, a pretty little town on the banks of 


a river in the middle of a foreſt; a place 


truly romantick. I felt myſelf rather fatigued 
with hard riding ſince I left Peterſburg, and 
therefore reſted myſelf here the 28th, leſt 
a continuance of this great exerciſe ſhould give 


me a fit of illneſs, for which Ruſſia is the 


moſt unfit place in the world; for every man 


out of Peterſburg and Moſcow muſt be ro 


own phyſician. 

The 29th I got to Staradoff' at this diſtatics 
4 fifty miles: full twenty of Wbich are 
through a rich and pleaſant country, much of 


it very well cultivated; they were getting in 


part of their harveſt: they cultivate all the 
grain and pulſe common in England; and 
from What I ſaw T have little doubt but their 


Huſbandry i is extremely good. They generally 


manage their lands in the ſyſtem of ſowing 
firſt hemp, then oats, then turneps, then 
wheat or rye, but much of the former is ſown: 


| after this huſbandry of five years whichis ſome- 
times varied to fix or ſeven two crops of hemp 
being taken they leave the land fallow for three 
four or five years; by fallow is not however 
meant ploughing it all that time, but letting it 
run to graſs and weeds: it is preſently cover- 
ed thickly; the ſecond year all the weeds 
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diſappear, and they have a very fine meadow, -. 
without the trouble of ſowing any hay ſeeds, 
which they keep asthe feeding ground of their 
farms for ſeveral years, as their cattle require; 
and whenever they plough it up again. they are 
| ſure to find a field entirely fertilized and ready 
to yield abundant erops. I ſhould have 
apprehended that this management would have 

filled the land with the ſeeds of weeds, which, 

upon breaking it up, would have deſtroyed 
their crop; but an agent that ſeemed to belong 
to ſome man of a large eſtate anſwered me by 
ſaying that the firſt crop they ſowed, being 
hemp, entirely cleaned the ground for all the 
ſucceſſive ones; that in caſe the effect was not 
perfected, a ſecond would infallibly do it; for 
I found they had an idea here, that hemp is 
a great cleaner of the land, and that no weeds 
can live among it; which i is what I do not re- 
collect any writer of huſbandry mentions, 
as being the practice of Engliſh farmers. 
It is one inſtance, among many others I 
have met with, in Which I regret not 
making myſelf better acquaigted with the 
| huſbandry of England, before” I made en- 
quiries into that of other countries. The 
quantity of bemp fown in all this country is 
very conſiderable; indeed I was told, that this 
Lan which joins a part of the Ukraine in 
M 3 ſoms 
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ſome places, is much like that country, only the 
ſoil not quite fo fine. The land here is a rich 
loam, wet, and much inclinable toa clay. They 
reckon an acre. of hemp, one year with an- 
other, to be worth three pounds; an acre of 
wheat yields three quarters, and as much of 
rye; four quarters of barley, and as much or 
more of oats. - They have fine erops of beans 
about five quarters upon an acre. They do 
not cultivate, ſo: many turneps as they ſhould, 
but truſt many of their cattle all winter long 
on the waſte, where they find herbage enough, 
notwithſtanding the ſnow, to keep them alive: 
but it would certainly be much better husban- 
dry to keep them better, and collect their dung. 
They have large herds, which in ſummer are 
kept in fine order by means of the exceeding 
good paſturage, which all the meadows yieldin. 
vaſt plenty. All this country belongs to different 
noblemen, and is cultivated. by their ſtew- 
ards, and agents; who ſeem to know their 


22 buſineſs very well; but the peaſants ſeem to 


be very poor, having ſcarcely any figns 
of cultivation around their cottages, and yet 
they are fed by what they raiſe for themſelyes 
on certain days, Jremark, [that the peaſants 
in this empire are in general happy in propor- 
tion to the neglect under which the coun- 
150 1 in * midſt of vaſt waſtes and rol | 
re 
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reſts they ſeem to be tolerably eaſy ; ; but any 
tracks well cultivated, are done at their ex- 
pence, and they appear very near on the 

8 ſame rank, as the blacks in our ſugar colo- 
nies, 

From Staradoff to Czernichew is ſeventy 
five miles, which I rode in two days, artiving 
there the 1ſt of November. Part of this trac 
is as well cultivated as that on the other fide of 
Staradoff, but much of it is covered with fo- 
reſt, I obſerved hemp in many of the fields, 
and ſome of it was not yet pulled, though 
the harveſt was generally in. ©zernicheu is a 
very well built town, finely ſituated on the 
banks of the river Deſna, which is navigable 
for barges of fifty tons, is very well fortified, 


and inhabited by about fifteen thoufard peo- 


ple; many of whom carry on a confiderable 
trade with Kiovia, and, by the Nieper, with 
Poland. All the track of country, which 
lies upon the river Deſna, is very rich, and 
well jt I] Many of the om of 
Cxernicheu are Coffack Tartars; but a traveller 
has no more reaſon to fear them, than the 
Inhabitants of any other part of Rufhia; for 
the government, although milder in the Uk- 
raine, and the neighbouring provinces, 
from | having been conquered from Po- 
land, is Nn 10 fame, , and the police | as ſtrict 
M4 "bs * 
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as in any other part of the empire. 1 made 
enquiries here concerning the danger of tra- 
velling through the Ukraine in this time of 
war; and they aſſured me, that whether it 
Was war or peace, I ſhoyld not ſee the leaſt 
appearance of any danger; that I ſhould find 
the Ukraine, tho' inhabited by Tartars, as 
well a regulated province as any county in Eng- 
land. They ſaid, there had been no incur- 
ſions made into any of theſe provinces, as the 
theatre of the war was puſhed on to the coun- 
tries around the Black ſea, and where they 
doubted not but it would continue. © _ 
November the za I reached Kiovia, the 
capital of: the 9 55 5 and fourſcore. miles 
from Czernichey.. The road leads on the 
banks of the Deſna, through a beautiful coun- 
try-z.great part of it being well-peopled and 
cultivated. It is inhabited by Tartarian de- 
ſcendants; but I found the preſent Coſſacks, 
WhO have very little idea of huſbandry, come 
far from the eaſtward, from countries that 
reach to the river Don, at the diſtance of 
above A. thouſand - miles. from hence. The 
preſent. race of the Ukraine are a civilized peo- 
ple, and the beſt husbandmen i in the Wen 
e ? 
© Kiovia, one ers the moſt nkderabls eilen I 
how ſeen in Ruſſia, is a place well known i 
ths 
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che hiſtory of that empire; for tho it has been 
ſubject to many revolutions, which reduced it 
to a low ſtate compared with its former gran- 
deur, yet it has now recovered all thoſe an- 
tien blows ; it is well built of brick and ſtone: 
the ſtreets are wide and ſtrait, and well payed; 
it has a verynoble cathedral, much of it lately 
rebuilt, and eleven other churches. | It has 
forty thouſand inhabitants; and is ſtrongly 
fortified. The Nieper is here a noble river; a 
and ſeveral larger rivers falling into it, after 
waſhing ſome of the richeſt provinces of Po- 
land, enable this town to carry on a very con- 
ſiderable commerce. It is the grand maga- 
Zihe of all the commodities of the Ukraine, 


particularly hemp and flax, which in this fine 5 


province are raiſed in greater quantities, and 

of a better quality, than in any other part 
of Europe. The Ukraine is the richeſt pro- 
vince in the Ruſſian empire. Part of it for- 


merly was a province of Poland, and the reſt 


an independent ſovereignty, under a Tartar 
- prince; but the whole is now a mere province 


cf Ruſſia, and much the richeſt acquiſition 
that crown has made. It is upon an average 
two hundred and fifty miles long eaſt to weſt; 
and one en. ain ace back , to. 
youths” S492. DST SN OTIS vhs oooh 
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November 5th, I left the capital of this pro- 
vince; and as I purpoſed making a circular de- 
tour of the weſterm part. T went to Buda that 
day, which is about fifty miles; moſt of the 

country rich and very well cultivated ; the foil 
is a black loam, and they raiſe in it the various 
| Sow of nie. end pul eee met 
wacks. of fiubble —_— Da off which the 
wheat, barley, and oats. were carried. And 


I obſerved numerous hemp grounds, though 


not ſo much of the country is under that crop 
às corn; in ſome villages where I made en- 
quiries, they ſpoke nothing but the, Poliſh 
and of a diale& which my inter- 
for the Ruſkanknow nothing of, though 
he had aſſured me he underſtood Poliſh very 
* but 1 met with other peaſants who 
ſpokes Ruſſian, and they informed mo that their 
products of hemp aroſe in value ſometimes to 
fix pounds an acre, but three or four pounds 
rere a common crop; of wheat: four quarters; | 
barley five, and oats and beans fix, and ſome- 
times more an acre; which: appeared to me 
te be all very conſiderable quantities. Their 

ds are moſt of them incloſed with ditch» 
es, to ſome of which are hedges, but not to all. 
They have fine meadow grounds, which they 


— hemp, in the manner I related a- 
bove, 
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25 but leave them under * for ten or 
wal years before they break them up; 


and keep them in a tillage- management as 


long: upon ſome grounds they have three 


_ Crops: of hemp running. Flax they alſo cul- 


tivate, but they do not reckon it fo. profitable 


as hemp. In the management of their cattle 
they are very good farmers : they have large 


ſtocks, } and they houſe them all whenever 
the ſnow is above four inches deep upon the 
ground; they litter them down well with 
ſtraw, and fred them with hay or turneps: 


cows are their principal ſtock ;/ and they ſell 


immenſe quantities of butter and cheeſe, 
though it is extremely remarkable, that not 
many years ago they knew nat what butter 
was. The property of all this country is very 


much divided z here art very few great eſtates 
belonging to nobility : the old inhabitants of 


the country were very free, and had a great 


equality among them; and this in poſſeſſions 
as well as other circumſtances; and fortu- 
nately this continues, though in ſubje cen 
to Ruſſia, moſt of the peaſants are little far- 


mers, whoſe farms are their own, with ten 


where elſe ſaw in Ruſſia ; the government 


are extremely. cautious of oppreſſing or offend» 


Ar e for they never will be in rant of 
7 ſolicitations . 
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ſolicitations from the Turks to join the Tar- 
tars in alliance with the Porte. They pay a 


confiderable tribute, but raiſe it among them 


. ſelves according to their own cuſtoms ; and 


they alſo furniſh the Ruflian armies with a 
great many very faithful troops. Theſe points, 
with the immenſe value of the trade the Ruſ- 
ſians carry on by means of their products, 


| hemp and flax in particular, render the pro- 


vince of the firſt importance. I paſſed in this 


line of fifty miles, great numbers of 8 
and ſcattered farms. 


Buda is a little town, or . «large vi 


lage; prettily ſituated between two rivers in a 


country perfectly pleaſant. I turned off to 
the north-weſt and got the 6th to Kotdyne, | 
a little town fifty two miles from Buda: All 
this country is equal to the preceding day's' 
Journey;* I never ſaw a track of land that 
had mote reſemblance to the beſt parts of Eug- 
land. Nothing could be more fortunate than 


the weather for my expedition; the rains u- 


ſually come very heavy the middle of Septem- 
ber, and ſoon after them froſts and ſnow; but- 
I have yet had a conſtant azure tky, with' 
warm | winds. ' If it holds five days more, I 
ſhall have paſſed this province, and I do not 


hear that there is any thing worthy of notice 
eee me Vkraine and Peterſburg; there- 
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5 took the weather will not be ſo eſſential to the 
journey. I remarked in the country I-paſſed 
to day; ſeveral tobaceo plantations; they te- 
ſemble hop grounds when the hillocks are not 
poled; they reckon it as profitable” as hemp, 
which is owing J believe to the ready vent 
they find for all they cultivate; the Tartars 
upon the Black ſea, and the 'Kalmucks buy 
large quantities; and they are not ſo nice in 
the ſeparation of the ſorts, as our planters 
in Virginia are obliged to be, though they ſell 
their product for as good a price; but I do not 
think there grows the leſs hempon account of 
their tobacco; it ſeems to be cultivated, in- 
ſtead of ſowing quite ſo much corn as in other 7 
parts; an acre of tobacco is worth five pounds 
in a good year. They have large houſes 
highly run up for drying it. They think the 
land cannot be too rich for either hemp or to- 
bacco, and accordingly 1 men on e 
Manke * Fee e 

Phe 7th I kesched piers at hs! 41 
| Turos of ſix and thirty miles, the country 
continuing the ſame ; much hemp and to- 
bacco being, planted through the whole: At 
a village by the way where ſtopped to make 
:enquiries, I found they preferred a red clay 
for their hemp, and planted all the black 
mold with tobacco. I obſerved many ploughs 
Ark = at 
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at work, ſome with fix horſes, of a little weak 


breed, but in general each was drawn by four 


out oxen. They were turning up wheat 
-Rubbles, and ſaid they ploughed them before 
winter, that the froſts and ſnow might i improve 
the ground, which ſeems to be good mannge- 
ment. I think I never ſaw ſuch deep plough- 
Ing as'theſe peaſants give their ground: I mea- 
ſured nine inches perpendicular after a plough 
drawn by four oxen; what the depth is in 
England I never noticed particularly, but be- 
Heve it is not ſo much as this. Their ploughs 
are very well oonſtructed; if I may judge by 
their entirely turning over the land, they are all 
of icon, having no wood about them; a fort 1 
Had never ſeen till I came into the Ukraine; nor 
baue they any wheels which oor plough-wrights 
is England think ſo effential. I remarked 
here ſeveral very noble crops of cabbages, ant 
in ſuck vaſt quantities, that I concluded they 
muſt feed their cattle with them, and was 
right in the conjecture: they uſed formerly 
to cultivate only che Swediſh turnep for this 
Purpoſe, but cabbages (they are a red ſort, and 
come to a monſtrous ſize, 25 or go lb. for 
inſtance) by degrees have come into faſhion 
among them, ſo as to be the crop on which 
they entirely depend, with help of hay for 
* winter ſuſtonanve of their cattle. They 


ſow 
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. fowthe ſced early in ed plant them 
when of a proper ſize, into the field in rows, 
and afterwards keep them as clean as they do 


their tobacco, by conſtant horing: an acre 


of them will winter four or Rve large onen; 
they reckon the culture extremely profitable. 


They have alſo whole fields of potatoes, ſome 
for their oëẽn - uſe, and ſome for ſale, there 


being a great demand fer them at Ockzacow, 


on the Black ſea, whither they are ſent by 
water; but I cannot Help: thinking they muſt 
"hive ſort unknown in England: I rode into 


a a field where a crop was taking up, and great 


numbers were as large as the body of a quatt 


bottle; I never ſaw ſuch before. "They freely ß 
gave me a few of theſe large ones to take. 


away for ſeed; they are planted by flices in 
the fame manner as ours: the peaſants here 
think that lands of moderate fertility do for 


them. Such a potatoe, I ſhould apptehend, 


might, for feeding cattle, be made of very 

Sreat advantage to the huſbandry of England; 
they yield from twelve to fifteen hundred 
buſhels per acre. 


The Sth 1 15 to Kade a leave 


village, the diftance about forty -miles. 
This country is, in ſome places, à conti 


nued level plain; in others it is variegated | 


9 — hills, which never * into 


moun- ; 


Þ 
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| Kato and ns are common n crops * 9 
the whole, and alſo ſome flax, but not in 
. equal quantities: All the eountry is divided 
owe ſmall eſtates, or rather farms, eultivated 
by the owners; though J am told that in ſome 
| Sorts of the province to the. ſouth, where I 
have not been, there are large eſtates belong- 
ing to the nobles, and that thoſe parts are not 
near ſo well peopled or cultivated as theſe 
parts; which is a ſtrong proof that much of 
the good huſbandry inet with in the Ukraine 
is owing to the peaſants being owners of their 
lands, and vaſſalage almoſt unknown in the 
Province. It cannot be doubted but the Em- 
Preſs may bring the crown lands of Ruſſia, 
on all the frontier of Poland, into as flouriſh- 2 
ing a ſtate as parts of this province, if the 
encourages foreign-ſettlers with all the ſpirit 
the has {hitherto ſhewn,. ſince it is in her 
power to give them all the advantages Which 
the inhabitants of the Ukraine enjoy. They a 
have, it is true, a noble couftty, equal, 1 
think, in ſoil, &c. to Flanders; and almoſt as 
well cultivated; but 1 have decent other pro- 
vinces of this empire immenſe waſte tracks of 
land, not at all inferior in every thing derived 
from nature; but enſlaved peaſants are ed 
: * with a PEROT huſbandry, . 
| The 
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The och I got to Norodiza, the. diſtance | 
forty miles: the ſoil in this track is inferior to 


what I have paſſed; but the people appear to he 


excellent huſbandmen ; they have ſome hemp, 


but little tobacco, only a plantation here and 
| there. I paſſed. through ſeveral villages, 


which have been lately built by fugitive Poles, 
who have fixed themſelves here on ſome ſmall - 
waſtes, by leave of the goyernment, but with- 


out any expence. The loth I had a very 


hard day's journey to Belechoka, the diſtance 
more than ſixty miles, and the road in ſome 


places marſhy. Only parts of this track are 


well cultivated, but no hemp, flax, or to- 
bacca are raiſed; there are alſo ſome waſtes, 


but they will not be ſuch long, for the Poles 
are planting themſelves on them very faſt. 


Here I paſſed out of the province of Ukraine, 


It is this territory which raiſes nineteenths 
af. the hemp and flax which we import at ſuch 
a vaſt expence from Ruſſia, it is therefors 


deſerving of a little attention; for the beſt 
politicians, who. have given moſt attention to 
the affairs of our American colonies, have all 

inſiſted very ſtrenuouſly upon the 
| paſſibility and even caſe of ſupplying our- 
ſelves totally from thence. What truth there 
is in this I know not; but at will be of uſe 


wo paß this province % the Ukraine with 
54 ok. III. amore _ _ 
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more attention than any writer has hitherto 

done, becauſe from knowing it perfectly we 
may judge how far we can reaſon by analogy 
wen America is ſpoken of; and this is the 
more neceſſary, as the accounts which have 

hitherto been publiſhed: of it are ſtrangely 


contradictory; for on one hand they tell us 
truly, that the Ruſſian hemp comes from 


thence; but on the other, they give ſuch a 
picture of the ſtate of the country, that one 
would ſuppoſe it poſſeſſed by herds of wan- 


dering Coſſacks, which is utterly inconſiſtent 


with the idea of ſuch a ſtate of agriculture as 
s neceſſary for making ſo great a proficiency 
in the culture of hemp and flax. All theſe 


accounts muſt have been copied one from 


another, and the firſt of them at leaſt a cen 


tury and half old. To be convinced of 


Which, let any perſon look into the account | 


of the Ukraine, in that very judicious collec- 
tion of voyages and travels, entitled Harrss's'; 


there he will meet with mention indeed of 


the great fertility of the country, but three- 
fourths-of tie particulars given are relative to 
its wandering Tartar inhabitants; and the 


words hemp or flax never once uſed; and a 


deſcription of the people given that would be 


| utterly inconfiſtent with ſuch agriculture ; and 
1 is the caſe Wann the books ri I have 


turned 
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bude t to; ek the reaſon muſt be, the 
country's being ſo extremely out of the way of 
all travellers, that not a perſon in a centur: 

goes to it, who takes notes of his obſervations 
with intention to lay them before the world: 
very few ſuch go even to Peterſburg; now 


and then one croſſes Ruſſia towards Perſia ; 


but all keep a thouſand or two of miles frown 
the Ukraine; and hence it is that the greateſt 
changes happen in ſuch remote parts of the 
world, without any thing of the matter being 
known. And our writers of geography, who 
are every day publiſhing, copy each other 
in fo ſlaviſn a manner, that a fact in 1578 is 
handed down to us as the only information 
we can have in 17693 a circumſtance which 
reigns in all the books of general geography 
that I have ſeen. Let me here add, that 1 
have, in travelling to gain information, viſited 
thoſe countries about which it would be in 
vain to conſult books; for, Holland and 
Flanders alone excepted, all the reſt of the pre- 
ſent journey is through countries, the former 
accounts of which are entirely falſe, not from 
errors in the authors, but from great changes 
that have e et, courſe af years. 
But to return. J et a1. e LOIN 
It has been -Gappoſed: thats hemp and tvs. 
coming to us from ſo northern a place as Pe- 
zie Pe. - terſburg, 


5 


(6 much as I wiſh 1 had, I cannot prop 


_ travelled through them, beſt know. how well 


Nee be 2 
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terſburg, would grow in the midſt of perpetual | 


*  froſts and ſnows; but though we import it 


from latitude 60, yet it all grows in the 


Ukraine, which lies between latitude 4 and 


52, and is beſides as fine, mild a climate as 


any in Europe: this is the latitude of the ſouth 
of France; and with theſe advantages, the foil 


is ſuperior to moſt I have ſeen, being in gene- 


| = a very rich, deep mould, between a loam 


and a dry clay,. but without any of that tena- 8 


cious ſtickineſs which is ſo diſagreeable in 


moving through a clay country in England. 


I am clear in the importance of conveying a 


preciſe idea, when we ſpeak. of ſoils; but 
not having been uſed to practical huſbandry 


make uſe. of the neceſſary technical terms. 


To theſe advantages, which this province en- 


joys, 1 ſhould certainly add, whether from 


accident or natural ingenuity, their good huſ- 


bandry, which is much ſuperior to any thing 


| = L have ſeen ſince I left Flanders. 


. After giving theſe. particulars, — .0n- 


amine, upon a good ſoundation, the capability 
of our colonies affording. hemp and flax in 


equal quantities, Thoſe gentlemen who have 


they anſwer to the above deſctiption : but if ! 
ni to Peak on the authogities 


* 


| | * v 8 1 A. bs 
kick: many modern relations give us, 
the ſettlements on the ſea- coaſts of Narth- 
America will never yield hemp in any quan- 
ities ; the climate. is much too changeable 
and ſevere ; ſharp cutting froſts are met with 
in Carolina, in 30 degrees of latitude, and a 
burning ſun, of in heat to any part of the 
world: in New-England, Nova-Scotia, &e, 
Where hemp has been attempted, it has al- 
ways failed, from the ſeverity of the climate, 
and the badneſs of the lands. But all accounts 
give a very contrary deſcription of the coun- 
tries on the Miffiſfippi: from the deſcriptions 
Which I have read of the track on that river, 


from lat. 33 to lat, 40, 1 ſhould apprehend it 


do be, of all other places i in America, the moſt 
adapted to this culture: for the ſoit is rich, 
black, and very deep; the clims te-muth more 
regular and pleaſant than on the ſea-coalt, 
which is all marſhes and ſwamps, and the 
lands in immenſe plenty, and” all freſh. 
Hemp certainly might be raiſed in thbſe parts 
to great advantage, provided the deſcriptions 
of them, which we have had, are Juſt which 
| Ido not ſee any reaſon to doubt. But then 
the misfortune is, that theſe beautiful tracks 
of country are without inhabitants alla gteat h 
numbers of people are 3 an advan- 
mm 7 A circum- 
9 N 3 - ſtance 
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ſtance to be conſidered is, the profit of ſuch 
an application of the land: hemp would never 


be cultivated to any purpoſe in Carolina, - ar 
our ſouthern colonies, if the climate was pro- 


per, becauſe rice and indico, and I believe 
eyen cotton, pay the planter much ſuperior 
profits ; and if indico and cotton were intro- 


duced on the Miſſiſſippi, as in all probability 
they would be, hemp would be neglected till 


thoſe markets failed which took off the more 
beneficial articles. But, on the other hand, 
we ought not to regret this, for the national 
profit is proportionably greater 5 the more 
the planter's advantage, the more the national 
income is increaſed. Hemp in fact is not 


an article of culture that is comparable to 


many others in profit, and will conſequently 

never be cultivated except in thoſe countries 
. where corn and pulſe, and other leſs profita- 
ble articles, would. occupy the. land if that 
did not; but when the ſoil and climate will 


do for richer commodities, it is idle to ſup- 


_ that poorer ones will be attended to. 

467 therefore, it is an eſſential point to raiſe 
al the hemp in our colonies which we bring 
from Ruſſia, new plantations mult: be formed 
: on the: Miſſiſſippi, in a latitude that will not 
do for the rich American' ſtaples; ſuch for 
inſtance as — 37 to 40, or or thereabouts. 


* . The 
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The country ſo. included. is one of the fineſt” 
in the world for all common wr" Eg ſo 
that the inhabitants, like thoſe of the Ukraine, 
would very caſily raiſe all the neceſſaries of 
life, at the ſame time that their principal at- 
* was given to OW as their ſtaple, 


_ 


CHAPTER vt. 


5 Journey to n through the 8 f ; 
Poland —Obſervations on the State of ſeveral 
' Provinces — Rufſian Acquiſitions — Remarks 
on the War between the Ruſſians and. the 
eee to Archangel, and through 
ieee TOR ONES: 8 
3 OVEMBER dhe 1th I left Felachoks, 

and rode to Rzeezyka, at the diſtance 

of forty-four miles, through a country very 
different from the Ukraine; for it conſiſts of 
"0 little beſides marſhes, with but few inhabi⸗ 
15 tants. It is to be noted, that moſt of this 
ttack is in Poland, and Rzeezyka is the 
capital of a province once Poliſh,” anti 
which all the maps 1 have lay down as a part 
of Poland; but I am convinced there have 
been ſtrange changes wrought by force of - 
Ruſſian arms on the frontiers of that king - 
dom. The e is large, populous, and 

. N 4 | firongly 


| whole will in a little time, Which ing 


%% TRAVELS THROUGH fon 
_ Rrongly fortified; but as much Ruffian as 
| Moſcow. Here are great numbers of Poles, 
it is true; but all the houſes which the war 
| had emptied are filled up carefully with Ruſ= 
fian families, ; and there is a Ruſſian garriſon, 
Ruſſian government, and, in a word, ſcarcely 
any thing Poliſh in it. By this extreme poli- 
tical conduct, that empire makes very great 
acquiſitions on the fide of Poland, without 
the: world knowing any thing of the matter; 
| which is the effect of the miſerable govetn- 
ment, or rather anarchy, under which they 
live ;. and which is the pretence for the Ruf- 
ſlan troops ſwarming over the whole king 
dom; ſo that three parts in four of it are 
a province of Ruſſia, and probably the 


be more advantageous to the kin gdom * 

ſor no deſpotiſm of the Eaſt is fo great a cuffe 
0 2 people, as the furious military anargby 
that reighs at preſent in Poland. 1 wer 4 
eeived accounts from various people ſigee 1 
Have been in Ruſſia, from which I ſhould 
apprehend, that full half the inhabitants f 
chat great country have been cut off and 
| ſtarved within theſe ten years. Near half the 
Eingdom is abſplutely in the, hands of the 
Rufſflans, who teceive pretty heavy taxes fm 
1 Cas alſo. recriits IF e againſt 


I | * 
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- the e Turks: vaſt numbers of people are, be. 
ttzhis means, © alſo tranſported into Ruſſia; 

Poliſh noblemen, who declare againſt the 

_ Ruſſian party, are driven entirely from theilt 


"eſtates, and great numbers of their peaſants 


removed immediately into Ruſſia, with their 


battle and all their effects; ſo that the Em- 
. may eaſily have inereaſed her ſubjects in 
the degree which I was told, at PeterÞurg. | 


And it certainly muſt be awed that the 
cards ſhe plays in this manner enſute her 4 


game uncommonly advantageous. The poor 


os Poles, driven about, and reduced to the'utmoſt 


miſery by their own people, muſt be very 


_  Feady to fix upon lands in Ruflia, and bes 
_ Paſſals only to the Empreſs. If this feene'of 


on therefore laſts much longer in Po- 


fund, that kingdom will be entirely depopu- 


lated; and the Ruan provinces filled with 
people; an event filentiy taking place, and 


Which will inereaſe this formidable power 


72 * "ow 


© wrong: than Half « dozen VjQoties over thi 
. the kabed-of 


the Niepe er to Rohakzow,; Where I arrived 


the 25 the diſtance more than fiſty miles. 
The country is an open level plain, of fine 


meadow, TI faw numerous villages deferted ; | 
Ade, e arable, becottie pab- 
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which its preſent. maſters carry on a conſidera- 
ble commerce. I much ſuſpect, from th 
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ture, but without cattle to graze. them: all 
the inhabitants were moved into Ruſſia. 
That town is the capital of a large province, 


the whole of which is in the hands of the 


Ruſſians, who have three ſtrong fortreſſes in 


it, well garriſoned. Rohakzow is a fine 
town, beautifully fituated on the Nieper, on 


fortifications. raiſed here by the Ruſſians, whe- 
ther the town or province will ever more be in 
the hands of the Poles. I was informed here, 
that much the greateſt part of the province of _ 


Minſki, one of the moſt conſiderable in Li- 


thuania, is entirely quiet, and in the abſolute 
power of che Ruſſians; and where it will end, 


time can only know; but the preſent ſtate of 


affairs in all this part of the world looks on 


every ſide only in favour of the Ruſſians; and 


it is certainly a moſt ſtrange infatuation, that 


the othet powers of Europe ſhould be mere 


ſtanders-by, and lock on to this great ſueceſs 
of the Ruſſians without thinking it theix in- 


tereſt to interfere. Auſtria and Pruſſia are 
armed, it is true; but the progreſs of this 
empire is e kind WING, admits MP nen 


KES 
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71 | METS At: a 
reaſon of the preſent war with Ruſſia is from 
à jealouſy of the Muſcovite power being too 
much increaſed by the advantages taken of 
the troubles in Poland. The Porte thought 
there was danger of the Empreſs taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of the whole kingdom of Poland in her 
own name; and judged that the beſt way of 
preventing ſuch a great acceſſion to her power 
was by the ſword n 1 out en elle 
WIRES; OY 3 5344 
From Rohakzow, 1 e Wee the 
.19gth; the diftance more than forty: miles. 
All this country is very rich, and part of it 
very well cultivated, but it is in the hands of 


the Ruſſians entirely; many of the peaſarits To. 


are of that nation, and every thing ſeen is a 
proof that this empire has much enlarged its 
bounds, without either a formal war, or even 
the authority of a treaty. This place is in 
the province of Miſlau, a very fine and fertile 
country, an hundred miles long, and as many 


broad, and all in the hands of the Ruſſians. 


*-The ſoil here is chiefly a reddiſh/loam ; much 
of it is in culture, as was evident from the 
large tracks of ſtubble I went through; but T 
ſaw no hemp, flax, or tobacco, thoſe products 
being pretty much confined to the Ukraine. 
Rychow, with ſome neighbouring towns, be- 
Jong to A Poliſh nobleman, en away by 
*..- 
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te Ruſſians, who have ſeized his whole eſtate, 
and taken poſſeſſion 'of it in a manner” that | 
_ prethudes the idea of his ever returning. 
From this place I rode about forty miles to 
Kudzin, through the ſame province. All this 
line of country, I could ſee, had been in ge- 
eral under culture, but it was now entirely 
waſte. I counted the remains of no leſs than 
ſeven : villages, which were entirely: deſerted, 
all the inhabitants being fled to Ruſſia. 
From Kudzin, the ſame diſtance brought me, 
_ on the i yth, to Krula, another little - town, 
wih 2 Ruffian garriſon. The country is 
partiy cultivated, and partly defetted ; but 
the remaining inhabitants will not be left 
Here long; for I ſaw a Ruſſian commandant, 
Whoſe buſineſs was, the taking an account of 
the people of ſeveral adjacent villages that had 
petitioned: fer lands in Ruſſia. Theſe emi- 
rations art not at all ſurprizing : in time of 
peace the Poliſh nobles treat all the peaſants 
as flaves in the utmoſt extent of the word: 
when, therefore, a ſcene of trouble arid confu- 
non comes, they are ſure to take the firſt op- 
portunity to deſert, that they may eſcape in 
Fature the zenewal of their former miſery; 
and the/condition:of the new ſettlers in Ruſſia 
s ſo-infinitely ſupetior to that of the peaſants 
in Poland, that nothing can exceed the 2 
9 | 4 5 Neis 


neſs aith which they a 8% from. the cee 


driven aways), Theſe are — — ffees of chat 
tyranny. which all the Poliſh, nobility. exert | 


upon their vaſlaly ; ſo that in caſe the Ruſſians 
ſhould reſtore theſe numerous provinces, the 
Poles will return to deſerts, inſtead oh well. 


peopked eftates, ....,.., oct] 0. 


 Tho.r6th;1. got. 0 Opieken 3 the diſtance 


forty-fix miles ; ſtill in the province of Miſe 
law. All this track is a fine: rich country, 
but very poorly peopled, many villages being 
deſerted. I paſſed a very urge ſeat, belonging 
to a Poliſh, nobleman, in ruins... | Whoever de- 
clares againſt. the Ruſſian. party, are ſure. 10 


have their eſtates laid waſte, and many of 


their peaſants carried off; and in the pro: 
vinces which lie near to the frontiers of that 


empire, they are driven away, and . every | 


thing ſeized by the enemy. There are not 
many, finer countries, than great part of this 


provinge, but it is in a deſolate ſtate. I have 


met with 90 parties of Poles, nor any appear- 
anc, of war : the Empreſs, has à duiet and 
effectual en of. much the greateſt part 
of Lith 3 |. ſuch, parts. are the goin 


opes in the aer that enjoꝝ any reppſe- 
„The 3 Whiteplki, che capital 
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the Ruſſians. The country is very woody: 


. In fifty miles, which were this day's journey, 


near thirty were through a continual” foreſt ; 
the reſt is tolerably well cultivated,” and peo- 
pled; it is in poſſeſſion of ſome Poles; who 


fecured themſelves from the beginning by de- 


daring for the Ruſſian cauſe. They culti- 


vate their own eſtates by means of their vaſ- 


fals, who have ſmall cottages, with little plots 
of ground round them, in which they raiſe 
what is neceflary for the ſubſiſtence of them 
ſelves and their families in three days of the 
week, which are allowed them, and the reſt 
of the time they work for their lord, under 


the direction of overſeers. One of theſe no- 


blemen cultivates in this manner above fix 


thouſand acres of land: his, eſtate contains 


above twenty thouſand acres, but much of it 
is marſh and foreſt. This is a repreſentation 
of all the eſtates in Poland in time of peace. 


The owners of them, however ſmall; are all 
| Poliſh gentlemen, and entirely equal; but 


the numerous diſtractions they have had from 
the beginning of their monarchy, have conſos. 
lidated moſt of the ſmall properties, ſo that 
at preſent the kingdom is generally divided 
into large eſtates. Every owner cultivates 
his land by means of the peaſants on it, who 
belong to him as much ag the trees which 
grow 


oe gd op 
Fr on the ſoil; thus the Poles are the greateſt 
farmers in the world, for ſome of their princes 
poſſeſs whole provinces, containing ſeveral 
hundred thouſand acres of land, and all their 
revenue, which is very conſiderable, is raiſed 
by this cultivation. The principal value of 
eſtates is the vicinity to a navigable river; for 
without this advantage they have not a vent 
for the immenſe quantity of corn which they 
raiſe. The ſtubbles I ſaw upon the eftate 
juſt now mentioned, were of all the common 
forts, and very extenſive, ' wheat, barley, 
oats, peaſe, heans, buck-wheat. I ſaw a few 
turneps, but the quantity did not ſeem to be 


uy thing proportioned to the extent of corn. 
In the night of the 17th the weather chan< 


ged, which had hitherto favoured me fo re- : 


markably; very heavy rains fell with fleet 
and ſnow, and continued ſo bad the next day, 
that I ſtaid at Whitepſki that day and the two 
following ones, in expectation of a froſt fſet= 
ting in, for they told me I ſhould find the 
roads much worſe and more liable to be dama- 
ged than thoſe I had paſſed. 1 ſtaid till the 
20th, a very ſharp froſt having ſet in for four 
and twenty hours. The 2 1ſt I reached Goreſ- 
law, through fifty miles of foreſt ; the 22d 1 
| got to Siteſky, the diſtance forty three miles; 
the n * and very good tra- 

i n 
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farms, each a family; they had 


tered with trees, which they have cleared - 
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elling, but the froſt continues and the wea- 
er is ſharp ;. this line of country, like the 
laſt, is foreſt. The 23d I reached Williluki, 


which is in the boundary of Ruſſia; but going 


from one country to the other makes no per- 
ceptible difference in the people, manners, or 
language; Which is a circumſtance that 


threatens the, Poles not. a little. I paſſed 
through another colony of emigrants from 
' ſhat kingdom, who are ſeated on an eſtate of 


the cmpreſs' s, which came to her not long 
ſince b forfeiture; it contains about four 
and twenty thouſand acres of land, and did 
not yield the late owner more than ſeven 
hundred pounds a year; but the Czarina will 
preſently make it twice as many thouſands, 


for there is the fineſt timber for maſts on it 


that is to be found in all this country; and 


: Me is making a {mall ſtream, that leads to 


the Iwanna, navigable ; the expence will be 
but little; and ſhe will carry her timber then 


to Petersburg by Water, which will prove a 
moſt important acquiſition. The Poliſh ſet- 


tlement contains three. hundred and forty 


exactly the 
ſame terms as thoſe I gave an account of be- 


fore. They are ſeated in a plain . thinly ſcat- 


Y the fall Ia ne. for 1 a 


40 
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not 1 isvery deep and FX they have 
each fifty acres divided by the . and 
they have made many interior diviſions. I was 
told that in Poland there are ſcarcely. any in- 
cloſures,, but the Empreſs. takes care that all 
the.newly cultivated tracks in her dominions 
ſhall be incloſed, being informed that they 
were the principal cauſes which have ſo much 
advanced the husbandry of England; and it 
is remarkable that the Poles fall very readily 
into it, and divide their fifty: acres. into ſeve- 
ral fields, as if they perfectly well underſtood 
the importance of the conduct. They culti- 
vate wheat, - rye, Oats, peaſe, beans, and 
buckwbeat; and have many crops of Swe 
diſh turneps for the winter ſupport of their 
cattle; they get two quarters of heat and 
rye from an acre, but ſometimes leſs 3 three 
of oats; and four of beans ; and they reckon 
that an acre of turneps will winter two cows. 
It will be a prodigious advantage to this co 
lony, the cutting a canal for the conveyance 
of the timber to Petersburg, for their products 
will find the ſame way to à moſt advantageous 
market. All theſe people are perfectly happy : 
and. contented ; they are not deceived ont 
contrary, they find their, ſituation to the full as 


ood as 25 wert 5 mage to c a9. ahem 
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all ſpeak of the Empreſs in the higheſt terms 
of admiration and gratitude. 

This ſyſtem of peopling Her nene 19 
certainly the greateſt exertion of politicks that 
ſhe could poſhbly have ſhewn : other princes 
have been willing to increaſe the number of 
their ſubjects, by affording a refuge to emi- 
grants in their dominions, but nothing elſe ; 
whereas the Empreſs is at a conſiderable ex- 
pence in planting them in hers; ſhe ſpares 
no coſt to make the namber as great as poſ- 
fible ; although from the cheapneſs of the 
country, it is done at, comparatively ſpeaking, 
a ſmall expence, yet when ſuch numbers as 
ſhe has thus received and ſettled are taken into 
the account, the ſum of money annually ex- 

pended in this truly noble ways will we 9 
12 no means ſmall. 

The 2gth I reached Opoleko, the diſtance. : 
eee, forty miles ; part of the _—— is 
foreſt, and part of it a level plain, or ex- 
tended meadow, which did not ſeem to be 
marſhy. I paſſed feveral villages, which 
| ſeemed well peopled ; and much of the conn- 
try is tolerably cultivated. Opolzko is a for- 
tified town, and ſtands in themiddle of a ſmall 
foreſt on a very pretty river; it is not large, 
but well built conſidering it is in Ruffia, where 
— any ä ts ever uſed but timber, 

of 
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of which there is great plenty all over the em- 
pire. The 25th it ſnowed ineeſſantly, and fo 

hard, that I was forced to ſtop till the 27th, 
before I could proceed on my journey ; that 
is, till the ſnow which laid thick on the 
ground was frozen; and then I was provided 
with ſledges, which are a very eaſy, expedi- 
tious, and agreeable way of travelling; and 
pleaſed me ſo exceedingly, that I wiſhed for 
a longer journey on the ſnow than I now had 
to travel; the cold was not ſo e as I 
expected to find it. N 
From Opolzko to Peterſburg, is two hun- 
dred and ſeventy miles, which I travelled 
in four days with great eaſe. And here 
ends this route through the weſtern pro- 
vinces of this great empire; which are the fineſt 
and moſt populous in it; for tho' I have been 
informed that Siberia, and other immenſe 
regions to the eaſt,. conſiſt of as fertile a ſoil 
as any in the world, and ſome parts of them 
ſeated in as mild a climate, yet the near neigh- 

- bourhood of the roving Tartars, in the ſouth- 
ern and fineſt tracks, renders them almoſt con- 
tinued defarts ; Ruſſia, it. is true, has con- 
quered many of them ſo completely, that they 
are not only tributary,: but alſo entirely un- 

able to exert themſelves againſt the empire, 

e ſpeaking; but with individuals the 

| 0 2: cCaſe 
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| eaſe is different, and thoſe provinces could not 
be ſettled, without theſe Tartar neighbours 


being driven entirely away, or extirpated: 
fo that the weſtern provinces which are near 
to trade, and to the ſeat of government, are thoſe 
of much the greateſt importance : through 
theſe I have traveled above two. thouſand 
miles, ſo that I am able to form a pretty ac- 
curate general idea of the country. 

It appears upon the whole, to be Aceh 


better peopled than I expected to find it. It 


is true there are many foreſts in which you 
may travel a whole day without ſeeing any 
habitations; and in other parts of the empire, 
to a much greater extent; but we are not to 


book in Ruſſta for the population of the moſt 


weſtern countries of Europe; if ſuch was to 
be found, this empire, which is of a much 
my extent than that of the Romans, would 

> as powerful alſo; but the common ideas 
of this country being all a defart, are carried 
foo far: It is very badly peopled, taking the 

whole together; but many of the provinces 


through which I paſſed are very populous: the 
towns are conſiderable, and the villages very 
thick; much of the territory in a good ſtate 


of culture ; and the appearance of it in many 
parts, flouriſhing: to this may be added the 
rags increaſe of Pry 8 pon gaining, by 


the 
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che reception and encouragement given to fo- 
reigners to ſettle, who flock hither in whole 
troops: I ſhall not aſſert that Ruſſia is a po- 
pulous well cultivated country; all I ſay is, 
that there are more parts of it ſo than I had 
reaſon to expect from the accounts I had re- 
cCeived, and the books I had read: the latter 
indeed muſt neceſſarily be far from the preſent 
truth in moſt particulars, from the changes 
that are (conſtantly making, and from the 
improvements of all kinds which the preſent 
Empreſs ſo nobly patronizes : and I may ven- 
ture to predict, that if ſhe enjoys a long life, ſhe 
will change the face of the whole dominion; 
all the weſtern provinces will be fully peopled: 
wherever the ſoil is fit for cultivation—the 
crown lands will be brought to yield a very 
great reyenue, and general ip preng 
around. 

Upon my arrival at Peterſburg I hired myold 
lodgings which had been empty fince I left 
them: I was not determined whatcourſetotake; 
buſineſs wanted me much in England, for I had 
received letters from three tenants in Nor- 
| thamptonſhire, complaining of my agent; and 
counter ones from my agent, complaining of 


my tenants ; in which caſe, nothing is effec 


tual but alandlord's preſence ; on the contrary, 

the ſeaſon was ſo advanced, that it was im- 

pollible to go by ſea; and Journeys in the 
- 903 depth 
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depth of winter are to me extremely diſagree- 


able, and the more ſo, fince habit had made 
me attentive to the ſtate of all the countries 1 
paſſed through, and inquiſitive in examining 


the agriculture of them; which is very badly 


performed in the midſt of ſnows: this made 


me think of ſpending the winter at Peterſburg, 


and taking my way home in the ſpring, either 
through Poland and Germany, or by the way 
of Turkey to the Adriatic, and ſo to Italy; but 


not reliſning the idea of a winter, in latitude 


60, I did not determine. 
In this ſuſpence I ſpent a fortnight, hich 


time I paſſed very. agrecably, by means of a 
more extended acquaintance than I had made 


before ; and I was particularly happy in Mr. 
Maſon's arrival at Peterſburg, who had tra- 
velled quite acroſs Poland from Vienna; he 
deſigned to take advantage of the ſnow, to 
travel through Siberia, a deſign I much diſ- 
ſuaded him from: however, he determined 


on reſting himſelf a month at Peterſburg ; and 


my being ſo fortunate as to have much of this 
gentleman s company at my quarters, made 
the time and the ſeaſon paſs away very agree- 


ably: we converſed together upon the mutual 


ſubject of our travels, which proved to me a 


5 fund of inexhauſtible pleaſure for Mr. Ma- 


0 ee We Poland, had been all over 
 Germany— 


Ss 
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Germany through part of Sas: over 
Italy, France and Spain. He had been long 
upon this tour, and has contracted ſuch a 
habit of moving about, that I believe he will 
not ſettle again, till he has travelled all the 
world over: Laſt winter he ſpent on the coaſt 
of Africa, and he has determined, for the ſake 
of ſeeing the ſurprizing change, to paſs this 
in the ice and ſnows of the north. This, it 
muſt be. confeſſed, is ſeeing and becoming 
acquainted with human nature in every form, 
and with all the cuſtoms of the world; and 
to a perſon. who has an inclination for ſuch a 
way of life, which is ſtrong in my friend Mr. 
Maſon, it is purſuing the en effec= 
| _w . | 

a ada who 1250 eee at Ps 
burg, eſpecially if he be a foreigner, is ſure 
to get eaſily into the beſt company in the 
court; I had not been ſix weeks ſettled in my 
winter habitation, before I had more com- 
pany than I cared for; but it was not difficult 
to ſelect from among them, ſome whole con- 
verſation was equally agreeable and inſtruo- 


tive. And I never ſpent my time in a manner 


that was more to my inclination; than in the 
company of Mr. Maſon, M. de Reverſholt a 


5 general officer in the Ruſſian ſervice,” a native 


s enn the baron * a Ruſſian 


0 +. . nobleman, 1 


= 
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5 nobleman, and the count de Se ther n; ia; no- 


f 23 ſettled in Ruſſia, but of Poliſn extrac- 

Theſe men are perfectly well acquainted 
Gm the languages, Courts, and armies of the 
principal nations in Europe. They have all 
travelted ; ate learned, polite, and of moſt 
liberal ideas. For two months we took it by 
turns to have a dinner and ſupper: provided at 
our quarters, where all the reſt aſſembled, 
and ſpent the beſt part of the day, and evening: 


the circle was ſometimes enlarged by ſome 


of us bringing a friend, which was chiefly 
three noblemen ſettled at Peterſburg,” who in- 
troduced ſeveral Ruſſian and other foreign 
an tele who had ſeen” much ſervice, and 
ere polite and underſtanding perſons. In 
this company I had the ſatisfaction of having 
much converſation upon ſeveral ſubjects of 
conſequence, in which I was deſirous of gain- 
Ing further intelligence ;/ particularly concern- 
ing the ſtate of the diſtant provinces of the 
empire, the views of the court upon the 
Black ſea, and the e eee ba ** 
. forte. 
M. de eee . had . in 8 N 
: lat campaign againſt the Ottomans, gave 
me the following particulars of the Turks, 
which I think may be agreeable to the 
nn 0 that if ever the Ruſſian 


# 
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empire engaged in a war with a certainty of 
ſucceſs, it is in the preſent; far the Turkiſh 
8 army is perfectly enervated with peace; ten 
quiet years doing more miſchief to it in this 
reſpect, than forty to any other army in Eu- 
rope: the Janiſſaries have the abſolute com- 
mand of the empire; and their luxury and 
riot, in a time of peace, is-ſuch, being almoſt 
without diſcipline, that they reduce themſelves 
to a level with the worſt forces in the Turkiſh 
army. | That, beſides this evil, another of a 
yet worſe tendency is, the equality of the 
Grand Seignor's revenues: money in Turkey ; 
is of the ſame cheapneſs as in all other coun- 


tries of Europe, but the taxes of the empire 


continue always the ſame ; ſo that the Turkiſh | 
monarch, although he has now the ſame re- 
venue as his predeceſſors, ſtill is beyond com- 
pariſon a much poorer prince. Many authors 
have given ſtrange accounts that the Turkiſh 
policy is ſqueezing the baſhas, and by that 


means raiſing a regular revenue; but he ob= 


© ſerved, that it is a great miſtake to think this 
any equivalent for the decline in the value of 
money ; that now and then the Grand Seignor 
fleeces a baſha, and gets a conſiderable ſum, 
but in no reſpect to be named with any regu- 
lar revenue; that the forfeiture of eſtates in 
_ Chriſtian countries might almoſt as well be 
N ſet 
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| ſet down for a revenue, as this of the Turks. d 
He remarked, that the effects which were 
within the power of curious perſons to become 
informed of, ſhewed that the revenue of the 
Turkiſh empire was ſinaller than in former 
times: one ſtrong inſtance was the number of 
their troops being leſs, and this by ſo conſi- 
derable a number as ſixty thouſand men. It 
is aſſerted as a fact, that the Grand Seignor 
cannot bring into the field ſo many men as 
the Ottoman armies conſiſted of forty years 
ago, by ſixty, thouſand. Their - artillery, 
while great mT: have been made 
through all the reſt of Europe, has declined 
conſiderably; it does not conſiſt of ſo many 
pieces as formerly, nor are the magazines of 
ammunition ſo well ſupplied, That in addi- 
tion to this evil, the. richeſt province of his 
empire, which is Egypt, is in a ſtate of little 
leſs than rebellion; and the war with Ruſſia 
bears ſo heavy on them, that they dare not 
call for a categorical declaration, almoſt 
knowing that it woe ne pofihing- "or 
War. 

In oppoſition to this. A. he 8 
2 the ſtate of Ruſſia, which, inſtead of 
being a declining, is really a riſing power; 
that the Empreſs's army never was in ſo good 
order, nor ſo numerous 1 at preſent; that 

the 
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the troops were veterans, . and not ſuch 
as had, in a hot and luxurious climate, 
ſlept away their time in peace, but freſh from 
a vigorous ſervice—men who ſcarcely knew 
what peace. was. The ſucceſs, continued he, 
which we have already had, ſhews that there 
is a great difference in the principle of this 

war from any former one between the two 
empires. It was the buſineſs of two or three 
campaigns to prepare for the war, and gain a 
ſituation from which the enemy might be at- 
tacked. Our armies fought to infinite diſad- 
vantage; they had an immenſe march acroſs 
deſarts to make, in order to get at the enemy; 


and, after a campaign, as long a march back 


to get at winter quarters: but now the ſcene 
has been changed; the northern ſhore f 
the Euxine is gained; conqueſts made in 
Moldavia and other Turkiſh provinces ; fo 
that the war is puſhed at once into the ene- 
my's country, and winter quarters gained 

there, which is preciſely the thing that was 
always wanting before; and therefore the 
pioſſeſſion of it at preſent can hardly fail of 
being attended with the moſt fortunate con- 
ſequences. I think it would be no extrava- 
gance to predict the fall of the e em- 
| pire en, pat "ry far off.” 
5 | The 


HY wil not bear a compariſon relative to the 
conduct of a war. The Grand Seignor can 
ri * great expences longer than 

Wo b the 
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The Count de Minchewſe was of a diffe- 
rent opinion from M. de Reverſholt in ſeveral 
converſations on this ſubject; and the argu- 
ments he uſed were to the following purport : 
I cannot contradict, ſaid that noble 
man, the fact of our arms having a bette 
proſpect of ſucceſs in this war than in any 
former one; but there are two circumftances 
which appear to me ſufficiently ſtrong to pre- 
vent any ſuch'brilltant ſucceſs as my friend 
mentions. Firſt, by beating the Turks, and 
carrying on two or three campaigns, their 
army will be daily improved, while no ſuc· 
ceſs can make ours better than wheh they 
began the war. In every war which the 
Ottoman empire ox the Houſe of Auſtria have 
carried on againſt us, they have improved in 
the fucceſs'of their arms from the Mr 
ance of the war; their raw, undiſciplined 
troops become veterans, and order and cou 
rage introduced among them from experience. 
This circumſtance makes a long and protract. 
eck war dangerous in itſelf, or at leaſt more 
favourable to the enemy than it can be to us. 
The revenues alfo of the two empires, though 
there is much truth in what has beer aſſerted, 
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the Empteſs; and, what is of much greater 
conſequence, his fituation will ever make one 
ruble go as far as our five; for the Black ſea 

keeps open a conſtant navigation for ſupport- 
ing their armies directly from their grand 


magazine, Conſtantinople; and which will 


always be of great ſervice, though a Ruſſian 
fleet was upon that ſea; but if they were de- 
prived of that advantage, yet there is no com- 
pariſon between the eaſe of recruiting the 
Turkiſh armies with the beſt troops from 


their provinces immediately at their backs, 


and the immenſe diſtance which every thing — 


from Ruffia has to go before it can arrive. at 
our army; and this, I Tthik, is almoſt ſufficient 
to prevent any very important ſucceſs. All 


theſe points can hardly fail of making a pro- 


tracted war more fatal to us, by the greatneſs 
of ; the expence, than it can be to the Turks. 


As to making a very bold puſi to finiſh the 


war in two or three campaigns, by aiming 
ſpeedily at Conſtantinople, there are too many 
dangers in the plan to think that any com- 
mander would hazard it. From the two 
great frontier fortreſſes, 
der, there are near four hundred miles to 
Conſtantinople. The Danube, with its fix 
— mouths, and vaſt marſhes, beſides a great line 
of fortreſſes, all lie in the way; and after that, 


ear 


ckzakow and Ben- 


2 


23 marke of — and a very atten- 
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near three hundred miles of a very defenſible 
country. Such a march muſt, in the nature 


of the propoſition, leave all the provinces to 


the weſt of Moldavia and Wallachia behind; 
ſo that nothing would be eaſier than a Turkiſh 


army to be collected in thoſe provinces, and 


to cut off the communication and retreat of 
the grand army: in ſuch a ſituation it would 


be almoſt impoſſible for it to eſcape ruin. 
The Turks would have nothing to do but to 


deſtroy the country, harraſs its march, and 
diſpute every inch of land, and every poſt, ſtill 


avoiding a general engagement: the leaſt er- 
ror in the Ruſſian general would be deſtruc- 
tion, and nothing but continued and ſignal 
victories could be crowned. with ſucceſs. In 
ſuch @ ſituation, I am not clear that the taking 
Conſtantinople would be deciſive. - But the 
war could neyer be carried on upon'this plan; 


none is feaſible but making abſolutely ſure of 


all the country as you advance; to leave no- | 


thing behind you unconquered, or unpoſ- 
ſeſſed; but to advance ſlowly, campaign after 
campaign. If ever we are able to make any 
impreſſion of conſequence upon the Spire of 


the Ottomans, nit muſt certainly be in Wie 
method. ** „ l 0 6 EYE LE I. 3 t ii e 4 
This diſeourſe I thought" carried with it 


tive 


/ ee 
tive eye to the chances of the preſent war 
with the Turks; and J muſt again repeat, 
what I obſerved upon another occaſion, that 
whenever a perſon, who minutes the obſerva- 
tions he has made in his travels, has the ſa- 
tisfaction of meeting with perſons thus capable 
of yielding inſtruction, it may be as uſeful to 
take notes of their opinions as of his own; 


and accordingly J have ſeldom failed doing it. 


| Upon reviſion, I am inclined to own, that 


ſuch parts of my memorandums' have greater 
value than I ſhould have been able to heve given 
them. I aſked the baron, if he did not 
think that events of great importance might 
attend a victorious Ruſſian fleet in the Euxine? 
He repſied, I do not ſee that events, ſuch as 
we have been ſpeaking of, can ever ariſe 
from it, except in one caſe; and the poſhbi- | 
lity or probability of that muſt depend on cir- 


cumſtances, of which we are all ignorant till 


they are tried. In making a conqueſt of the 
Crim, or of the provinces to the north of the 
Danube, and to awe and curb the Tartars in 
the Turkiſh alliance; in all theſe caſes, a vic- 
torious fleet would be of infinite importance, 
and give advantages to our arms which no 
other circumſtances could. But I do not ap- 
prehend it poſſible for any fleet to force its 
"ow through the . and attack Con- 
6 ſtantinople 


1 
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ſtantinople by water. But if the fleet on the 
Black ſea was numerous enough to take on 
: wed: the whole Ruſlian-army, with all its 
camp, baggage, artillery, proviſions, &c. I 
| — not whether it would not be poſſible to 
land them within two or three days march 
of Conſtantinople; nay, in caſe the coaſt is fa- 
vourable to diſembarking, in one day's march. 
In this caſe, the expedition would not be in 
the abſolute danger of miſcarrying from a 
march of four hundred miles, with a certainty 
of the retreat being cut off, but the event 
thrown. at once on that of a battle, in a ſitua- 
tion where a victory, ſupported and maintained 
by ſuch a fleet, would probably overthrow 
the empire; for there is a wide Atmen be- 
tween gaining ſuch a victory from the 
ſhips, and ſo ſupported, and Bey Wa 
without any ſupport, and after the repeated 
and certain loſſes of a long and - deſperate 
march. But to ſuch a ſcheme there would 
be many objections, though not fo ſtrong as 
to the other: the greateſt would be the dif- 
ficulty „f procuring, | manning, and ſup- 
porting ſuch a fleet as would be neceſſary to 
make the conduct at all ſecure; and this is ſo 
great, that it would. never be poſſible to effect, 
ia conſequenee of events that fell out after a 


war art 5 for: ny: years non be neceſ- 
ſary 


* 0 
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fry for, 4 mere building ſuch a fleet, _ 
great treaſures, muſt be expended in it. It 


could never therefore be executed: without 
the idea being conceived in a time of peace, 
and the fleet built in conſequence, and ready 
for uſe; with fkilful mariners and pilots ready 
at the breaking out of the war: which ſtate 
of the caſe ſuppoſes the Empreſs to be in poß- 


ſeſſion of all the north coaſt of that ſea, and 


to have; the free navigation of it; for with- 
out both, it would be impoſſible to think of 


the execution of ſuch a plan. Thus you ſee 


what long preparation muſt in any caſe be 
neceſſary to form a conſiſtent plan for attack - 
ing Conſtantinople; and yet I am perſuaded 
that this is the only plan that can ever prove 
ſucceſsful. Firſt, there muſt be a war, and 


a ſucceſsful one; for ſuch muſt be that which 
tary and the 


gives poſſeſſion of Little Ta 
Crim to the Empreſs. After W war, 
no time ſheuld be: loſt in raiſing à naval 
force upon 
thing the Turks can fit out. Thirdly, that 
ſea mult be moſt minutely navigated, that 


every ſhip may have a pilot who knows the 


_ rocks, banks, currents, &c: And laſtly, a 
laceceding war.muſt happen ſo ſucceſsful, as 
to put us in poſſeſſion of the provinces north 


of the Danube; for even by ſea it might be 
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fatal to make the attempt with a ſtrong 


enemy left behind ſo near as Ockzakow, Ben- 
der, or any places in that country.—When 
all theſe previous ſteps were taken, and had 


proved ſucceſsful, then I ſhould ſuppoſe the 


attempt might be made, and with a . proba- 
bility of ſucceſs. I do not ſpeak of the prac- 
ticability of: landing on the ſouth-weſt coaſt 


of the Euxine, : becauſe I have been often told 


that it is nnen nn and OW bor 
e . A 

The whole month of m unc 5 
beginning of January 1770, we ſpent in our 
mutual viſits at Peterſpurg; and I may ſay 
with great truth, and without paying the o- 
ther members a compliment, that I never 
paſſed any time more agreeably: now and 
then Mr. Maſon and myſelf appeared at court; 


- which is neceſſary here; and the Empreſs 


learning that we were great travellers, entered 
more than once into converſation with us; 
and enquired into our opinions of ſeveral ob- 


jeQs we had viewed. She is reſerved in the 


manner of her ſpeech, but has a noble open 


countenance, with acbecoming greatneſs in 
Her air and carriage. There is nothing. lively 
or pleaſing at court, the whole being but a 
dull tho' a fine ſcene. It is certain that the 


N ito: which has hitherto appeared 


1 4 
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in all the actions and councils of this princeſs, 


flows from her own perſonal genius and a- 
bilities: I have not learned that ſhe has any 
miniſters, whoſe diſtinguiſhed parts would, 
give one- any reaſon to ſuppoſe the ſucceſs 
owing to them; beſides, it is well known 


here, that the Empreſs is very determinate in 
her opinion. She aſks and hears the advice 
of her council upon important affairs; but 
ſhe generally follows her own opinion, which 
is evident from her acting directly contrary, . 
to the opinion of the whole in two or three, 
affairs of conſequence; and in which the ſuc- 
ceſs that followed, proved clearly that her 
on judgment was better than that of all her | 


miniſters. She is remarkable for being ex- 
ceeding quick in her deciſions; the never 
acts from long and repeated conſideration, 
but determines almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and 
executes with equalicelerity. Such a diſpo- 
ſition is certainly fitter for the conduct of 
great affairs, than one in which more caution, 
and a greater degree of prudence appeared; 
for nothing is ſo fatal in the government of an 
empire, as inconſtancy and irreſolution.. He 
| who conſiders long before he determines, 
muſt infallibly miſs many opportunities, 


which to more active minds are 280 the i in- 


8 * appear. 
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The laſt week in January, Mr. Maſon in- 


formed me that he had determined on an excur- 


fion into Siberia on the ſhow, and attempted 
to perſuade me to- accompany him ; I did not 
like the ſcheme, as it muſt prove a long and 
tedious journey; and in my turn, I propoſed an 
excurſion wherever he pleaſed for a month, 

which would give us both an opportunity of 


ſeeing the nature of this travelling; we con- 


verſed often upon this ſubject before we could 
decide; as we REY determined to break 
the length of the winter, by ſome excurſion 


5 of this fort, I expatiated to him upon the 


dreatineſs of ſo long : a journey upon the ſnow, 
and offered to accompany | him to Iſpaham, in 
Perſia; which was moving into a warm cli- 
mate, inftead of "freezing. on the ſnows of the 
north; beſides, - fuch a plan would ſhew us 


a country highly worthy of our attention, and 


introduce, us.into quite a new ſcene. He ob- 
jeQted to taking. ſuch a journey in the depth 


of winter, afferting, and truly, that to have 
it agreeable, it ſhould he made in the ſpring. 


At laſt he « came into the ſcheme of à ſhort 
excurſion; and that we might have the ſnow 
in perfection, he determined to point full 


north, and viſit Archangel, and the coat of 


the White ſea... | DE Oo 
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As this journey was more a ſcheme of a- 
muſement than obſervation; and as it was per- 
formed while the ground was covered ſeveral - 
feet deep with frozen ſnow, it afforded very 
little matter that is worthy of regiſtering in 
this journal. We croſſed the lake of Ladoga, 
upon the ice and ſnow to Oloucky, thence 
croſs the lake Onega to Cargapol, and from 
thence through a great foreſt to Archangel. 
The diſtance is about three hugdred miles, 
which took us only five days ; we ſtopped for 
lodgings at the towns we paſſed; and the 
ſcenery of the country, which exhibited a 
world of ſnow in every phantaſtic form that 
can be imagined, was a ſource of perpetual 
amuſement, | The weather was very ſevere; 


but i it is incredible how warm a compleat ſuit 


of fur, well ſurrounded with cloaks of the 
ſame, keeps one; I believe I could have ſlept 
all night upon the ſnow, and full in the 
keeneſt wind, without any other coverin 
than my furs; but travelling in cold coun- 
tries has made me hardy; Mr. Maſon often 
complained, when I felt not the leaſt incon- 
venience. The ſmooth and immenſe plain 
formed on the two lakes, is an object ama» 
zingly ſtriking; and the vaſt foreſts riſing out 
of the ſnow in ſome places, and in others co- 
yered with it, e ſcenes infinitely mag- 


RS nificent | 
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nificent. I had many opportunities of ſecing 


the winter life of the peaſants, the inhabi- 
tants of lonely cottages in the midſt of theſe 
unbounded ſnowy regions. They lay in a 
 Ntore for winter of ſalted meat indiſcriminate- 
ly of whatever ſort they have ; alſo a quantity 
of rye, 'barley, peaſe or meal ; and they. lay 
up likewiſe, a conſiderable portion of dried 
' fiſh, which they cure in the ſmoak of their 
'cabbins : this winter ſtock; with the fowls 
and accidental beaſts they kill in ranging! the 
foreſts, ſupply them tolerably well. They 
cloath themſelves very warm in the ſkins of 
ordinary ſorts of beaſts, that hardly deſerves 
the name of furs: and the plenty of wood 
every where to be found, makes firing ſo. 
cheap an article to them, that their winter 
lives 1 take, to be much more comfortable than 
their ſummer ones; for their lords have not 
ſo much work for them to perform, ſo that 
more of their time is their own; the greateſt 
regale that can be given them is that of a 
dram; and we have often found, that they 
would in any little contract perform Aer 
more than they agree to, if a dram is added. 
This in ſo cold a country, and where the ar- 
ticles of Iuxury among the poor are ſo ex- 
tremely limited, is not to be wonder'd = 
| | _ ' Archangel 


. 
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- Archangel i is a ſmall town, almoſt on the 
oak of the Divini, which river is very broad, 
and deep, and forms an excellent harbour. 
It contains about five thouſand- inhabitants, 
but the number once was near thirty thou- 
ſand, when it was the great ſtaple of all the 
trade which the Engliſh and Dutch carried on 
with Ruſſia, before Peter the great founded 
Peterſburg. It is worthy of obſervation, that 
from that port there was a conſiderable ex- 
port of Ruſſian commodities, particularly na- 
val ſtores and furs, before that great com- 
merce was in being, which has ſince aroſe 
at Peterſburg. In thoſe days it was not an 
uncommon thing to ſee three or four hundred 
ſail of ſhips at a time in this harbour, but 
now very few reſort there: It is a poor place; 
the buildings containing nothing that is at all 
worthy of notice: They have a cathedral, 
and d an archbiſhop of the Greek church; but 
* thing looks much on the decline. 
Io avoid returning to Peterſburg by che 
ame road we had come, Mr. Maſon. Propoſed 
our crofling the White ſea on the ice, and ta- 
king a ſmall. compaſs through Lapland, and 
turning ſouthwards round that i down'tothe 
lake Ladoga, and ſo home 'to Peterſburg : 
this plan I readily agreed to, and'accordingly 
ws: au it. From the promontory; of 
41041 4 | Catſnoze, 
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OCatſnoze, acroſs to Parſiga in, Lapland, is 
about ſeven and thirty miles, which we 
paſſed in leſs than a day, though not without 
ſome danger. From thence we went to Po- 
hina, then to Kola, almoſt on the north ſea, 
and turning ſouth to Keretta, paſſed out of 
Lapland from Kovoda, into Carelia, ha- 
ving travelled near five hundred miles through 
Muſcovite Lapland. I expected to find nine 
tenths of the country a deſart; but it is not 
ſo; on the contrary there are ſeveral little 
tons, and among thoſe on the coaſt there 
is a ſmall trade divided; a ſhip on a coaſting 
voyage now and then comes in ſummer, to 
purchaſe furs with ſuch. commioodities as are 
moſt in requeſt among the Laplanders. There 
is very little cultivation among them; but 
they have large orchards, which furniſh them 
wich an ordinary ſort of apple: what corn 
they ſow, is chiefly rye, and a little barley; and 
this is a new thing, for formerly they lived 
entirely upon hunting and fiſhing, which are at 
preſent their principal, dependance; they dry 
both fleſh and fiſh for winter proviſion, and 
ſeem not much to regard the ſeverities of the 
climate. I do not enter into any particular 
defcription - of them, or: their manners, be- 
te I find that the accounts which Ihave 
e 5 1 . of the country; 
S003 3 þ 1 from 
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Hide what could be ſeen of it in this Fg 
cannot be diſagreeable ; it conſiſts of many 
open plains, gentle hills, and woods; ſome 
of which are open. groves, having no under- 
wood in them. This province pays the Em- 
preſs but one tax, which is a certain tribute 
of furs; the amount of which is conſiderable. 
The rental of the eſtates, which are ſituated 
in it, is paid entirely in furs and ſkins, for 
which the peaſants have liberty to cultivate 
whatever land they want, and alſo to hunt and 
fiſh on all the eſtates. In ſuch a country it may 
be ſuppoſed, that large tracks of land yield 
but very ſmall returns; I was aſſured after- _ 
wards by a gentleman at Peterſburg, that he — 
has a track of ſixty miles long, by four and _ = 

twenty broad in ſome places, and the income 
of it was not four hundred n. a e neat 
1 Peterſpurg. 

Upon our return torkiateity; we NEE Ws our 
LZ ſociety in order to paſs the reſt of the 
winter in as agreeable a manner as poſlible;z 
a: purpoſe, which I found was fortunately an- 
ſwered, and made me often reflect with plea- 
ſare on my determining to winter here. But 
believe, much in ſueh caſes is to be attri- 
buted to one's ———— beforehand to make 
the beſt of all thoſe inconveniencies which 
wo" be occaſioned by difference of climate or 

ſeaſon. 4 


8 
——— —— 
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_ ſeaſon. In the depth of winter the mhabit- 
ants of Ruſſia keep chiefly within doors; 
the ſociety of the fire- ſide is then the only re- 
Fuge from the inclemency of the weather - 
this naturally begets a more ſociable temper; 
and agreater willingneſs to be pleaſed, than if all 
common objects divided the attention and oc- 
cCupied one's hopes and fears. Whether this is 
or is not a rational account of the matter, I have 
however often experienced the caſe; and tho 
my acquaintance this winter at Peterſpurg 
wanted no circumſtances to ſet them off, yet 
I think I enjoyed their converſation more, 
than if it had been in the midſt of r mild- 
neſ6co a winter in Andaluſia... _ 
The count de Sellirne informed us N nds 
dle of March, that he ſhould very early in 
the ſpring repair by the Empreſs's ordet to 
Azoph, to make the campaign which was 
meditated againſt the Turks in Georgia; and 
in which he expected a commiſſion of import- 
ance. This turned our converſation for ſe- 
veral days on the views of the court of Ruſſia, 
in the war in that part of the world; and the 
Baron Minchewle aſſerted, that attacking the 
Turks in their provinces, between the Black 
ſea and the Euxine, was one of the wiſeſt 
meaſures that could be adopted, and the beſt 
| nnn of any to * 1 Stent diverſion to 
their 
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their arms, to the eaſe of the war in the 
provinces on the north of the Danube. It is 
a territory of very great importance, from its 
ſituation between the two ſeas, as well as from 
the fineneſs of the climate and the fertility of 
much of the ſoil. It is by means of theſe 
provinces that they hold ſo great a command 
of the Black ſea, entirely ſurrounding it b 


their dominions and ports. By theſe pro- 
vinces alſo, the communication is kept up 


between their other, dominions, and the Tar- 
tars in ſubjection or alliance with them, after 


the Ruſſian army cuts it off on the weſtern 


coaſt. Such a diverſion, if made by an army 
tolerably powerful, would have great effects; 

thoſe eaſtern provinces are weak, drained of 
their troops, and the fortreſſes never in good 
order; if all the maritime ones were attacked 
one after another by an army in concert 


with a fleet, the war might in two campaigns 


be carried to the ſouthern coaſt of that ſea, 
| which would alarm the Turks exceedingly, 


and occaſion ene” drafts roms their grand. 


army. Fo 


Upon another editing; wha we were 
converſing upon the proſpects of the preſent 


war, I related the journey I had made from 
the Ukraine along the frontiers of Poland to 


| Peterſburg ; and obſerved, that an immenſe _ 
track 


| 
5 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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track of country was not only 1 in the hands of 


the Ruſſian troops, but the towns and villages - 
pertly peopled with Ruſſians, while the old 


inhabitants were all flying into Ruſſia: this, 
1 remarked, had all the appearance of the Em- 
prels's deſignin g to annex thoſe countries to her 


dominions. The Count ſaid, in reply, that 
there were ſeveral provinces in Lithuania 
which the ancient Czars had leng claimed; 
they were once independent; and after put- 


ting themſelves firſt under the protection of 
| Poland, then under that of Ruſſia, and then 
going back to. Poland again, diſputes about 


the ſovereignty had happened, which extend- 


ed in ſome degree to the whole grand duchy 
of Lithuania: he therefore ſuppoſed the Em- 
| preſs might keep, thoſe. provinces in her 


hands, if not retain them, at leaſt for making 


8 diviſaon with the republick, and aſcertaining 


clearly the boundary, if ever a time of tran- 
uillity ſhould return. He ſaid that there was 
great reaſon to believe ſo very political a 
princeſs would not miſtake ſo much, as to 


form any conſiderable conqueſts from Poland, 
and that for two unanſwerable reaſons: firſt, 
becauſe they are not to her worth having, 


after the inhabitants are all ſwept away; by 
her encouragements ſhe attracts the 2 
pus and fear ſends N the reſt: 3 i on a 


peace, 
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peace, the owners of thoſe provinces are at the 
trouble to re-people them from other parts of 
Poland, they will only be at work for her, as 
in a future rupture the ſame game will be 
played over again, and the Empreſs gain every 
thing ſhe wants, which is not territory, but 
people. The ſecond reafon is no leſs forci- 
ble; if the was to diſmember any provinces 
of conſequence from the kingdom of Poland, 
ſhe would ſcarcely fail of bringing the united 
arms of AUNTS and Proffia on | her ö neither of 
of Gaticfation, the inlreafe of this 'erpire's | 
greatneſs, and would declare, againft it the 
inſtant any appearance took place of mak- 
ing acquiſitions from Poland, which to them 
would carry appearances of greater deſigns ; 
and if Poland fell into the bands of any neigh- 
bour, the ballance of power in all this part 
of the world , lis at once deſtroyed; 'and of all 
events, none can be 1 more againſt the intereſts | 
of Auſtria and Pruffia, . than to bring the 
Ruſſian power nearer ts them than it is at 
| preſent. Peo pling ber waſtes i is the great ob- 
ject of the Sei ; Poliſh provinces would 
e of no value to hers * territory Is her ob- 
Jt, it cannot be ind Poland, but on the 
Xine ſea, where it would bring trade; and 
a command with it, of much more conſe- 


0 
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- quence to her than half of Poland. The Ruſ- 
ſians you ſaw ſettling on the frontier pro- 
vinces, muſt be merely ſuch as are attracted 
by the armies with a view of ſupplying them, 
at a'time when the deſerted houſes and farms 
of the Poles were ready to receive them ; but 
they will all be glad to return when the occaſion 
of their going is removed. Thoſe provinces 
are now under the civil as well as military ad- 
miniſtration of Ruſſia, which muſt of conſe- 
quence carry a great number of Ruſſians there, 
whoſe reſidence can be no longer than the oc- 
caſion continues. All will return —_ a ge- 
neral pacification. + | 
I ſhould think, in good politics, the 8 8 
opinion muſt be right; and that the Empreſs 
| keeps poſſeſſion of ſo many Poliſh provinces, 

in order to be better able to carry off all the 
inhabitants; which is certainly making the 
beſt uſe of them that can be to her. But, 
at the ſame time, ſhe acquires all that ſtrength 

which would be the conſequence of ſeizin 
the provinces themſelves; and therefore her 
rivals, who would declare againſt her for one, 
Gould, to be conſiſtent, do the fame for the 
other ; for there certainly can be no doubt but 
the increaſe of a million of ſubjects, fixed on 
the crown lands of this empire, would 

e the monarch on the throne far 
more 


HS La of © © | 
more than the acquiſition 1 a Polin . 
vince, containing a million, and "Your ar 
or five times the wealth. 

The approach of the ſpring made Mr. 
Maſon and myſelf think of leaving Peterſpurg. 
He determined to travel into Perſia, and, if 
the country is tolerably ſettled, to go by land 


through the Mogul's empire to our ſettlements 


on the coaſt of Coromandel; an idea very 


worthy of a man who, I believe, will never | 


ceaſe to travel till he ceaſes to live. But as I 
have no deſire to paſs away my life without 
the ſatisfaction of fixing, I ſhall bend my 


courſe homewards, with the pleaſing idea of 


turning a country farmer in Northampton- 
ſhire, and putting in practice, on my own 
_ eſtate, ſome of the various cultures and me- 
chods which: 23 e ee in o wy 
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The 3d of April, n 1 tſk Perentburgs. 


taking with me five attendants to conduct me 
ſaſe through Poland; among whom were 


two ſoldiers, who could ſpeak German and 


Poliſh : of the former language I have enough 
to underſtand common converſation.” Such a 
tetinue in England would coſt a traveller four 

or five pounds a day; but I could travel in 
Ruſſia or Poland for four and thirty ſhillings 
a day, all expences included, except extraor- 


e. ” D | Gay 
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dinary ones; when 1 ſtop at large towns, 


1 landlords, though they are very reaſona- 


ee will yet ſwell the account higher than 
I arrived: the 5th; at Narva, which is 
one eee miles; the country ver. badly 
inhabited, but much of it cultivated... The 
froſt is beginning to go; ſo in ten days or a 
fortnight we may expect ſummer, which, in 
the northern climates, comes at once, with- 
out the intervention of ſpring. The ſnow 
melts apace ; till it is quite gone, the roads 
will be bad ; but I have even, in their pre- 
ſent circumſtances, travelled on worſe, - | 
Narva is prettily ſituated on the banks ofa 
Gam river, though not a deep one, as chips of 
any ſize. cannot come up to the town: it is 
well built, and ſtrongly, fortified, -., Here-is/:a 
confiderable trade in hemp, flax, timber, pot 
aſhes, and moſt of the commodities which 
are exported from Peterſburg. Almoſt all the 
trade is in the hands of che Engliſh and 
Dutch but the former are much the greateſt 
purchaſers: the trade which the latter carry 
on here bas long been on the decline. I left 
Narva the 6th, at noon, and taking the banks 
of the river, followed it two days, when I arrived 
at Salatſki, which is above ninety: miles from 
Narva, ſtanding at the bottom of a very ſine 
n forty miles: . and as much 
long. 


FFG 
* Al this country is pygtt) 
vated, I ſaw many fields of ry« 
green, though ſo lately covered with ſnow, 


and much of them now under it. The Bth I 
reached Pleſcow, on a lake of the ſame name, 


ſome parts of which, from the wooded iſlands 
which are thick in it, are very beautiful. All 
this country is as well cultivated as any part 
of Ruſſia. It produces a large quantity of 
flax ; but they reckon the ſoil rather too light 
for hemp. They have two ſeaſons for ſow- 
ing both wheat and rye; October, and April 
and May ; but they reckon that the former 
ſeaſon yields the beſt produce. They grow 
much more corn than is neceſſary for their 


own conſumption, which, wich their flax, is 


| exported by the port of Narva; water carriage 
giving them that opportunity at a very cheap 
rate. Wheat yields here two quarters, and 
ſometimes more, upon an acre ; rye not more 
than wheat: barley is not ſown till the mid- 


dle of May, but the heat of the ſun brings an 
early harveſt ; it is not reckoned- a very pro- 


fitable grain here; they get from two quar- 
ters to two and an half per acre: oats yield 
three and an half. I had been informed, that 


in Livonia, one method of cultivation was 


very extraordinary, which was, that of flood- 
ng vales that would admit it, and keeping 
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them as fiſh-ponds for three or four years, 
and then, letting the water off, they cultivate 
it for corn for ſive or ſix years; after which 
the water muſt be let on again to fertilize it 
afreſh : but on enquiry I found it was not in 
this part of the country: but they uſe here 
almoſt as many wood aſhes for manuring their 
lands as they do in Sweden, and fay that no 
other manure has ſo great an effect. T5 
The roads growing but indifferent, I did 
not reach Marienburg till the roth; the diſ- 
tance better than fifty miles. The country is 
woody in parts, but much of it very well cul- 
tivated. I paſſed through large tracks of 
young wheat and rye, which looked extreme- 
ly well; and the peaſants were all buſy in the 
fields with their ploughs, which they work, 
ſome with horſes, and ſome with oxen. They 
were tilling their lands for barley and oats, 
and alſo flax; for the latter of which they ap- 
propriate their beſt ſoils, if not wet clays; but 
they prefer a fine light ſandy loam. for it. 
An acre of good flax is worth from three to 
five pounds; but they raiſe much that does 
not yield three. Marienburg is a ſmall town, 
tolerably well built, and moſt romantically 
ſituated on a promontory of land which pro- 
jeQs into a large lake; ſo that it is joined to 
the main land only by a narrow neck, not 
| much 
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much wider than the road. An inland place 
in a country not full of manufactures, can 
ſcarcely be of any great importance. Marien- 
burg was once of conſequence for its ſtrength, 
and the ſcene of ſeveral military expeditions, 
when belonging to the Teutonic knights. 
It is at preſent poor, but ſtrong for this part 


of the world. The people live cheaply, from 


the fertility of the neighbouring country, 
and the vaſt quantity of fiſh which they get 
out of the lake. The farmers manure their 
land around the lake with a kind of ouze, 
which they dig up on the banks of it: it is of 
a deep blue colour, about two feet deep, cuts 
like wet peat, and is compoſed of rotten vege- 

tables; for there is an immenſe growth of 
weeds. every year in the lake, which drive 
aſhore. and rot, and, with a mixture of mud, 
forms this manure, which is of the nature of 
marle, and fertilizes their fields for many 


years. I have no doubt but the ſame mate- 


rials might be found on the coaſts of many 
other lakes; but cuſtom not having made the 
uſe of them common, the huſbandmen neglect 


them. 
The 11th I got to Pebalgen, another 8 


built on a lake; the diſtance about forty miles, 


through a territory, part good, and part of it 
marlby ; 3 but all the lands that would admit 
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of culture, ſeemed to be under cultivation, and 
yielded wheat, rye, barley, oats, and pulſe. 
They alſo cultivate cabbages for the winter 
food of their herds, which are very numerous. 
It is a large red cabbage, which ftands the 
utmoſt ſeverity of the winter, and is taken 
from under the ſnow in full perfection for all 
ſorts of cattle, who are wonderfully fondofthem. 
They uſed to ſow the Swediſh turnep for this 
uſe, but come more into the cabbage, from 
finding the produce much greater. As to its 
ſtanding the winter, from the obſervations I 
have inade; T am inclined to believe the cli- 
mates in which vegetables ſaffer moſt, are 
not thoſe where great quantities of ſnow fall, 
but ſuch as have ſevere froſts' without any 
ſnow : the ſnow keeps them warm, and greatly 
protects. them from the keen froſty winds, 
which in other countries cut off ſo many 
vegetables. There is not much flax in this 
line of country; but they cultivate a little 
hemp: however they depend moſt upon 
common huſbandry. It is remarkable that 
there is a great difference between Livonia, 
and the other parts of Ruſſia which I have 
been in. The ancient provinces generally 
are divided into the eſtates of the nobility, 
who cultivate them by means of | ſtewards 
and agents, the peaſants being all ſlaves. But 
j . 1 in 


J 
in the Ukraine, the land + to little 
frecholders, if I may fo call them, who cul- 
_ tivate their own property. Now in Livonia 
the caſe differs from both ; for here eſtates 
are of all fizes, and let out upon farming 
leaſes, as in England. There are mary ſeats 
of country gentlemen, who all have a part of 
their eſtates in their own hands ; but the pea- 
ſants, though not ſo much at their caſe as in 
free countries, yet are not enſlaved ; they 
hire large tracks of land, which ſome of them 
cultivate extremely well; and many of them 
are worth confiderable ſums of 9 n 
Part of the world. 55 
The 12th I rode near fifty miles to h 
per, through a country moſt beautifully wa- 
tered with ſmall lakes and rivers; it is diver- 
| f$ified with gentle hills and groves of fine trees, 
and great part of it well cultivated; many 
parts of England have a much worſe appear- 
ance. The peaſants from the general activity 


| ſeen among them, I take to be a very induſ- 


trious ſet of people; ſcarcely any arable field 
but what had ploughs at work in it; the ſoil 
js ſandy, for loams and clays require ſome 
time to dry after the ſnow is gone, before they 

will admit the cattle to till it; but theſe lands 


inclinable to ſand are preſently dry enough 
| for DOT they plough TY for their 
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- - ſpring corn, ſome only once, others three 


times. Flax is cultivated by many of them; 
but they aſſured me that wheat paid them 
better, though ſome farmers have now and 
then ſuch good flax-crops as induces them to 
continue the cuſture. I remarked that moſt 
of them are very attentive throygh the winter 
ſeaſon in raiſing dunghills, or rather compoſt 
| heaps near their houſes; for there was ſcarcely 
a farm without a great ſquare heap piled up 
to a conſiderable height; they are compoſed 
of the dung of their cattle, which they win- 
ter in houſes, and litter them with ruſhes and 
other aquatic weeds, which they cut up for that 
purpoſe in their numerous lakes and rivers; 
they alſo add great quantities of mud, alſo 
wood aſhes, &c. and at this time of the year, 
they mix theſe hills together, turning them 
over, and incorporating the ingredients; after 
which they leave them, till they ſow barley 
or plant cabbages, ſpreading them on the land 
before the laſt ploughing. This muſt all be 
a very excellent ſyſtem of huſbandry. | 
The 13th in the afternoon I reached 15 
8 N is the moſt conſiderable place for trade 
next to Peterſburg in the Ruſſian dominions. 
It ſtands very adyantageouſly for commerce, 
near the mouth of the river Dwina, which, 
with its branches ee a great way into 
3: Poland 
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Pohind: and Ruſſia, bring immenſe / quan- 
tities of commodities which are exported from 
this — Among theſe the principal are 
hemp, flax, timber for maſts and other pur- 
poſes; pitch, tar, and pot aſhes; all theſe com- 
modities are produced in the provinces or near 
them, through which thoſe rivers run; and 
ſome of them by means of ſhort land carriage 
from one river to another, much further 
even from the Ukraine and the Poliſh pro- 
vinces that border upon Turkey. It appears 
by the regiſters of the cuſtom-houſe at this 
town, that more than five hundred fail of 
ſhips, from one hundred and fifty to four 
hundred tons, have been loaded here in ayear; 
three hundred of which were Dutch, and 
one hundred and fixty Engliſh; but of 
late the trade of the town has declined, for 
at preſent there are not many more than four 

hundred fail cleared outwards; of which about 
two hundred and forty are Engliſh.” Every 
ton of the goods they carry from hence, 
might be had at our own plantations ; but for 
want of due encouragement we come to Ruſſia 
for them, and pay fome hundred thouſand 
pounds ballance on the account; which is an 
inſtance of miſtaken politicks that never was 
to be r in the annals of "os W re- 
TE e n 
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I had a letter of recommendation to Mr. 
; | Scuccn, a, principal merchant in this town, 
with whom I ſpent the evening; and he not 
only gave me the heads of the preceding par- 
ticulars, but I had alfo fome inſtructive con- 
verſation with him on the preſent fate of the 
province of Livonia. Of all Peter the great's 
conqueſts, this was the moſt i important; be- 
ing a country which for its products, ports 
and ſituation is of the higheſt importance to 
Ruſſia. It forms upon an average, a ſquare 
of 200 miles every way, and contains bet- 
ter than twenty five millions of acres, and near 
a million of people. Above half the lands 
he calculates, are under profitable cultivation, 
either in arable crops or good meadow ; and 
excluſive of woods, marſhes, lakes and rivers. 
The annual product is about thirteen millions 
ſterling, including timber. Such an eſtimate 
cannot be accurate, I do not give it the rea- 
der as a paper of authority; it is nothing 
more than the calculation of a very ingenious 
© fenſible man, who has many times travelled 
all over Livonia. The parts which I ſaw are 
not equal in culture to others in the province, 
yet 1 ſhould apprehend that half the track I 
came through is under culture, meadows in- 
cluded; and as to the number of acres, it is 
a geographical fact. But I ſhould not con- 
Re 3 IT . 
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ceive there were quite a million of people in 
it; I heard the number once eſtimated at be- 
tween fix and ſeven hundred thouſand. Sup- 
poſing ten or twelve millions of acres cultiva- 
ted, which does not appear to me an exag= 
gerated idea; Ido not ſee how the total product 
of the province can be eſtimated ſo low as 
thirteen millions. But from this ſketch of 
particulars, it is eaſy to conceive that the 
importance of the province to Ruſſia is very 
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"CHAPTER vn. 


Journey to Dames of the CONN 
try and buſbandry—Trade of Dantzick— 
Journey to Warſaw Mi ae Work 7 7 Fe- 
Wee ee 2, 


"oh E aaa 1 left Dive 4 _ reached 


Mittaw, the capital of Courland; the - 
* about eight and forty miles. The 


face of the country is exactly the ſame as that 


of Livonia, and the ſoil equally fruitful, 
which by information I found was the caſe of 
the whole dutchy : their products, as hemp, 
flax, lintſeed, timber, maſts, pot-aſh, ſkins, 
tar, honey, wax, &c. are confiderable. The 
whole country is full of black cattle, and they 
have many horſes. Mittaw was in the happy 
times of the dukes of Courland, when the 
EKetler family had quiet poſſeſſion, and before 
dhe dutchy and all its towns were ravaged by 
the Swedes and Muſcovites, it was then a con- 
fiderable and a fine town; it reckoned fifteen 
thouſand inhabitants, but now they are not 
more than nine thouſand. It is yet an agree- 
able place, well built with a handſome du- 
: Tal 1 Re] is —— of a court with 
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6 guards, and thereis always a ſtrong garriſon in 
it. Of late years there have been. great ad- 
_ ditions to the fortifications. It is now, as well 
as the whole ee in the hands of the 
Ruſſians: 5-5 
From Mittaw, I reached Zagarl i in Poland 7 
on the'.15th, being about four and. forty 
miles; part of the country tolerably cultiva- 
ted, but not equal to Livonia, or even to Cour- 
land; there were ſome Ruſſian ſoldiers at 
Zagati to keep the town and the neighbour- 
ing country in order, which they do very . 
fectually; and a great advantage it is to theſe 
parts of Poland, where the civil war is thus 
kept under by a foreign power. The ad- 
vantages of all the cultivation I-ſaw are in the 
hands of the Ruſſians, for the Poliſh nobles 
through moſt of the great province of Samo 
gitia are driven from their eſtates, and the 
profits ; | of ſuch of them as are not de- 
populated all go to the Ruſſians. The cot- 
tages of the peaſants are as mean as can well 
be conceived; they are chiefly built of turf, 
and covered with the ſame, being drawn up 
in a ſpiral form to a point, where is an aper- 
ture for the ſmoak to go out; the room is 
large enough for the family and the cattle; 
all lye together and in the ſame manner. I 
had read that they uſed in this province none 
but 
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but wooden plough-ſhares, through a ridi- 
culous notion that the iron damaged their 
crops; but this is not true, for I ſaw many 
ploughs at work for barley, and all of them 
had iron ſhares, but of a moſt aukward con- | 
ſtruction. 

The 16th I got to Nad the diſtance 
near ſixty miles; through a country that had 
hardly any appearance of preſent cultivation; 
many villages 1 paſſed that were deſerted, ſe- 
veral manſions in ruins, and fields entirely 
waſte that had once been tilled; the whole 
a very . melancholy ſpectacle; but much of 
the country. was partly, marſh and foreſt. 
The town of Roſenne is a ſmall fortified place, 
which has a Ruſſian garriſon ;- there is an ap- 
pearance of nothing but poverty in it. The 
17th I got to Swingy, a little. town about 


EY thirty four miles from Roſenne; there is ſome 


land in this line of country under cultivation, 
5 being the eſtate of a nobleman who enjoys it 
in tolerable peace under the protection of Ruſ- 
Ga, * hey ſow. barley, oats, peaſe, beans, 
and a little rye ; I ſaw ſeveral ploughs at work; 
and upon examining them, found that the 
| ſhares were wood, to my no ſmall ſurprize; I 
enquired the reaſon of this, and they could 
give me none, only that they never uſed any 
fi Ab ſort; the land here i is ſandy, and did not 
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| ſeem to yield good crops: the rye was full of 
. weeds; I aſked if it was to be weeded, and 
they told me they never weeded any corn at 
all. The nobleman; is an old man, who has 
his eſtate managed i in the ſame way as his fa- 
ther had; that is, the peaſants are miſerably 
oppreſſed by his ſtewards, and his own in- 
come at the ſame timecontemptible. _ 
I The 18th travelled forty miles to Stocken, 
all in Pruſſia, the country ſandy, and not 
much of it well cultivated, but the peaſants 
are much more at their eaſe than in Poland, 
and this country being ſubject to the king of 
Pruſſia, no Ruſſians, no Poliſh confederacies 
nor any diſturbances happen in it, which is a 
very great advantage to agriculture ; tho 1 
yet have ſeen nothing that gives me any great 
_ idea of their knowledge in that ſcience. This 
country is much more populous than Samo- 
gitia, and the houſes of the peaſants built of 
much better materials. I paſſed two or three 
villages entirely inhabited by Poles who have 
fled their country, and ſettled here by order 
of the king of Pruſſia; though without any of 
that noble encouragement I ſaw exerted in 
Ruſſia; and I believe thoſe who take refuge 
in the latter country, are in other reſpects. 


better treated than they are in Pruſſia. The 


19th I got by dinner to * the di- 
| ſtance 
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Nance being only twenty miles through a 
country pretty well cultivated, and tolerably 
peopled, though the ſoil is in general ſandy, 
and from its appearance I ſhould not apprehend 
it very good. All the country people were now 
buſy in preparing their land for ſpring ſown 
corn; they plough here with only two cattle 
in a plough; and I faw ſome drawn by a little 
horſe and a cow; or a little ox; this is very 
| practicable with ſo light a ſoil: they ſow large 
quantities of buckwheat, and reckon it more 
profitable than barley. Koningſburg is the 
moft conſiderable town which the King has in 
Pruſſia; it is tolerably well ſituated, and has 
a very good harbour with ſome trade, but not 
near equal to that of Riga, though it is 4 
hanſe town. The export is in the fame at- 
ticles, except hemp and flax, of which the 
quantity is too inronſiderable to mention. 
Upon the coaſt are found ſometimes large quan- 
tities of yellow amber, which is to be bought 
at Koningſburg. The ſtreets are broad, but 
irregular and not well paved; but thert are 
many very good buildings in it, and they 
reckon above twenty thouſand inhabitants. 
The King has made ſeveral attempts to in- 
ereaſe its trade, but they do not tem to be 
attended with any great effect. Dantzick. on 
one ide, end * the other, are two ſuch = 
4 III. V rivals, 
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rivals, that this place cannot make its trade. 
good againſt them for any thing further than 
the mere amount of the products of that track 
of CORE e lies nearer to it chan t to ad 
other. e | 

The 20th 1 . Rees 3 at ies 
Forty. miles from Koningſburg: the country 
all ſandy, and, that circumſtance conſidered, 
pretty well inhabited. Buck- wheat is a great 
crop with them, I found. . They do not ſow 
it till the end of May: the produce is greater 


than that of any other grain or pulſe, and the 


ſtraw they reckon nearly equal to hay for 
cattle ;- an obſervation I had not any where 
heard of before. The peaſants. of this country, 
I find, are all much freer than in Poland, but 
they pay very heavy taxes to the King; yet 
they are not in ſuch bad circumſtances as the 
Poliſh peaſants, becauſe taxation is regular; 
whereas the payments made by the peaſants 
to their lords in Paland, are fo capricious, that 
they never know when they have paid their 
total: moſt of it being in cattle, and ircegular 
perſonal ſervices, the beſt liberty that can be 
given to peaſants. is to compound all ſuch for 
money, which makes their burthens regular, 
however heavy they may be; and when this 
ſyſtem is extended as far as it will go, it in- 
N the tenures of land; ſo chat all the 
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eſtates are let on leaſe, and the landlord's. 
whole property pays him a regular intereſt in 
money: this is the higheſt advantage that 
can any where be made of the ſoil—it will 
in this. caſe always be | beſt cultivated, and 
yield a greater total product than in any other 


People are maintained than in any other way. 
It is not at all neceſſary that a country ſhould. 
be free, in order for this lyſtem to reign ; it is 


as general throughout France, and the arbi- 


trary governments in Italy, as it is in England. 
The people, it is true, may be oppreſſed but 
then the oppreſſion is different: in France, 
the proportion of taxes paid by the farmers 
and peaſants is quite out of all proportion to 
the other claſſes of the people; but then 
there is a regularity i in their burthens, which 
renders them bearable. . Taxes upon land, 
cattle, crops, or on whatever they may be 1 5 
muſt in their nature have ſomething of regu- 
larity and proportion in them; but the per- 
ſonal ſervice in which the lower ranks of 
Poland are kept, is a mere lavery, ſuch a 
deſpotiſm as the planters in the Welt-Indies 
| uſe over their African ſlaves. Compared 
with this, the oppreſſed ſtate of the Ruſſian 
pealants is an abſolute freedom; beſides 
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which, there are many farmers who hire 
their lands by tenures. 

The 21ft carried me about forty wks 1 to 
Elbing ; the country all ſandy, yet tolerably 
well cultivated. It is remarkable that buck- 
wheat, upon theſe ſands, very often yields as 
profitable a produce as wheat on the beſt 
ſoils : they get five or fix quarters an acre off 
it; and the ſtraw they reckon excellent food 
for their cattle in winter. Swediſh turneps 
they alſo raiſe to advantage upon them; and 

tillage is fo eaſy, from the lightneſs of the 
draught, that they plough their land, after 
the firſt time, with a fingle horſe or cow : but 
this ploughing with cows is only while they 
are dry; they do not uſe them while they 
give milk. Elbing is, next to Dantzick, the 
moſt conſiderable town in Poliſh Pruffia : it 
is a pretty, neat, and well- built place, with a 
trade that is ſufficient to give a briſk circula- 
tion of money among the inhabitants: they 


load many ſhips in a year, ſometimes above 


thirty ſail, with corn, timber, potatoes, and 
hides. It is always ſtriking, in every little 
town, to ſee the ſuperiority that reſults from 
trade: a ſmall commerce gives a circulation 
| and a wealth, that diffuſes happineſs through 
every claſs of the people ; the houſes are bet- 
ter new ones are erected, and every 

| body 
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body lives well. But in a country town, 
ſupported by nothing but the agriculture 
around. it, every thing is the contrary; the 
houſes are poorly built, many are falling into 


ruin, and all ranks of the people are poor and 


- unhappy. Such are the conſequences of 


bringing commerce into a country, which 
never fails of giving a new appearance to 


every object. 


The 22d I arrived at the fawn city of ” 
Daatzick ; the diſtance about forty miles. 1 
croſſed ſeveral branches of the Viſtula, part 


af the country being within the liberties of 


che city. This territory, though a poor ſandy 


| ſoil, is moſt highly cultivated, and ſhews, in 


every acre, the infinite advantages which 
reſult from liberty and wealth, The burghers 


have their villas in this territory ; ; and all of 


them have farms, which they manage in a 


manner much ſuperior to the huſbandry that 
is to be ſeen any where elſe in Poland. I faw 


ſome very fine fields of Wheat on this appa- 


_ rently barren ſand, which I dare ſay the moſt 
fertile land in Poland does not exceed: this 
was owing to manure brought from Dantzick, 
ſuch as dung of all forts, athes, the ſweepings 


of the 4 the offals of the ſhops, &c. 


which being carried out of the city, unto 
heaps, is ſold into the country by the public 
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"ſcavengers; moſt of it is bought by the 
Dantzickers for their farms; and they raiſe 

by this means as fine corn, &c. on their poor 

ſand, as the richeſt ſoils yield that are not 

equally manured. * 

Dantzick is a very conſiderable city; well 

| fituated on the mouth of the Viſtula, with a 
*very advantageous harbour for all but the 
largeſt ſhips, It very much reſembles Ham- 

| burgh, both in the loftineſs of the houſes, | 
the manner of building them, and in the nar- 
row neſs of the ſtreets. The ſtreets and houſes 

are much cleaner than any others in this part 
of the world; but neatneſs is not carried to 
the length it is in Holland. The principal 
ſtreets are planted on each ſide in the Dutch 

Way, which is an inſtance of ill taſte in the 
original, which one cannot but be ſurpriſed 

at ever ſeeing copied, The city is not large, 

the circumference not exceeding three miles: 
it is fortified with a wall, and a double ditch ; 

bot the ſtrength alone that js its ſecurity, 18 
the intereſt of all their neighbours that the 

place ſhould continue free: : in which circum- 

ſtance it is in the ſame predicament as Ham- 
burgh. Two thouſand regular troops, excel- 
lently provided and armed, would be a very 
weak garriſon; but they have not ſeven hun- 
| dred to ſpate, and thoſe 6 in diſcipline, 
FEY arms, 
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arms, or magazines, comparable to the ſame 
number of men in any regular ſervice in Eu- 
tope. In a word, Dantzick has a ſtrength to 
reſiſt nobody but the Poles. They have an 
arſenal full of uſeleſs arms, and talk of poſ- 
ſeſſing two or three hundred pieces of cannon; 
but a great train of artillery may be as infig- 
' nificant, as are theſe of Dentriet as a aw 
_ zine of match-locks. 
But the commerce of this city is 8 object 
that is alone worth attention; it poſſeſſing, 
they reckon, ſixteen in twenty parts of all 
the trade of Poland. This is by means of 
the river Viſtula, and its numerous branches, 
which ſpread through a vaſt extent of that 
kingdom, and are navigable almoſt wherever 
they go. The great article of export is corn, 
and particularly wheat; they ſend off ſome 
years to the amount of five, ſix, and ſeven 
hundred thouſand pounds z and once the 
amount aroſe to one million two hundred and 
forty thouſand pounds. Of late years, the 
quantity is much declined, and, ſince the 
preſent troubles in Poland, has been very 
trifling; ſo that the total, laſt year, it was ſaid, 
did not amount to one hundred thouſand 
pounds. All the corn comes in ſloops and 
flat · bottomed barges, that carry from thirty 
: to RAY tons, and ſome more, and wholly on 
e 1 account 
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. -gccount Df the landlords, who are all . 
by virtue of their poſſeſſing lands. It is raiſed 
on their eſtates by their peaſants, who, as I 
| before obſerved, are all ſlaves ; fo that the Poles 
may be ſaid.to farm their whale eſtates, what- 
ever be the extent: the barges are their own ge- 
nerally, and the watermen that navigate them 
are ſome of them their vaſlals, and others free- 
men, whom they hire in the cities and towns on 
the river. It is fold to merchants at Dantzick, 
who lodge it in their granaries, which are 
more capacious than thoſe of any town in Eu- 
rope, ſome of them eight ſtories high, The 
boats bring, beſides corn, all the other articles 
of fale which the Poliſh eſtates produce, par- 
_ ticularly pot - aſn, maſts, plank for ſhip-build- 
ing, pipe ſtaves, which are better than thaſe 
of Hamburgh, bees- wax in large quantities, 
fome hemp and flax, and formerly much of 
it manufactured into ſacking, packing- cloths, 
and even linen, but this of late years is much 
declined: of all theſe articles, to the amount 
of three or four hundred thouſand pounds, 
but ſometimes not near ſo much. The boats, 
on their return, carry back to the nobles, 
_ cities, and towns, all the commodities and 
manufactures which they want. Among 
theſe are reckoned, iron from Sweden, of 
hk hep once m—_ two thouſand tons a 
FEY 3 | year, 
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year, but the import is fallen to a thouſand z 


Eaft-India goods of all forts, manufactures of 


Go ery and fine linens, filks; brandy, wines, 
The Dutch have all the ſupply of India 


3 and moſt of that of linen and woollen; 


and the French the principal part of the ſilks, 


brandy, wines, and all the Weſt- India com- 


modities. As to England, her trade with 
Dantzick is very inconſiderable, which is en- 
tirely owing to our taking off very few of her 
_ commodities: we never pay money for what 
plank, pot-aſh, or hemp we import; and 
when wheat is ſo dear in England, that fo- 


reign corn is admitted, our merchants have 
ſometimes ſent many ſhips thither to load 
with wheat, and have paid for their cargoes 


with our manufactures, of which none are ſo 
acceptable in Poland as the hardware goods 
of Birmingham, Sheffield, Rotherham, &c. 

Making uſe of a letter of recommendation, 
which I had brought from the Count Selliern, 


to Mr. Pratſky, a very eminent merchant at . 


Dantzick, and one whoſe great wealth ſhews 
how well he underſtands the trade of the city, 
gave me an opportunity not only of getting 


the preceding particulars upon better authority 


than I could atherwiſe have done, but, at the 
ſame time enabled me to make ſome enquiries 


concerningthe — ſtate of W g 
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accede to it to be enemies to the kingdom. 
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the factious views and deſigns of the ſeveral 
parties which at preſent harraſs that kingdom. 


had for three years paſt read much concern- 
ing them in the public prints of many coun- 


tries, but could never clearly underſtand the 


real ſtate of the kingdom till T'travelled from 


the Ukraine to Peterſburg. The account be 


e me was this. 


« Poland is: 8 into two rents „ 


the Roman Catholicks, and the Proteſtants 
and Greeks. The former, for ſome ages paſt,” 


have omitted (as has been the caſe in every 


country of Europe) no opportunities of op- 
preſſing the latter, and depriving them of 


that religious liberty to which they have a 
right by the conſtitution of the kingdom. 


Theſe oppreſſions and invaſions of privileges 
begot confederacies of nobles, profeſſing the 
| Reformed or Greek religions, who entered 


into compacts for the defence of their faith, 


and declaring a full refuſal to acknowledge 
any ſovereignty, until their complaints were 


redreſſed. This ſtroke was copied immedi- 
ately in moſt parts of the kingdom where 


thoſe religious are found. This gave riſe to 
counter confederacies of the Roman Catho- 


lick nobles, with this addition, - that they, in 
their agreement, declared all who did not 


* 
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A civil war immediately commenced : Ruſſian 


troops, which had long been in the kingdom, 


were greatly increaſed, upon the Empreſs's | 


declaring, in a general manifeſto, her protec- 
tion of the Greek and Reformed religion; 


and all parts of the kingdom were immedi- 
| ately in arms. In this war, the King, who 
diſliked the whole of theſe proceedings, has 
been neuter ; though it is very well known 
that the Ruſſians are his friends, and that 
their power - preſerves him on the throne. 
The ſucceſs of the war at firſt was various; 


but every where the effect of it was deſtroy- 


ing and plundering each other's eſtates, and 
utterly ruining a conſiderable part of the king- 

dom. In the plunder taken on either ſide, 

the peaſants are always the moſt valuable part: 
ſuch as are not armed by their maſters, but 
remain at home to cultivate the land, are, 
upon a ſkirmiſh or incurſion which proves 


ſucceſsful, ' carried off and planted upon the 


victors lands, where they are moſt ſeverely - 
treated, if they do not immediately conform 
to the religion of their new maſters. Such a 
ſyſtem of making war, which has now ra- 
N vaged Poland three years with great violence, 


it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, is well enough cal- 
culated for reducing the whole kingdom to the 


condition of a deſart. The Ruffians have in 
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| general been too hard for their enemies, and 
have cut in pieces a great number of their 
confederacies as faſt as they are formed; upon 
which: occafion the counter -reformed Poles 
enter and utterly deſtroy their eſtates, carry- 
| Ing off the peaſants, and fixing them upon 
their own lands; and many are ſent into R 
from almoſt every expedition, which, of all 
the reſt, are thoſe only who haye any chan 
of being fixed out of the reach of conſtant 
volutions. This is the preſent ſtate of- 
kingdom: more than half of it has been laid 
| waſte ſince the war began; and what threa- 
tens the whole is, the number of Roman Ca- 
tholic confedergeies, which are formed as faſt 
as the Rufſians deſtroy the old ones. Nothing 
can bring any degree of peace ta the kingdom, 
but the Empreſs increaſing her troops to fuck 
a number, as to make a conqueſt of all the 
Roman Catholic part of the kingdom: and 
this would give umbrage, it is thought, to 
other powers, although ſome of them have 
declared in favoug of the Reformed and Greek 

cauſe — that is, 15 favour of liberty of con- 
ſcience. While the preſent war laſts between 
ERuſſia and Turkey, the Empreſs cannot ſpare 
either troops or money for ſuch a plan; 
2 if a . is bee ns r the Parte, 
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we may then look for more deciſive mea- 


fires.” 

Upon my king him his e of the 
Ruflian rh and their keeping poſſeſ- 
fion of ſo many provinces, driving away the 
' Poliſh nobility from their eſtates, and carry- 
ing moſt of the peaſants into Ruſſia; inti- 


mating, that I thought the Empreſs had a 


fair chance of acquiring ſomething impor- 
tant; he replied; I do not apprehend that 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia will think of ſeizing 
any - Poliſh provinces, becauſe that would 
make not only all moderate perſons, and all 
well-wiſhers to their country among the 
Poles, her implacable enemies, but would 
deprive her of the ſtrongeſt pretence ſhe has 
bf interfering, and thereby governing Po- 
land: at the ſame time, it would bring her 


into a war with Pruſſia and Auſtria; for nei- 


ther of thoſe powers would ſee ſuch Ruſſian 
acquiſitions, and fit by quietly. The aims 
of that princeſs, which I have little doubt are 
thoſe of a true politician; are to ſupport - the 
party of her own religion, and prevent their 
being oppreſſed, and to gain ſuch a general 
power in the kingdom, as to have her will be 
treated, in all great national meaſures, with 
due reſpect. Her catrying away the Poliſh 
| Pn to people her * lands is moſt 
| certainly | 
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certainly a very political conduct; for ſhe 
will add thereby Ae to Per N and | 
| wealth.” | 
M. Pratſky inſiſted on my Ka a 9 xe 
with: him, which I did. He has a large and 
convenient houſe, well furniſhed, and much 
in the Engliſh manner. His wife i is an agree- 
able, ſenſible woman, a native of Sileſia, 
who talked politicks inceſſantly, and was a 
| ſtrenuous. advocate for the King of Pruſſia. 
They hadi a beautiful young lady, their daugh- 
ter, who entertained me on the harpſichord; 
Dantzick being pretty well ſupplied with 
muſicians from Germany. M. Pratſky. lives 
elegantly, but in the German manner, which 
is all the taſte there: they ſit long at meals, 
and drink very heartily: and among all the 
nations that are fond of the pleaſures of the 
table, there is always much ſociety, and a 
deſire of pleaſing, which does inſtead of the 
more refined manners of the ſouthern coun- 
tries. Miſs Pratſky, and other ladies I ſaw, 
aim in theic dreſs, I obferved, at an imitation 
of the French taſte : but I cannot ſay I could 
ever admire any imitations, even in dreſs : 
whatever nation affeQs to follow the taſte of 
another, will never make any other figure 
than that of an halting copyer, who ſhews as 
much aukwardneſs as faſhion, The Engliſh 
. Po : never 
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never make ſuch ſools of themſelves. as when 
| they copy the French in their dreſs; the two 


8 manners; we never come up to the extrava- 


tame: go from London to Paris, you are in 
a new world; you find what was called French, 
to be a miſcrable Rr __ an a miſera- 
ble original. 


During my ſtay at 1 e 1 was at the 


up and kept by a Dutchman; he charges ve- 
ry reaſonably, and ſupplied me with good 


n old hock. 


The 26th I left Dantziok arid took the aa 
or Warſaw, in the province of Ploſcow: 1 


was informed there were ſeveral. parties of 
confederates and much ſkirmiſhing, I there- 


fore took the advantage of travelling with a | 


| Dantzick burgomaſter, going on publick bu- 
| fineſs to the King with'a company of ſoldiers 
for his guard. That day we travelled above 


forty miles to Kirche w, a ſmall town through 


a ſandy track of country, but with many vil- 
lages in it. The next day we got to Culm, 
once a famous place and a hanſe- town, but it 
has long been in decay, and is now, though 


a Lge place, filled with . bur beggars 
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and ruins. The ſituation is upon a hill, and 


- © would if the town was well built, be very plea- 
fant. From hence we paſſed the agth through 


Thorn to Wladiſlaw; the former of theſe 


towns was 2; hanſe, and a. noted place for 


trade before that of Dantzick, but moſt of its 
commerce, and inhabitants are gone; it has 
ſtill, however, a good appeatance, the ſtreets are 


broad, ſtrait, and ſome of them well paved, 
and the houſes large and handſome: here is 


yet ſome trade by means of the Viſtula, which 
is what keeps the place from the ruin into 
which ſo many others have fallen, The country 


we paſſed is not ſandy, but ſeems to be a good 
Iloam, and the appearance of the corn in- 
5 dicctates- good Huſbandry, but many eſtates 

are quite deſolate; we went through three 
villages that had been reduced to aſhes more 


than a year ago. and no ſigns yet of being re- 


«> 


built. WIadiſlaw is a pretty well built town 
| alſo on the Viſtula; the only buildings in it 
hat are of any note is the Cathedtal ; it being 


the ſec of a hiſhop, an old Gothic edifice, and 


| the. biſhop's palace. which has been moch 


5 ee by a ſiege the town ſtood. 


The 29th we went 30 miles to Plockſkow, . 
on the banks of the river, except where 


marſhes prevent; the ſutrounding tountty is 


ae Balk foul. and not * * from 
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an enemy, ſhewed many ſigns of good culti- 
vation: great champain tracks of open coun- 
try are covered with wheat, which looked very 
well: the ploughs were buſy in preparing 
for barley—no oats are cultivated here. The 
land ſeemed very well tilled by a couple of 
little horſes and two oxen : but the ploughs 
are of a moſt aukward conſtruction, and the 
peaſants know not how to turn a ſtraight fur- 
row; they go as crooked as can well be i- 
magined, which is diſagreeable to look at, tho 
I apprehend not the worſe for the corn. They 
ſow a good deal of hemp and flax in this 
neighbourhood, which they are very well fi- 
tuated for ſending, with their corn to Dant- 
zick. Wheat produces two quarters an acre ; 
barley three, and peaſe two and an half. An 
acre of hemp, or of flax is worth about fifty 
ſhillings. They have large herds of cattle, 
which they feed in ſummer in the marſhes 
on the Viſtula; and in winter upon cabbages 
and turneps, which they always boil in the 
German manner before they give them to the 
cattle: this is not of much conſequence 
where wood is ſo plentiful; but in England 
would do only in the neighbourhood of coal 
mines. But it is highly worthy of trial, to 
ſee how it would anſwer to follow this cuſtom;. 
becauſe, if one acre boiled goes as far as three 
* ä 8 or 
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or four raw, which I have heard it does, there 
are many ſituations in which it would be very 
adviſeable. We paſſed near a nobleman's man- 
ſion, ſurrounded by a double moat—full of 
water, and ſome cannon mounted on the bat- 
tlements; my fellow-traveller told me, that 
this caſtle had been often befieged by the op- 
poſite party; but the nobleman driving all his 
peafants and cattle immediately in, had yet 
been ſucceſsful in repelling them, which 
ſeems to be the only ſyſtem of life in Poland 
for any perſon to have the leaſt fecurity ; but 
of late he has had the fortune to eſcape any 
ravages, and is remarkable for the induſtry 
and attention with which he cultivates his e- 
ſtate, and takes a moſt fatherly care of all 
the peaſants on it. This is a very rare inftance 
in Poland; for they are generally uſed, as I have 
often obſerved, in a moſt oppreſſive manner; 
but the good effect of this contrary treatment 
is extremely viſible in the caſe of this noble- 
man, who, tho' with only a ſmall eſtate com- 
pared with many in the kingdom, has by 
means of a regular and conſiſtent conduct to- 
wards his vaſſals, and by a conſtant attention 
to the culture of his land been able to fave 
much money, part of which he has laid out 
in fortifying his caſtle, which has more than 
once preſerves his 3 and his peaſants, 
Dr | and 


and the reſt is og in the bank of Dant- 
. 
The 3oth we hes Zadrzin, which is a 


ſtage of more than forty miles, through a 
very fine rich country, part of which is fully 
cultivated : They ſow very large quantities of 
wheat and barley, but no rye, or oats, peaſe 


or beans; they fallow their lands for wheat, 
and alſo lay all their dung in for it, and af- 


terwards take two ſucceſſive crops of barley ; 


ploughing thrice for each. Wheat yields four 
quarters an acre, and barley three. They 
alſo ſow ſome hemp and flax, and get as fine 
crops as any in Poland. The country is di- 
vided into four eſtates, and has eſcaped being 
plundered, which is owing I ſuppoſe, to the 
vicinity of the capital, where there has ge- 


nerally been a pretty ſtrong garriſon. All this 


country on the Viſtula, and between Dant- 
zick and Warſaw, is the beſt ſituated of any in 
Poland ; for the voyage to the former city is 
ſhort, and there are many populous and con- 
fiderable towns, particularly Warſaw, which 
take off large quantities of the products at a 
good market, which is an e of ths 
money valuable kind. „ 

From Zadrzin is only forty miles to War- 
| ſaw, the road running all the way within fight 
of the Vina; in ſome places {kirting arty 
S 2 es, 
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es, but in others all through an arable coun- 


try. This we travelled the iſt of May, ar- 
riving at that city in the afternoon. It is the 
ſeat of goverument, the capital of the king- 
dom, and the reſidence of the King; yet 
there is nothing ſtriking in it. The ſtreets 
are many of them crooked and ill paved, the 


buildings have little of elegance in them, tho 
ſome new ones, few in number make a tolera- 


ble ſhew ; theſe are houſes belonging to the 
Poliſh nobles, who make Warſaw their win- 
ter reſidence. The royal palace is a noble 


edifice, being beyond compariſon the fineſt 


building in Poland. The apartments are 
very ſpacious, and ſome of them new fitted 
up and furniſhed in the Engliſh manner, be- 
ing executed by London artiſts, brought 
from thence at the king's expence : The room 
they call the Hall of Victory, from formerly 


having been a hall, is converted into a ſaloon 


hung with tapiſtry from Bruſſels; the ceiling, 


panels, door-caſes, and window frames all 


neatly executed in white carving gilt: The 
rooms are very numerous, and all the offices 


for a court extremely convenient. And here 
let me obſerve, that notwithſtanding the pre- 


ſent troubles which diſtract the kingdom, yet 
there is a magnificence and a brilliancy diſ- 


played around the 9 of Poland, which 
TOA 
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ſuits very ill with the ſtate of his mind, than 
which by all accounts nothing can be more 
unhappy. His majeſty is certainly a -man of 
quick parts, and has a truly patriotick con- 
cern for the miſeries of his kingdom, which 
he is utterly unable to prevent: the ſtate in 
which he lives is the regular court, which the 


republick maintains for all its kings; and it 


is ſo much a piece of republican magnifi- 


cence, that the King has not all the offices 


in it in his own power. The court days do 
not exhibit any great circle of Poliſh lords 
the moſt conſiderable in the kingdom are not 


only in oppoſition to the crown, but even in 


open arms againſt it. But the officers who 
are obliged to attend the nobles of the King's 
party, foreign miniſters, and Ruſſian officers, 
all together fill the room pretty well., There 
is a Poliſh regiment of guards, of a thouſand 
men, diſciplined in the Pruſſian manner, raiſed 
by the preſent King, and he often reviews 


them; the officers as well as private men are 


Poles, but none of them nobles; they are 
collected from all the other claſſes, and de- 
pend abſolutely on the will of the King; this 
is a meaſure which was brought about by de- 


grees, and with great art: it has been of un- 


common conſequence to the King; for by 


means of this body of troops, he has been able 50 
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to move into ſeveral parts of the kingdom, 
without the guard of a Ruſſian army, which 
is a moſt unpopular, tho' a very neceſſary mea- 
ſure at preſent ; on moſt occaſions it is not clear- 
Iy known from what fund the King is able to 
pay this regiment, tho' his ceconomy and 
private fortune would in better times eaſily 
accompliſh it; but the publick revenue in 
the midſt of the preſent confuſions, ſuffers 
extremely. If he is able to augment this 
corps by degrees, introducing none but men 
of low birth, mere ſoldiers of fortune, and 
abſolutely dependent on him; it may in time 
be a means of giving him an authority, which 
no other meaſure will ever bring about, for 
Poland will never fee times of tolerable order, 
till-her kings have abundantly more power 
than at preſent, and nothing but force will 
ever give them that power. | 
The fortifications of Warſaw, are ſufficient 
to prevent the town being inſulted by flying 
parties, or ſmall armies, but could not ſtand 
a ſiege of any duration againſt an army well 
provided; it has two good walls, flanked by 
many baſtions and tolerably lined with ar- 
tillery; the ditch is broad and deep, and the 
waters of the Viſtula may be let into it at 
pleaſure. But the extent of theſe fortifica- 
tions is too great to 15 defended effectually 
with 
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with leſs than eight thouſand men. Warſaw 
is populous; being the capital of Poland, al- 


ways brought great numbers to ſettle in it, 


which the miſerable ſtate of moſt of the other 
towns in the kingdom has lately increaſed 
very much, ſo that the number of its inhabit- 
ants are computed to be above eighty thouſand. 
There are at preſent in it many Poliſh fa- 
-milies, once in affluence, but now reduced to 


live in a very mean way: I am told that ſe- 


yeral cities in the Queen of Hungary's, and 


King of Pruflia's dominions are alſo full of 


them; Dantzick and Koningſburg, I know 


are. To what a ſhocking ſtate is this fine coun- 


try reduced! wholly by the furious zeal 


of Roman=catholick biſhops, who would ne- 


ver be ſatisfied without the total deſtruction 
of the Proteſtants and Greeks. 


Upon our journey from Dantzick, we met 
with a ſmall party that attacked us, and 
were more than once in fight of a band 
of robbers, who would have deſtroyed us, had 


we been leſs guarded. This determined me 
in the journey I propoſed making to Breſlaw, 
to wait till I could go in ſome company that 
would be a protection. Fortunately this of- 
fered in a week, by the Dutch reſident return- 
ing home by the route of Breſlaw; he had a 
| ak of Ruſſian ſoldiers for his protection, 
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and ] was informed that I ſhould lay in 


plenty of proviſions and wine for our journey, 
as we ſhould paſs through a country that was 
nine-parts in ten deſtroyed. The 7th of May 
we ſet out, and reached Rava the gth ; the 
diſtance about threeſcore miles ; the firſt five 
from Warſaw under cultivation, but all the 


reſt one continued deſart, and as pitiable a 


fight as could well be ſeen. This line of 


. country was not long fince well peopled, and 


as well cultivated as any in Poland, which I 
could ſee by the numerous ruins of villages, 


| fingle cottages, and ſeats, ſome quite deſtroy- 


ed, others tumbling down, and many in 


aſhes: the country had moſt of it been arable, 


but 'the plough had no longer any buſineſs 
here ; all the'territory preſented one face of 
deſolation, the fields over-run with weeds, 
and becoming graſs, without any «cattle to 
feed on them, Rava was once a pretty town, 


and well peopled ; bur it is now a heap of 
ruins: out of ten thouſand people that once 


lived here, there does not remain above ſeven- 


| teen houſes inhabited, and thoſe by ſome 


miſerable creatures, too old to fly from the 


misfortunes of their town. 


From Rava to Sirad is one hundred „ WW 


| in which track of country, though it evidently 
525 _ all been RE, we law but thees vil- 


+ lages 


POLAND AND PRUSSIA 2865 
lapes inhabited; all the reſt burnt, and the 
people gone: the inhabitants of theſe IS 
venture to till a ſmall quantity of land: w 
ſaw a little wheat, and ſeveral ploughs 18 
ing in barley; but who will reap it, the 
ſeedſmen little know. It is aftaniſhing that 
the country from Dantzick to Warſaw ſhould 
eſcape ſo well, while this has ſuffered ſo ſe- 
verely. I there faw many devaſtatiohs; but 
they are nothing, compared with the condi- 
tion of theſe territories. Sirad was in arms 
both within and without the walls; wethere- 
fore made a detour to the left, amd patfed it. 
From thence 'to the boundary of Sileſia is 
about forty miles; all \which is one continued 
ſcene of ruin. This is a journey of near 
two hundred miles; and a more melancholy 
one can ſcarcely be travelled. Moderately 
| ſpeaking, I do not believe there are five 
_ thouſand ſouls left in the whole country, 
Sirad excepted, the ſtate of which town we 
were acquainted with: you may every 
where trace the plough ; ſome fields wholly 
ploughed, others half, others juſt begun, but 
all over-run with weeds and graſs; ſome re- 
mains of corn on the ground that never was 
reaped : houſes, barns, ſtables, and all build. 
mob either burnt down, or ans for 9 
| 0 


„% rf 
of repairs. Imagination cannot paint any 
ſcene more dreadful. Thoſe landlords only 
are tolerably off, who fled to Germany at the 

beginning of the troubles, and live in expec- 
tation of peace, when they may return to their 
eſtates ; ; the property of them is left, and will, 
on a pacification, enable them to recover 
themſelves. But others who, in their de- 
fence, or to ſave their buildings from fire, 
bought off their enemies, met their fate at 
| laſt, and cannot return without the load of 
_ debts; ſo that new buildings and ſettlements 
will be impracticable to them. I was aflured 
that there are ſome hundreds of eſtates in the 
kingdom at preſent without any owners ex- 


iſting, ſo many whole families having been 
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CHAPTER VIE. 


Sile eee fo "Wi" 
 Country—AAgriculture—Deſcription of Ber- 
 lin—Preſent State of the King of Prufjia's 
Forces, Revenues, &c. en ee, Oey 
er e of the e | 


1 OTHING e be more ſtriking. 
than the different appearance of Sileſia 
from that of Poland. We entered it the 
13th, and found the country full of villages, 
half of which at leaſt were -peopled with 
Poles; the land all cultivated, and much of it 
extremely well; the houſes and cottages in 
good repair; with all the appearances of eaſe 
and happineſs ; which formed ſuch a contraſt 
to the wretchedneſs we had fo lately ſeen, 
that the view had the effect of making Sileſia 
appear a paradiſe. Much of this muſt cer- 
tainly be occaſioned by the great increaſe of 
population from ſuch numbers of Poles, who 
fly to eſcape the miſeries that every where 
deſolate and lay waſte their own country. 
The King of Pruſſia has officers appointed 
along all his frontiers, to ſee that all theſe 
poor people are received, and to provide cot- 
tages for them as faſt as poſlible. In this 
a7] 5 work 
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work the King is at no expence; he only 
grants them permiſſion to build cottages on 
any waſtes or commons that are not abſolute 
property; and his edit directs, that every 
5 neighbourhood ſhould give all due aſſiſtance 
to the new ſettlers, and find them employ- 
Apent in huſbandry or manufactures, after the 
te of the country; and for the maintenance 
of ſuch as do not find employment, he directs 
a tax to be laid on the diſtrict; but this can- 
not be laſting, as they have portions of land 
aſſigned them ſufficient for their maintenance 
when brought into culture. Upon the waſtes 
belonging to the crown, theſe portions are 
conſiderable enough to form, when cultivated, 
ſmall farms, that hereafter will yield the 
crown a good rent. I ſaw many of theſe 
poor people, and it is hardly credible how 
much they ſeemed to enjoy themſelves, on 
eſcaping the miſeries of Poland, and finding 
ſuch an humane protection in the territories 
of the neighbouring princes. I am informed 
that the Empreſs Queen receives them in the 
fame manner in Moravia, Auſtria, and Hun- 
gary; many of them are in Tranſilvania. All 
the King of Pruſſia's long line of frontier, 
from the bottom of Sileſia to Livonia, is open 
to them; and- great numbers take refuge in 
every part of it, 1 before gave an account of 
| 5 Hs 1 . the 
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the multitudes, to whom the Empreſs of 
| Ruffia gave protection; if all this is conſider- 
ed, it muſt at once be apparent, that the king- 
dom of Poland muſt be amazingly depopu- 
lated, ſince it cannot be doubted but ſeveral | 
millions of people, probably not leſs than 
three or four, are driven out of the country, or 


killed. Such a depopulation will take ſeveral 


ages to recover: and ſtill this evil continues, 
without any appearance of its coming to 
an end; ſo that what the event will be, ex- 
cept leaving that country a mere deſart, is 
very difficult to know. | 
We travelled thirty miles before we reached 
Breflaw. All this line of country is rich ei- 
ther in corn, meadow, or wood; the arable 
lands ſeemed very well cultivated ; the wheat 
looked well, and the quantity of land occu- 
pied with it is conſiderable : they alſo culti- 
vate rye : the barley was all coming up, and 
ſeemed to promiſe good crops: they do not 
| fow any oats; but they cultivate many cab- 
bages as winter food for their cattle, and they 
reckon them much better, and to laſt longer 
than turneps : potatoes they plant in large 
quantities for Breſlaw, which city conſumes 
a great deal of all the products of the earth; 
a yaſt advantage to all the neighbouring 
country: the ſmall potatoes they fatten their 


hogs 
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a boge wich. The river Qder is navigable, there, 
which is another great benefit to the country, 


always keeping the markets briſk, which of 
all other circumſtances is the moſt certain 


means of introdueing good huſbandry. The 


eaſe and happineſs of the peaſants in this 
are very heavy, and carry as much into the 
_ King's: coffers almoſt as into their own 
pockets. It can be attributed only to the re- 
gularity of his Pruſſian majeſty's government; 
for that monarch looks: ſo much into all his 
affairs, that there is no ſuch thing in his do- 
minions as irregular oppreſſion: no miniſter, 
no officer dares to lay the hand of power on 
the defenceleſs poor; the King is their pro- 
tector, and they had better be heavily taxed 
by him, than pay leſs, but be open with it 
to thoſa numerous and accidental oppreſſions 
3 comarnee in all other arbitrary governments. 
Breſlaw is a very extenſive and well - built 
1 city: it is moſt advantageouſly ſituated on the 


Oder, upon the banks of which are ſome very 
© fine ſtreets; they are ſtrait. well paved, and 


with many very well-built houſes. There 
are ſeveral ſquates in it, and many public 
buildiogs, worthy the attention of a traveller; 


| "7; among which are ſeveral churches, the Jeſuits 
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| quay, &c: It is a biſhop's ſee, bat the cathe- 

_ dral has nothing remarkable in it: alſo the 
ſeat of an univerſity, which has for ſome time 
been in a flouriſhing ſituation, It was pretty 
ſtrongly fortified in the laſt war; has a good 
wall, a double ditch, ſeveral baſtions and: 
. ravelins, and a ſtrong citadel ; but the works 
are ſo extenſive, that they require an army to 
defend them. The King keeps a garriſon 
here of ten thouſand men; they are drawn up 


in the great ſquare every day, and go through 


their exerciſes, being as well-diſciplined regi- 
ments as any in the King's ſervice. There 
certainly reſults from this ſtrong garriſon, and 


the others throughout Sileſia, which are all 


proportionably numerous, great ſecurity; of 
which the laſt war was a very ſtriking proof; 
for, undoubtedly, the King owed his preſerva- 
tion to the excellent order all his fortreſſes were 
in, and the numerous garriſons they were fur- 
niſhed with: had the Auſtrians met him unpre= 
| pared, they would have at leaſt wreſted Sileſia 
from him, and perhaps have made ſome im- 
preſſion upon his hereditary dominions. There 
are many churches and convents in the cityz _ 
but I did not hear of any thing in them that 
was particulatly worthy of attention. There 
is a great trade carried on here th meant of 
Vor. - T F the 
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the Oder, and eſpecially ſince the canal was 
cut between that and the Elbe, which com- 
municates with Hamburgh. The articles 
in which this commerce is particularly car- 
ried on, are linen and flax, corn, timber, 
plank, &c. all which are ſtaple commodities 
in Silefia, and produced in very great plenty. 
Moſt of the ſtaves which form ſo. great an 
export at Hamburgh, come from this duchy; 
and the quantity of oak timber and plank, 
which is exported from it, is very conſiderable. 
Upon all thefe articles the King lays a duty 
on the exportation; which is a piece of wrong 
politics of ſo flagrant a nature, that would 
make one think his abilities thoſe of a warrior 
alone. The trade of Breſlaw has declined a 
little ſince the troubles broke out in Poland; 
for in times of tranquillity in that kingdom, 
this province exports large quantities of goods 
thither, particularly linens, of which the 
Poles buy more than any other nation; 
but ſince the commencement of the civil war, 
they have been too much impoveriſhed to be able 
to purchaſe any quantity worth mentioning. 
The manufacture of linen in Sileſia is very 
conſiderable: it employs many thouſands of 
x people, enriches the whole duchy, and brings 
in a very conſiderable revenue to the King. 
; 3 | 6” - Moſt 
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Moſt of the linens which are bleached at 
Haerlam in Holland, and afterwards are ſo 
well known under the name of Dutch, are 
made in Sileſia : formerly immenſe quantities 
were conſumed in England ; but fince the 
great ſucceſs which has attended the fabricks 
of Ireland and Scotland, this impolitic impor- 
tation is come to nothing, and thereby vaſt 
ſums ſaved to Great-Britain. At this place 
I leſſened my expences of travelling conſidera- 
bly, by paying off all my attendants, except 
my old Swiſs, Martin, who has rode through 
the beſt part of Europe with me. 

The 16th I left Breflaw, taking a poſt- 
chaiſe to Steinau, on the Oder; the diſtance - 
thirty miles. This line of country is remark- 
ably fine, fully cultivated, and in general well 
peopled. Landed property here is much di- 
' vided; here and there is found an old baron's 
eſtate of great extent, around an old caſtle 
with all the marks of antiquity: and grandeur ; ; 
but in general the lands belong to perſons 
enriched by trade and manufactures, which 
has had one excellent effect, that of diffuſing 
much more liberty among the peaſants fe 
they have in other parts. Upon theſe eſtates, 
the lands are let in farms, as in England, and 
the peaſants, not being vaſſals to tenants, are 

xz. * hired 
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| hired in the manner of our day-labourers, 
which is the ſyſtem of all others the moſt 
beneficial. A common rent, in their farms, 
is from ſeven to eleven ſhillings an acre : 
wheat yields two quarters an acre; barley 
three; buck-wheat four: the flax grounds 
are all inclofed by ditches, and they reckon 
an acre that yields three pounds a very good 
one. They keep all their cattle in winter in 
houſes, and feed them with boiled cabbages 
and ſtraw. They lay moft of the manure 


they make upon their cabbage grounds, in the 


culture of which plant they ſeem to be 
attentive. They make great uſe of mul from 
the Oder as a manure, and value it fo much, 
that they go ſeveral miles for it. They 
plough their land with oxen; the ſtructure of 
their ploughs is remarkable; they ſeem, from 
the height of the wheels, to be very well in- 
Aru in the doctrine of the lever. 
The 14th Ireached Grumberg, * 
e e miles of very indifferent road ; 
* dining at Glogau, a pretty town, agreeably 
ſituated on the Oder, very itrongly fortified, 
and always garrifoned with two thouſand men. 
It was anciently the reſidence of the dukes of 
Glogau, and there are remains of their palace 
in the caſtle. The cathedral i is a very ancient 
4 and 
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and a fine building. They have ſome linen 

fabricks, and a good trade on the Oder. The 

| country around it, and quite to Grumberg, 

is various, conſiſting of woods, arable, mea- 

dow, ſome waſte, and alſo ſome marſh land. 

The villages are not very thick, and the pea- 

ſants do not ſeem to be ſo well off as thoſe 

nearer to Breſlaw; what the reaſon is, I 
could not diſcover. : 

My next day's journey was thing miles, 
through Croſſen, to Frankfort on the Oder. 
Croſſen is the capital of a territory of the 
ſame name; it is a very well-built town, 
having been rebuilt after a great fire which 
happened at the beginning of this century: 
the ſtreets are ſtrait, broad, and well paved : 
it is adorned with an handſome town-houſe, 
and five churches, one of which makes a 


figure, being fituated in the middle of a 


ſquare. 
Frankfort js in EO IPO, pad was once 
one of the moſt conſiderable cities in the 
Empire, being an hanſe town, and an Im- 
petial city; but it has loſt moſt of its privi- 
leges. It is divided into the old and new 
town by the Oder, over which there is a 
| handſome bridge, inſtead of an old wooden 


_ one . was burnt in the laſt wag, The 


T3 ſtreets 


278 TRAVELS THROUGH 
fireets are handſome, and many of the houſes 
make a good figure, eſpecially thoſe which 
have been built fince the laſt war. Their 
trade is conſiderable, both with Berlin, Ham- 
burgh, the Baltic, and all Sileſia; and before 
the war raged in Poland, with» that kingdom 
alſo ; ſo that it is one of the richeſt places in 
the King's dominions. They have an univer- 
ſity, but it is not very well ſtocked with ſtu- 
dents of any conſequence, though they have 
two well- built colleges. The town-houſe is 
an handſome building; and the arſenal is 
large and well filled. The moſt agreeable 
part of the town is the great market- place, 
which i is ſurrounded A the beſt houſes 1 in the 
place. | 
The ſoil azar] Waal t is handy 6s 
not very well inhabited : there is much waſte 
land, which might be cultivated to good pro- 
fit, conſidering the near neighbourhood of fo. 
many navigations, but encouragement ſeems | 
to be wanting. I made many enquiries con- 
cerning the depredations of the Ruſſians here; 
and from the information I could get, I have 
reaſon to believe that the accounts we had in 
England were much exaggerated: they burnt 
ſome villages, and raiſed heavy contributions 
but as to unerly deſtroying a whole track of 
: : | country, 
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country, it was not true. Another circum- 
ſtance I ſhould remark, which is, the miſ- 
chief being all repaired which they did; for 
1 have yet ſeen no ſigns of any of that ruin 
which fell from their hands : this is to be at- 
tributed to the good conduct of the King of 

Pruſſia, who, notwithſtanding the general ſe- 
verity of his government, very wiſely fayour- 
ed thoſe parts of his dominions that ſuffered 
moſt by war, as ſoon as the peace was 
made. | 
The 18th carried me 30 miles to Berlin, 
through a continued track of ſand, yet tolera- 
bly cultivated in ſome parts, but much of it a 
dreary waſte, and very thinly peopled. They 
find that the only very profitable crop upon 
theſe ſands is buck-wheat, which they ſow in 
large quantities, and they get a product which 
| equals the beſt ſoils applied to that grain: 
when a piece of land has been more carefully 
managed than ordinary, it will yield a good 
| crop of rye; but as to wheat or de it is 
hardly to be ſeen. 5-8 

As 1 deſigned to make ſome ſtay at Berlin, T 
I hired private lodgings; of which Thad as 
good for fifteen ſhillings a week, as would 
have coſt me five and thirty at London. But 

8 FA is not peopled proportionably to its 
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ſize; hence the general remark, that graſs is 
' ſeen in the ſtreets, which is, however, only in 
one neglected quarter of the town; the other 
parts are very well built; the ſtreets are re- 
markably ſpacious, long, and well paved; and 
the buildings 1 in general are ſuch as certainly 
rank it among the fineſt. cities in Europe. 
Of the public edifices, thoſe which are uſually 
_ viſited by travellers are, the royal palace the 
arſenal—the churches of Notre Dame, St. 
Nicholas, St. Martin, and the Romiſh chapel 
—the theatre—the equeſtrian ſtatue of Fre- 
derick the firſt, &c. The palace is a magni- 
ficent but an unequal building, like all, thoſe 
that are raiſed at different times: ſome of the 

apartments are large, and well proportioned ; 
but they by no means anſwered. my expecta- 
tions, either in dimenſions, fitting up, or fur- 
niture. The immenſity of ſilver remarked by 
Mr. Hanway, when, he was here, was all 
melted in the late war, and very little of it is 
reſtored. Much of the furniture, for a royal 
palace, is very mean; but this we are not to 
be ſurprized at, as the King gives his attention 
to ſo much greater objects. Some of the pic- 
tures are fine. The front of the arſenal would 
be very beautiful, but, as the above-men- 
tioned traveller juli obſerves, it is profuſely 


loaded 
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loaded with ornaments. I viewed the con- 
tents, and was much entertained with them; 
for, very contrary to what is ſeen in moſt 
other buildings under this name, here are no 
uſeleſs arms, nothing but what is ready for 
immediate ſervice. The train is a very fino 

one. The theatre is in a moſt grand ſtile, 
admirably contrived to give much magnifi- 
cence to the repreſentation of operas. A very 
few circumſtances excepted, it deſerves to be 
conſidered as a model for theſe buildings. 
The Romiſh chapel is a monſter of diſpropor- 


tion, but the portico is elegant. The equeſ- 


trian ſtatue of Frederick the Firſt is a fine 
performance ; the horſe is remarkably fine, 
and there 1s much ſpirit i in es attitude of the 
figure. _ 

The fortifications of Berlin are regular; but 
te city is of too great extent to have any 
thing of ſtrength, if attacked by a powerful 
army. The number of inhabitants are reck- 
oned at about an hundred thouſand. There 
is always a garriſon of from eight to twelve 
thouſand men in it. Charlottenburgh is a 
ſmall palace within a mile of Berlin; the 
rooms of which are ſmall, but very elegant: 
it contains nothing that appears very ſtriking 
hes a traveller; — ball-room is * 
| ut 
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but much exceeded by many others. The 
gardens here, as well as at Potſdam, have 
nothing in them but regularity, which is diſ- 
guſting. Sans Souci is a detached apartment 
in a garden; but nothing of this ſort that I 
have ſeen abroad, is comparable to a number of 
places we have in England: nor do I think 
any of theſe palaces and boxes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Berlin are tolerable in taſte : the 
only natural beauty they had was the river, 
and that is moulded into a canal for them: 
they have no verdure; the walks are ſand, 
and the ſituations in general flats. 
There is a good deal of commerce carried 
on at Berlin, by means of the canals which 
join the Spree- and the Oder, and the Oder 
and the Elbe; by which means there is a moſt 
advantageous communication with Hamburgh, 
the Baltick, and all Sileſia. This is of great 
conſequence to the manufactures of Berlin, 
which are numerous and flourithing : - they 
have fabricks of ſilk, ſtuffs, woollen cloths of 
ſeveral ſorts, and in particular one which 
clothes moſt of the army; tapeſtry, laces, 
glaſs, a little hardware, &c. The King gives 
great encouragement to all manufactures, 
which has had a great effect in a place where 
he W many fabricks fixed by French 
refugees 
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refugees after the revocation of the edit of 


Nantes, whoſe poſterity now carry on the 
principal trade of the city. Berlin ſupplies 
Sileſia with great quantities of theſe goods; 
and before the civil war raged in Poland, that 
kingdom took off much. They have a ſmall 


export to the Baltic ; formerly to Sweden, but 


that is now no more. 
I 'was twice or thrice at court, more to ſee 


the King, than for any other entertainment. 


I ſaw him about nine years ago, and was 
much ſurprized to find him ſo little altered. 


The immenſity of fatigue, both of body and 
mind, which he went through during the 
laſt war, one would have apprehended muſt 


have entirely broke him ; but he has, by 


a regular way of life, and great abſtemiouſneſs, 
both then and ſince, prevented any ill effects. 


| Bodily fatigue may be phyſick, and mental la- 


bour not very deſtructive, but anxiety is the 
deſtroyer, againſt which it is very difficult to 
guard: for ſeveral years the King was uncer- 
tain of his fate; victories had little effect, de- 
feats were ruinous, and he could ſcarcely con- 
jecture whether he was to be ſtripped of ſe- 
veral provinces, or even his whole dominions. 


In ſuch a ſituation, we may eaſily conceive 


that anxiety muſt commit great ravages on 
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him; and I muſt own myſelf ſurprized to ſee 
his health continue ſo good. His principal 


amuſement is exerciſing his troops; to ſee 
them, is one of the moſt entertaining ſights 
at Berlin. It is thought that the King him- 
ſelf has not ſo nice an eye as formerly to the 
minutiæ of the tactic, but his officers keep 


it up in the higheſt perfection. His army is 


at preſent more numerous, and better pro- 


vided than ever; they do not fall ſhort of 


one hundred and forty thouſand men; and 


? there is not a regiment in his ſervice that is 
not ready for marching ; his whole army, ar- 


tillery, baggage, and all attendants, could be 


in the field upon a week's notice at any time; 


his fortreſſes are all in better order than before 


the laſt war, and ſome places made of great 


ſtrength upon the frontiers of Sileſia, which 


never before were fortified at all. His trea- 
ſure is reported to be conſiderable, and he 


certainly is not encumbered with debts; for 


the laſt war, immenſe as it was to him, did 
not make him contract a ſhilling of debt, tho 


it is certain his antagoniſt, the Queen of 


Hungary, anticipated many of her revenues. 


If all things are conſidered, it will appear 


very evident, that his power is better eſtab- 
liſhed than ever, and that he has no proſpect 
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of ſeeing another confederacy, which will bear 
ſo hard upon him as thelaſt. Auſtria will not 
beeager to attack him, after having failed, with 
every poſſible advantage on her fide. If the 
could not wreſt Sileſia from him, when 
France, Ruſſia, Sweden, and Saxony were in 
alliance with her, and their power fo actually 
brought to bear upon him, that he fought bat- 
tles with them all; ſuch a confederacy is 
not to be looked for in an age; and if it failed 
in its aim, that aim may be pronounced im- 
practicable. Saxony, it cannot be expected 
will unite again, unleſs it be with Pruſſia, but 
the ſituation of it conſidered, if it proves an 
enemy, it will be an enemy ſwallowed up as 
in the laſt war, and the country made to con- 
tribute amply to pay the expence of it. 
 Ruſfia will ſcarcely unite againſt the King, 
with whom fhe is now in cloſe alliance; it 
would be extremely contrary to her intereſt, 
France will always be found in full employ» 
ment by England; ſhe will not quickly ſend 
armies againft Pruſſia. The King therefore 
has the ſatisfaction of enjoying peace. 
Theſe are the ideas of the Berlin politi- 
cians, who all declare the peace will be laſt- 
ing, from the great jealouſy of Auſtria, and 
Ruſſia, We oppoſing or uniting with 1 

other: 
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other: every party is ſtrongly armed, and 
looks on in ſilence, except Ruſſia, who, know- 


ing her own ſtrength and fearleſs of conſe- 
quences, carries on a moſt extenſive war with 
Turkey and in Poland. | 


The King's revenues amount at preſent, to 


about à million and an half ſterling; a ſum 


which in England appcars ſmall; but if the 


different value of money there, and in Bran- 


denburg be confidered ; and likewiſe, the un- 
common exertions of œconomy unequalled 
in any other court; this ſum, I am confident, 


is in the King's hands as good as four mil- 


lions, perhaps as five in England. The land- 


tax throughout his dominions is regular, and 


equals about nine ſhillings in the pound: the 
crown lands yield a conſiderable rent, and 


are as well managed to profit, as a. private 


gentleman's eſtate. The cuſtoms are but a 
ſmall article; they are gathered in his ports 


on the Baltick and at Embden. The exciſe 


is general on all the neceſſaries of life, and 
riſes ſo high as forty per cent. Theſe taxes 
are very heavy; but ſuch is the regularity of 
his government, and ſo little oppreſſion is 


met with from miniſters and revenue- officers, 
that the people are beyond compariſon: hap- 


pier than in the dominions of Saxony, Au- 
ſtria, 


\ 
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ſtria, or Bavaria. Much of his ſucceſs in the 
late war, was doubtleſs owing to the ſubſidy 
he received from England: the diſcontinu- 
ance of which, and the breaking off all con- 
nections between the two courts, ſtruck hard 
upon him; for it took him out of the hands 
of France, from whom he received a ſubſidy 
of three hundred thouſand pounds a year, and 
left him without an equivalent from England. 
The treatment he received from the latter 
country, upon the change of that miniſtry 
which had conducted the war, made an im- 
preflion upon him much againſt England, of 
whom he,has often expreſſed  hinz{elf with 
ſome acrimony : what, the reſult will be in 
future political arrangements, is not eaſy to 
ſay ; but if the connection continues between 
France and Auſtria, that between England 
and Pruſſia, muſt in the nature of things be 
renewed ; for when one part of Europe throws 
itſelf } into an alliance offenſive to the reſt - 
a counter alliance muſt ever be formed, or 
1 all good ideas of politicks be abſolutely given 

up. 
he iſt = June 1 left Berlin, and got to 
Britzen, the diſtance thirty miles: all 
which track of country is very ſandy, though 
tolerably populous, and ſome of it well cul- 


tivated. 


— 


* 


ents 


28 TRAVELS THROUGH 

tivated. They ſow much buck-wheat; and 
were now ploughing for turneps, which they 
| ſow the middle of this month: and I believe 


this root and buck-wheat, with a very little 
rye, to be all the products theſe poor ſands 
yield, and yet they ſeem to be very well ma- 
nured; for the, countrymen houſe their cattle 
in winter, and raiſe by that means large quan- 


tities of dung, which they mix with a kind 
_ of ſtiff earth, which they dig from under the 


fand ; a compoſt which I ſhould ſuppoſe, muſt 
agree ae wel wk 1 dry barren 


ſoils. 


The 2d 1 3 no furtber than Wi it- 
tenburg, the diſtance only 15 miles. In this 


journey I paſſed from Brandenburg to Saxony, 


and the foil changes almoſt immediately for 
the better; and the population of the country 
alſo. The ſoil is a good loam, which yields 


tolerable crops of wheat; they have alſo bar- 
ley, and I remarked a few pieces of flax. 


Wittenburg was noted before the laſt war 


for its cloth manufactories, and for dying bet- 


ter than at any other place in the electorate; 


the latter byſineſs is yet found here, though 


not near ſo much as formerly; but moſt of | 
Its men are removed to Berlin, ſo that the 
| place 
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place has not been able to recover the ruin ĩt 
met with in the war. Martin Luther's church 
is yet ſtanding, tho' three hundred years old, 
and has ſeen ſo many ſieges, cannonades, and 
bombardments without any damage. 

The 3d I went to Leipſick, the diſtance 
zo miles, through a country naturally exceed= 
ingly fertile, but carries many marks of the 
miſeries of the late war. Moſt of it has been 
well cultivated, but upon riding into ſeveral 
fields now in graſs, and whoſe appearance 
indicates wretched management, I found 
they had been arable ones within a few years; 
and upon making enquiries, I had ſeveral ſpots 
pointed out to me, whereon ſtood ſmall villa- 

ges, conſiſting of farm-houſes, now no more; 
and all the lands which belonged to them, 
and once yielded abundant crops of corn, 
ate now little better than waſte and com- 
mon foreſt land, whereon the tenants of the 
ſame landlord turn their cattle. This is not 
the caſe with two or ' three places, but con- 
tinues for many miles; and is owing to the 
nobles to whom the country belongs, having 
ruined themſelves with paying military con- 
tributions ſo often, that at laſt, they had no- 
thing to pay when their buildings were burnt 
down, and themſelves left too poor to erect 
Vol. III. 7X6 U new 
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new ones: This is generally the reaſon, why 


the ſeat of war is ſo very injurious” to a 
country; for nothing is ſo great an evil, 


as land cultivated, formerly belonging to 


owners, too poor to raiſe the buildings ne- 
ceſſary for bringing it again into culture. If 
the landlords of ſuch a country would allow 
every thing to be deſtroyed the firſt campaign, 


they would be reduced it is true; but then 


they. would be free from thoſe enormous debts 
which not only carry their ruin with them to 
the graves of ſuch as groan under them, but 
entail miſery upon their children. 

_ Leipſick, the ſuburbs included, is one of 
the moſt conſiderable cities in this part of 
Germany, notwithſtanding its having ſutfer- 


ed very ſeverely in the two laſt wars, and 
felt ſome heavy ſtrokes, which are not yet 


recovered. It has been the theatre of almoſt 


every war that has happened in Germany. 


In the famous one of thirty years, it was very 
often taken and retaken by the Swedes, and 


Imperialiſts; no leſs than five times in two 


years; It felt the weight of Charles XII's 


invaſion of Saxony, than whom there have 


been few more brutal invaders. And the 


two laſt wars ſucceeded each other very quick- 


- I; its trade and buildings much declined in 


them. 


n n n N To 
them. The city itſelf is not an agreeable 


place, from the narrowneſs of the ſtreets, and 
the height of the houſes, which riſe to eight 


or nine ſtories; but the ſuburbs are much 


more ſpacious and better built; they are alſo 


pleaſant, from the number of areas, and gar- 
dens in them; and from the conflux of three 
ſmall rivers. They have not many publick 
buildings at Leipfick that much deſerve a 
ſtranger's attention ; the beſt among them is 


St. Nicholas Church, which is a very fine 
edifice. The town-houſe is an old but a 
good ſtructure; the exchange is another: 


and around the great market place are many 
houſes of private merchants, which make 


an uncommon figure for buildings of that 
| ſort; but there are ſeveral traders in the city, 


that have made conſiderable fortunes, and 


before the laſt. war treble the number; but 


the greateſt among them upon the breaking 
out of it, removed themſelves and their ef- 


fects to Hamburgh. The unĩverſity is one 


of the moſt famous in Germany, and much 
frequented by ſtudents of family and fortune; 
but this alſo declined much in the laſt war. 

Trade is the ſoul of Leipſicx: Conſider- 
ing that it is an inland place, and without the 


| es even fe a navigable river, the great- 


9 2 | | neſs. 
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neſs of its commerce is very ſurprizing; but 
it is owing to its fairs, of which they have 
three very conſiderable ones every year. To 
them . merchants bring or ſend goods of all 
forts from every part of Europe: all the ma- 
nufactures of Germany, France, Italy, En- 
gland, Holland, and Flanders are met with 
here: Vaſt magazines are formed of Eaſt In- 
dia goods of all ſorts; of Weſt India com- 
modities; of wines, brandies, fruits, ſilk, 
hemp, flax, iron, and in a word all ſorts of 
products: And purchaſers reſort hither from 
every part of Germany and the North. 
Theſe fairs alſo carry off great quantities of 
the fabricks which are made at Leipſick, of 
which there are ſeveral ſorts; ſuch as ſilk, 
cotton and woollen manufactures, paper, 
gold, and filver laces, &Cc. but all theſe ſuf- 
fered much from the laſt war; nor have 
they recovered themſelves to any thing like 
their former ſucceſs: Indeed, I obſerved in 
| converſation with ſeveral merchants here, 
that they had all a diſtruſt that they were by 
no means ſecure from freſh viſits of the Pruſ- 
ſians; and while this is the caſe," (at which 
we cannot be ſurprized) it is not to be won- 
dered that commerce. and manufactures. do 
not thrive, The i gare the whole Electorate 


ſuſtained 
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ſuſtained laſt war, in the deſtruction of its 
manufactures and trade; the ruin of its agri- 
culture, and the decline of its population, 
was of an exceedingly great amount, and 
ſuch as cannot be recovered without the moſt 
unremitting attention,” and political conduct 
of half a century; before which time it will 
probably ſee in ſome cauſe or other, a renewal 


of its calamities. If theſe circumſtances are 


conſidered, with the oppreſſive government of 
all the German princes that have an abſolute 


authority, we ſhall have reaſon to wonder at 


any trade at all being found in Saxony. 
The 6th, I travelled thirty miles to Meiſſen, 


through the fineſt part of Saxony; and which, 


notwithſtanding the fury of the late war, is 
now a populous and a well cultivated country; 
there is a great deal of arable land, and very 


fine champain fields, covered with corn; many 


villages, and the people ſeemed to be adive, 


and quite alive in their buſineſs. Part of the 


females were collected in ſmall knots in the 


villages ſpinning wool; others drove the horſes 


and oxen that drew the ploughs; this em- 
ployment of the women is an excellent 
ſign, where the men do not, in conſequence, 
indulge in idleneſs, which is the caſe in ſome 


countries. They cultivate a great deal of 
wheat and barley, and were now ſowing ſome 
U3 | buck 
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buck-wheat; but it is a grain for which 
their lands are too good, the pooreſt: ſands 
will rival them: They cultivate turneps, cab- 
bages; and alſo cabbages for feeding them- 
ſelves and their cattle; 8 are nume- 
rous; they feed them not only in their mea- 
dows, but alſo upon clover, of which I ſaw 
ſeveral large pieces, a thing I had not re- 
marked of a long time. I enquired into their 
management of it; they ſow it with barley, 
and in the ſucceeding year, either mow it 


' - twice for hay, thrice ſometimes; or. elſe feed 


ſheep, young cattle, cows, oxen, and horſes 
upon it: the hay they prefer to meadow hay. 
They keep it two years upon the ground, and 
after that plough it up for any ſort of crop, 
but do not ſeem to conſider it as a peculiar 
preparation for wheat, which is the idea in 

England: It has not been long. cultivated 
here, bat ſpreads very faſt, from their find- 

ing the profit of it to be great. The lands 
here are cultivated by both the landlords and 
peaſants; the latter are in general farmers, 
and not of very little ſpots, but they are 
bound to apply a part of their time with their 
teams, &c. to cultivate thoſe parts' of the 
eſtate, which the landlord holds in his own 
hands, and which are  uſuglly ng conſiderable, 
Meiſſen 
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Meiſſen is a little town, weakly fortified, 
but with a ſtrong caſtle on the Elbe; it is 
only remarkable (the Dreſden Porcelane ex- 
cepted) for a covered bridge of wood over 
that river; the cathedral I had been told was 
a fine building, with many fine electoral mo- 
numents in it, but I found it worthy of very 
little obſervation. The manufacture of Por- 
celane, was once more famous here, than at 
any other place in Europe, but the laſt war 
almoſt ruined it; upon the King of Pruflia's 
irruption into Saxony, moſt of the workmen, 
and the materials were removed; but the war 
continuing ſo long, and Saxony remaining 
in the hands of the Pruſſians, ſome of the 
people died, and others were loſt; ſome the 
| King of Pruſſia ſecured, and ſent them to 
Berlin; where he attempted to eſtabliſh a 
ſimilar manufactory, but he has executed no- 
thing comparable to the old Dreſden pieces. 
| Upon the eſtabliſhment of peace, the works 
at Meiſſen were reſtored, and a freſh ſet 
of workmen, with ſome old ones, reſumed- 
the manufactory : I have ſeen the beſt pieces 
they have made, and ſhall venture to aſſert, 
that the manufacture is loſt; for they are not 
in the clearneſs of the white, to be compared 
with the metal formerly made; as to fine 
| e it is is any where to be had, and there- 
"HF 4 . 
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fore not peculiar to the Dreſden ware. This 
is a great loſs to the curious, and lovers of 
fine Porcelane all over Europe; and the more 
ſo, as none of the numerous fabricks ſet up in 
England, France, or Holland, haye come 
near equal to it. | 
The 17th I reached Dreſden, whichis only 
fifteen miles from Meiſſen, through the moſt 
beautiful line of country I have ſeen in Ger- 
many; it is all hill and dale, corn, vines, 
and meadows along the banks of the Elbe a 
continued picture; the river is every where 
ſeen to advantage, with the beautiful circum- 
ſtance of the banks being high and woody; 
a more entertaining e ee ſcene van 
hardly be viewed. 7 
Dreſden I can caddy conceive, was before 
che deſtruction of the ſuburbs, one of the 
fineſt cities in Europe; but the Penſions have 
much reduced its beauty, by burning down 
a great part of the moſt beautiful quarters of 
it. The old city is fortified in a regular 
manner; the baſtions are of ſtone; ' and there 
is a double ditch, but yet the ſtrength of it is 
nothing, unleſs the garriſon be very nume- 
rous : The riverElbe divides it into two cities, 
the old and the new. The bridge over that 
river which is built of ſtone, is reckoned the 
fineſt in Germany; but no perſon who has 
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Ren that at Weſtminſter, will think there 
is either beauty or magnificence in it. It is 


five hundred and forty feet long, thirty ſix 


broad, and conſiſts of nineteen arches. The 


electoral palace is not a very ſtriking building 


for the beauties of architecture; but there are 


many very fine and ſpacious apartments in it 


very ſplendidly furniſhed; much of it done 
ſince the war; for ſome of the beſt furniture 
was ruined by the Pruſſtans, and a vaſt num- 
ber of curioſities carried off. The King it is 
ſuppoſed, did not defign to touch any thing, 
and no commander keeps a more regular diſ- 
cipline, but in ſo long a war ſo full of events, 
and thoſe remarkably ſevere; a place of curi- 
oſities, muſt neceſſarily fare but badly. The 
ſtables form a magnificent hullding, being 
very ſpacious, and were once filled with ſome 


of the fineſt horſes in Germany, but many of 


the ſtalls are now unoccupied ;. indeed the 


revenues of the electorate ſuffered to ſo great 
a degree in the late war, that Dreſden has 
ever ſince exhibited a very different appear- 
ance; the court is no longer what it was, 
and all thoſe circumſtances which flow from 


great revenues, have ſunk proportionably to 


the decline, which the Saxon income has ex- 
perienced. No court in Germany was ſo pro 
N ale; but there is an ceconomy in it now, 


which 
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. which promiſes a much happier adminiſtra- 
tion of affairs than has been ee + in 
the two laſt. 8 | 
The Romiſh chappel i is one of the fineſt 

edifices at Dreſden ; it is a well-proportioned 
and magnificent building ; moſt highly orna- 
mented: It was built for the private os - | 
the late King and his court. 

'The chamber of curioſities; have yet a ahdat 
many very beautiful models, and toys, which 
cannot fail entertaining any traveller; and 
the collection which they call the Kunts-kam- 
mar, which is chiefly of natural rarities, equal 
to any thing that can be ſeen; but as the par- 
ticulars of theſe things have been publiſhed 
by more than one traveller, I ſhall not ſwell 
theſe pages with a recital of them. The 
gallery of pictures, is equal to moſt that are to 
be ſeen in Italy; and are kept in admirable 
preſervation. The pieces by Correggio are 
to be equalled no where but in Parma. A 
very magnificent work, containing plates of 
all the pictures in this gallery, was publiſhed 
at Dreſden, | under the direct eee 1 he | 
late King. . | 

The aten palace, of which "org wri- 
ters have given long accounts, is in my opin- 
ion a very filly affair; and by no means even 
6s ron Count Bruhl's famous palace ſuf- 

7 | fered 
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fered moſt ſeverely in the war, at which no- 
body was concerned, from the foundation of 


all his grandeur being laid in the miſeries of 


the Saxons; and from his being the principal 


plotter, and adviſer of that war, which ru- 


ined his maſter. The picture gallery is 
one of the fineſt rooms I have any where 
ſeen. - ü 
From the beſt accounts 1 cot get while 


at Dreſden, the decline in all the affairs of 


. conſequence throughout the government of 
Saxony, upon account of the late war, is 
much greater than has been thought by ſome 
authors who have written lately. Before the 
war, the revenues of the electorate, by means 
however of very great oppreſſion, amounted 
to a million and an half ſterling ; but I was aſ- 


ſured, that they do not at this 8 although _ 
near ſeven years of peace have intervened, riſe 
to. ſeven hundred thouſand pounds, and yet 
the government is burthened with a very heavy 


debt. Saxony, before the war, contained 

near two. millions of people ; it has not now 
much above one: In Dreſden were an hun- 
dred and ten thouſand people, but at preſent 
itwould be difficult to find half the number; 


ſuch ſtrong marks of decline are not to be 
miſtaken, they ſhew the ſeverity of the late 


war, in the moſt ſtriking colours; and prove 
 clearly-- 
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zoo  \TRAVELS THROUGH 
clearly that if it had continued much longer, 
the whole ors: would bave been made a 

- geſart. | 

8 preſent 8 iy all Wag 
in a very ſenſible and political manner; they 
find the wretched ſtate of the country will ad- 
mit of nothing but an œconomy which has 
not been practiſed in this country for a long 
while; the people ſee and know the publick 
diſtreſs, and do not repine at the taxes they 
are forced to pay, as all did when the amount 
was quandered by count Bruhl, and the 
King, in cloaths, toys, and gewgaws. Only 
fifteen thouſand regular troops are kept up, 
but they have five or ſix thouſand militia re- 
gularly diſciplined. This is certainly acting 
with prudence; for the whole country is fo 
impoveriſhed, that if they raiſed by taxes a 
revenue to do atherwiſe, it muſt be by the ru- 
in of the people. They muſt have time not 
only to recruit their loſſes, but alſo their num- 
bers. The ſoil is in general fertile, and the 
Saxons are induſtrious enough to bring it into 
culture, if they have time given them, with- 
out making even peace itſelf too burthenſome, 
by taxation, and without hurrying them into 
another war, which could not fail of being | 
ruinous to the whole electorate. Some en- 
| ICE" has been en to agriculture 
| and 
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and manufactures ſince the peace; particu- 
larly by an exemption from taxes in certain 
caſes wherein they would be extremely bur- 
thenſome; but the eſſential foundation of 
tolerable cultivation, or activity in carrying 
on fabricks, is wanting, which is wealth, or 
at leaſt eaſy circumſtances in the undertakers; 
but this electorate, the Pruſſians exhauſted to 
ſo great a degree, that they left ſcarcely any 
wealth in it; the lands are in the hands of 


nobility ſo reduced, that they can ſcarcely 


live; much leſs are able to carry on improve- 
ments in the manner requiſite at preſent, for 
being effectual in reviving huſbandry in their 


country; and when this is the caſe, ſuch a 


renovation muſt be left to common cauſes, 
the increaſe of the people, and of induſtry a- 
mong the lower claſſes, which is e of 
moſt flow. operation. 

The amazing difference of 7M event of the 
war to Brandenburg and Saxony, is ſtriking. 
The latter is ſo ruined and exhauſted, as to 
lye almoſt at the mercy of any invader ; with- 
out people, trade, revenues, or forces, on a 
compariſon with what all thoſe articles were 
before the war: on the contrary, the King 
of Pruſſia is in poſſeſſion of as great an income 
as ever; a finer army, than when he began the 
war: his dominions ae indeed, but the 


3 Fn wounds. 
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wounds ſeem to have been but ſkin-deep : 
| certainly his country was not made the ſeat 
of war in the manner he made that of the 
Elector of Saxony. The contraſt indeed is 
ſo ſtriking, that if ever a new war breaks out 
between Pruſſia and Auſtria, Saxony moſt un- 
doubtedly will not join the latter. 
The 12th I. ſet out from Dreſden, and 3 
to Lentmeritz, in Bohemia, in two days, 
, «paſting through Pirna, and by the famous 
caſtle of Koningſtein. Pirna is a little place 
among the mountains, and Koningſtein is a 
caſtle ſituated on the top of a rock, three 
hundred feet high, and half a mile in circum- 
ference. The way to it is ſo difficult, that a 
company is ſufficient to defend it againſt an 
army. In it is a well, above ſixteen hundred 
feet deep, which ſupplies the garriſon with 
water. In the labyrinth of theſe rocks and 
mountains, the King of Pruſſia. caught the 
Saxon army and made them priſoners. The 
country is in general very wild and romantic, 
and the views of the Elbe running through 
ſuch a region of mountains extremely gro- 
teſque: There are ſome vineyards planted upon 
ſouthern ſpots of theſe mountains, where the 
grapes ripen tolerably, but the wine is not 
drinkable to thoſe who have been uſed to 9000 
Wee is good. 9880 | 
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CHAPTER IK. 


Tourney acroſe Bae Prague Definite 
of the country—The people—Nobility—Huſ- 
bandry-- Manifactures -- Moravia--Olmutz-- 


Brinn—Fourney to V. e ption 9 
the capi tal. 


E NTMERTTZ is « ſmall town in Bo- 
hemia, fituated on the river Elbe; it 

| To ſome fortifications, but none of any great 
| firergth : near this place the King of Pruſſia 
gained a great victory over the Auſtrians in 
the laſt war. The neighbouring country was 
ſeveral times the ſeat of war, and ſuffered 
much: part of the miſchiefs done, are not yet 
recovered ; for there are ſeveral tracks of land 
elonging to a Bohemian nobleman, who re- 


ſides at Vienna, which were once arable, hut 


are now over- run with graſs and weeds, and 
ſtill have by. no means near a ſtock of 
cattle proper for the land; and ſome villages 
are of a very poor appearance with ſeveral 
| houſes almoſt burnt down, that have not yet 
been repaired. The country that is cultivated, 
does not ſeem to be managed in an able man- 


ner; 
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ner; and the peaſants are much 1 treated 


"han they are in Saxony. 


The 18th I reached Prague, hes capital of 
Bohemia, and one of the largeſt cities in Eu- 
rope. The country through which the road 


runs is various; much of it is of a fruitful ſoil, 
and tolerably cultivated in ſome parts, but 


there are in every track many marks of bad 


huſbandry and inattention, greatly owing I 


ſuppoſe toa want of induſtry, and partly to the 
oppreſſion which the peaſants experience: 


They have ſome tolerable crops of wheat, 


but I never ſaw worſe barley, or any corn 


more full of weeds ; and they value it ſo 
little, that on various pieces of barley and 


peaſe I ſaw cattle feeding, which made me 
enquire if they were ſown with intention to 
be eat green; but that was not the caſe; it 


is a mere inſtance of ſtupid neglect. I obſerv- 


| ed one or two pieces of flax, which looked 


very well. The winter food of their cattle is 
principally the cabbage, turnep, and red cab- 
bage, which they cultivate in large quanti- 


ties. I faw ſeveral young plantations of them, 
but they do not ſeem to manage them well. 


Prague is very well ſituated on the river 


Muldaw; it is divided into two cities by that 
| river. The fortifications are regular, and 
- . 8 = 70 | much 
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much ſuperior to what they were before the 
laſt war; but the city is of fo great an extant, 
that it requires an army to defend it. It ſuf- 
fered very much by the ſiege it ſtood in the 
beginning of the war againſt the King of Pruſ- 
ſia, who cannonaded and bombarded it in fo 
| ſevere a manner, that not many buildings 
eſcaped; whole quarters were beat down, or 
burnt, and I was ſhewn ſeveral very large 
gardens and. young orchards, which before 

that fiege were entirely covered with houſes, 
then deſtroyed, and the people are too poor to 
rebuild them in a place where there are yet 
more houſes than are occupied: ſcarcely any 
of the publick buildings eſcaped damage at 
the ſame fiege. The univerſity is one of the 
moſt famous in Germany, and has a vaſt 
number of. ſtudents; the people at Prague 
talk of five thouſand ; what they might be 
formerly I know not, but at preſent they are 
ſhort of three thouſand. In 1409, when John 
Huſs was rector, it is a fact that there were 
thirty thouſand ſtudents here. The Jeſuits ES 
college is one of the fineſt buildings in the 
city, but it ſuffered by ſeveral unlucky can- 
non balls, and is not yet thoroughly repaired. 
The bridge, which | joins the old and the new 
town, is fifteen hundred and eighty feet long, | 
55 by thirty broad, and has ſeventeen arches, and 
FL. III. " ks as 
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is all of ſtone; it is a ſolid edifice, has no- 
thing of elegance in it; and when a traveller 
hears that it was an hundred and fifty years a 
building, he will ſuppoſe it muſt have been in 
an age extremely poor, or been undertaken 
dy a prince of little ſpirit. The fineſt edifices 
in the world are rarely thoſe which were ſo 
long in railing. St. Peter's at Rome is an in- 
ſtance againſt me, but St. Paul's at London, 

and the bridge at Weſtminſter, are ſtrong 
ones in my favour, and many more might be 
quoted. The royal palace, and the cathedral, 
are very mean buildings that contain ſcarcely 
any thing worthy of notice. What at Prague 
are much the'beſt worth ſeeing, are the pa- 
laces of the nobility; ſome of which are very 
noble — that would make a ne figure 
thei are 2 ae 9800 6 ts; with 8 ſpacious 
apartments, and very magnificent furniture. 

Thoſe of the princes Lobcowitz, and Iſchar- 
nan, and the counts Galas, Straka, Czaſlaw, 
and Manſtein, deſerve particular attention; 
they contain many apartments that are worthy 
of ſovereign princes, but the —_— of * 
good pictures is trifli ; 

Moſt of the Bohembuti nobility, wh are a 
numerous body, keep their reſidence in win- 
der at Prague, and in > aan; 2148 "Nene 

one 
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| wigs of ths" reſort to Vienna, but ſuch as 
are in office in the court, which is a very un- 
common inſtance. It is their preſence in this 
city that alone ſupports it; for without their 
reſort, and the garriſon, which is generally 
pretty numerous, the city would be a deſart; 
being utterly deſtitute of both trade and ma- 
nufactures: the univerſity does ſomething, 
but not much. All the lower claſſes here ace 
poor; the burghers are treated by the nobles 
very contemptuouſly, to a degree not com- 
mon elſewhere; if the place was ever ſo well 
ſituated for trade, or manufacture, this would 

be a ſure means of damping their progreſs. 

The 16th I left Prague, and went to N ym- 
-burg, a ſmall town twenty five miles diſtant; 
the country various, but much of it pretty 
tolerably cultivated ; rather better than the 
track to the north « Prague. The peaſants 
are treated in a wretched manner; i have 
hovels of the worſt ſort to live in, little better 
than thoſe in Weſtphalia ; being looſe ones 
laid on one another for the walls, and the cre- 
vices filled with mud, and the covering ſome 
ſtrong poles, with turf ſpread on them, and 
a hole at top in the middle is all the chimney 
that any of them have; adjoining is their 
darn, built of the ſane materials, in which 
ee Row their little corn, and keep their 
; ag 2 : cattle "I 


LOS 
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_ cattle in winter; each cottage has a few acres 


of land around it, with a cow or two, and a 
miſerable pair either of horſes, or oxen for 
ploughing their land. In general,” Sunday i is 


the only day in the week which they are al- 


lowed for cultivating this land, in order to 
raiſe proviſions for ſubſiſting on the whole 


week; but in ſeed-time and harveſt, - their 


lords indulge them with another: When I 
ſpeak therefore of the huſbandry of the coun- 
try, Ido not mean of the peaſants, nor of 


the farmers, for there is ſcarcely any ſuch 


thing, but of the nobility, and other land- 


lords, who all cultivate their own eſtates by 


means of their agents and ſtewards. The 


aſants in every reſpect reſemble nearly thoſe 


Do of Poland, than whom they are not favoured 
0 more. — V5 


4 


At firſt fight it may appear, that landlords, 


Who act upon this ſyſtem, muſt make far 
more of their eſtates, than thoſe who let them, 
in the Engliſh manner, to farmers, becauſe 
here the profit of the farmer is conſolidated 
with that of the landlord; but, from the re- 
1 peated obſervations which I have often had 


occaſion of making, I am convinced that the 


caſe is the very contrary. If any eſtate was 


only of ſuch a ſize as to form a good farm, it 
would be very true; ; but eſtates are thus cul- 


tivated 


VVV 
n whoſe extent is from twenty to 
thirty thouſand acres of cultivated land, either 
meadow, paſture, arable, ſheep-walk, or 
woods, all in ſome culture or other, and a 
vaſt track arable. To be forced to cultivate 
ſuch immenſe farms, they are obliged to have 
ſwarms of bailiffs and agents. In every place 
where a farm-houſe ſhould be, is a bailiff's 
houſe, who manages a certain track of land. 
Thus the landlord is at the monſtrous ex- 
pence of ſtocking his whole eſtate, and run- 
ning all the chances of that ſtock, and at the 
ſame time has to keep as many bailiffs as if 
they were farmers, and who all live out of the 
land before he has his clear profit, as much 
as if they were farmers; with this great diſ- 
tinction, that being merely ſervants, they 
have little intereſt in the ſucceſs of their huſ- 
bandry, and conſequently the maſter ſuffers 
all the uſual inconveniences of ſuch a ſitua- 
tion: his agents of all ſorts coſt him as much 
as farmers would make for themſelves, ſup- 
poſing them honeſt; and if they turn out 
otherwiſe, a great deal more. Thus he gets 
none of the farmers profit, at the ſame time 
that he loſes the intereſt of all the money 
employed in ſtocking, and the chances ta 
Which that ſtock is liable. From which tate 
© * the althlrs I think it is very evident, how 

| ol 3 much 
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much more beneficial it is to let out an eſtate 
to farmers, for them to find the ſtock, cul- 
tivate the land, and employ the peaſants, not 
only in mere profit of the year, but with a 
view to future improvements, which muſt 
always be conducted with far more effect by 
the people who work for their own intereſt, 
than by others who do it for a maſter, and a 
mafter perhaps who is always abſent, or, if 
preſent, who underſtands nothing of the mat- 
ter. What great improvements have been 


made in England by tenants, who enjoy the 
benefit during their leaſe, and then pay a freſh 


rent to their landlords on account of thoſe 
very improvements! In population alſo the 
prince would reap a very great benefit; for 
when men are working for themſelves, their 
induſtry wilt de very different from that of 
fervants; and in proportion to the general in- 
dnftty, muſt population be: the pealants 
would likewiſe meet with lefs delten, and 

| conſequently inereaſe more, 5 
They ſow a gobd deal of wheat in this line 

of country; but thett principal op is batley. ö 


warm vales, 0 ths foil is rich and deep: 
it is a common culture in moſt parts of Bohe- 
mia, I am told; and when the ſpot choſen 
for a hop- garden n they find it more 
profitably 
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profitably applied than for any other crop. 
Beer is a very great article of trade throughout 
the kingdom, much being exported to all the 
ſurrounding countries; this makes barley and 
hops particularly advantageous. Saffron. is 
another crop, which I ſaw now and then: they 
prefer a light, dry loam. on a ſtratum of rock 
for it; they think it very profitable; an acre 
of good ſaffron is worth about three pounds 
here. Turneps and cabbages they have in 
large quantities for the winter ſupport of 
their cattle: they prefer the latter in general: : 
I faw many crops ſomewhat advanced in 
growth, but they do not ſeem to be attentive 
to keeping them free from weeds, . | 
The 17th I reached Leutmyſſel, at the dic 
tance of forty-five miles, paſſing through two 
or three pretty towns upon the banks of the 
Elbe. This country is more beautiful than 
the preceding, and of a richer foil ; in ſome 
there are hills, but not ſo great as to be 
unprofitable land, while the vales form ſome 
very rich arable and meadow land; moſt of 
which is pretty well cultivated, under wheat, 
barley, and beans, which are much. ſown 
here: wheat yields from two, to two and an 
half quarter per acre; barley ſomething more; 
beans four quarters; they chooſe for theſe 
: 1 1 wet ſoils. They feed on their mea - 
X 4 1 
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dows large herds of cows and oxen; and keep 
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many ſheep, but do not manufacture the 


wool; moſt of it is ſold to Sileſia and Saxony, 


both of which are much more induſtrious 
countries: They work up however ſome of 


their own flax into the ſame ſort of linnens, as 


are made in Sileſia, which is an employment 
of the poor people in many of the. little 


towns in this kingdom; their earnings at this 
work are very ſmall ; a weaver in Sileſia will 
earn about three and fixpence a week; but 


in Bohemia not more than half a crown: But 


proviſions of all ſorts are very cheap in both 


theſe countries. I ſaw two or three country 
ſeats belonging to noblemen; they are all 
built in the caſtle form, with a moat round, 

and ſeem to be extremely ſpacious; a noble- 
man of great fortune in this country, has ſel- 
dom leſs than two or three hundred ſervants 
about him, when at his caſtle in the country; 
and he is an abſolute monarch upon his eſtate, 
with power over every thing but life and 
death, and the royal revenue officers. This 


kind of dominion over all the lower claſſes, 


+ flatters the yanity and pride of the great, more 


than the amount of the advantages they would 


gain by the peaſants being free; it is like the 
contraſt of abſolute authority to the limited 


1 e by? ſome kings; the latter 


2 | makes 
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| makes their people happy and rich, and might 
bave the ſame effect upon themſelves, but 
7 _ are all hunting after the former. | 
The 18th I got to Olmutz, the capital of 
| ate the diſtance forty miles; crofling the 
mountains which ſeparate the two countries, 
theſe: are not very lofty, nor craggy, but they 
fill a track of country, of ſeveral miles broad; 
they exhibit a. wild territory; but little of 
which is cultivated: The peaſants that in- 
habit theſe hills, are a rough intractable ſet 
of men, that will not ſubmit to the oppreſ- 
ſiions under which their brethren of the plains 
' groan ; they have been often in rebellion, not 
againſt the ſovereign, but the lords to whom 
they are vaſſals; they are in many reſpects 
treated much better; and their houſes and 
little farms make a much better appearance; 
they have more and better cattle; ſome of 
them are in poſſeſſion of ſmall pieces of land 
which they have | purchaſed, and all are ex- 
tremely tenacious of this kind of propertyz - 
they do not work for their maſters more than 
three days in a week, It is always to be re- 
marked, that the gradations of freedom are 
_ eyex to be found in mountainous countries; in 
general ſuch are free; but even under abſo- 
lute monarchs they enjoy more liberty, than 
8 _— W of the fame reinen who inhabit 


7 ES plain 


—— — 
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| Plain countries: To live in hilly countries, 
requires more activity and vigour of body; the 


very moving from one place to another is la- 
borious, the cold and bluſtering climates 
found in them, contribute to bracing up the 
human body, and to make it hardy. It is 
the ſame effect as is ſeen in cold climates, 
compared with hot ones, in whatever parts 
of the world they may be found. Aſter the 
mountains are paſſed that ſeparate the two 


countries, I went through a great extent of 


_ foreſt, and marth land, very little of which 
is cultivated ; and not much of it would pay 
for culture, unleſs the et in general was 
richer than it is. 

Olmutz is a ſmall but very ark built 155 


prexily ſituated on the little river Moravia, 


It is a ſtrong place both by nature and art; 
fo that the King of Pruſſia, when he made the 
famous irruption into Moravia, and laid fiege 
to it, did not feem to have had good intelli- 
gence of the ſtate of the town, or the garriſon, 
The ftreets are regular and well paved, and 
there are many good - houſes in it; the only 
publick buildings of any note, are the Jeſuits 
college, the biſhop's palace, and the town- 
houſe; the market place is furrounded by ſeveral 
well built houſes. It is an agreeable town, 
e che * ſeem to be a very ſociable 


people, 
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people, with more activity and induſtry, than 


is to be found among the Bohemians. Pro- 


viſions are very cheap here: I lived at the 


Emmpreſs 8 Arms inn, two days, upon Ex 


| ceeding good. fiſh and fowl, and good Hunga- 


Tian wine, and when J paid my reckoning, I 


found that ſix ſhillings went to the full, as far 
as a guinea in England. Beef is only three 


half pence a pound; mutton is ſometimes ſold 


at a penny; and a fat en is to be Waein . 


for fourteen pence. 


"The 21{t I left Olmutz, and Sensei to 

Brinn, the diſtance thirty miles, through 
a much more fertile country than north of 
Olmutz; it is better peopled, and much 


more of it cultivated: They do not ſow much 


wheat here, but a great deal of rye, barley, 


peaſe, and beans; and the crops in general, 
carried -a good appearance ; they keep great 
herds of cattle, feeding them in winter on 


cabbages, turneps, - and ftraw ; all the latter, | 
which they give to their cattle, they cut al- 


moſt as ſmall as chaff, with an engine made 


on purpoſe very different from the chaff-cut- 
ter uſed in England. They chop the turneps, 


or eabbages into ſmall pieces, and give them 


with chopt ſtraw, and find that they go much 
2 1 and nouriſh the cattle much bet- 


—— 


2 of any thing of this ſort 


N 


| 
| 
} 
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being practiſed in England ; yet I ſhould ap- 
prehend that it could not fail of anſwering 


extremely; it is certainly much. worth the 
trial. They have vaſt herds of ſwine, which 
find their own ſubſiſtance in woods, and 


ſwampy grounds for moſt part of the year. 


They fatten them on beans, peaſe, and po- 


tatoes, which they cultivate on purpoſe: ſell- 


ing great. quantities of bacon to Vienna, &c. 


Brinn is well ſituated on the confluence of 
two rivers, and is reckoned the ſtrongeſt place 


in Moravia; it has a caſtle that is very ſtrong ; 


_ the. Auſtrians have - uſually. a good garriſon 


here; ſeveral new fortificationshave been ad- 
ded both to this place, and to Olmutz ſince 
the laſt war, which I ſuppoſe were occaſioned 


by the King of Pruflia's bold march into this 


country, which alarmed them exceſſively at 
Vienna. There are about ſix thouſand inha- 
bitants in Binn; the ſtreets are narrow and 
crooked, but many of the houſes. very well 


built, and ſame! of the publick edifices make 


a tolerable appearance, particularly the Jeſuits 


college, and i churches of oh een and 


St. Thomas.  Þ 
The 22d; 1 ds Talia a little town 
thirty miles from Brinn; the country between 


them is better than the preceding; has leſs 
1 vaſte hana fewer foreſts * marſhes; and 


* the 


* 


« 2 - : 
— 3 4. DOG 


LETS os = ene : 
_ "Re 0 1 I a FR - 4; 


6 © N 4A N . -, mg 
5 the arable land beyond compariſon better cul- 
tivated. This is in a great meaſure owing to 
the attention given to huſbandry-improve- 
ments by the court of Vienna. They were 
at the expence ſome years ago, of bringing ſe- 
veral Flemiſh farmers from the country, be- 
tween Oſtend and Bruges; three of them were 
| ſettled in this country, being ſupplied with all 
ſorts of implements, cattle; houſes, | land, 
&c. by the Empreſs Queen, and fixed upon 
ſome waſte, but very fertile lands belonging 
to the crown. They have had a large ſucceſ- 
fion of Moravian peaſants, regularly work- 
ing under them, in order to be inſtructed in 
the Flemiſh huſbandry ; who being diſcharged 
when freſh ones are taken, have much ſpread 
ſeveral excellent cuſtoms, and will in all pro- 
bability, much improve the agriculture of the 
greateſt part of the province. The effect has 
already been very conſiderable ; for though 
"theſe. Flemings do not occupy a thouſand 
actes of land in all, yet their methods already 
| ſpread over a country near fifteen miles long; 
all the huſbandry of which is by their means 
much improved. They have introduced clo- 
ver here, which turns out one of the moſt 
| beneficial crops that can be ſown ; they have 
alſo made this culture of clover a preparation 
for wheat, ſo that they have almoſt entirely 
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baniſhed the cuſtom of fallowing for w hea | 
+ which was the common method in Motayki 

 Spurry they alſo brought with them, with 
which-they feed cows. To them likewiſe the 
Moravians are indebted for a much more ſy- 
ſtematie management of manure, than what 
they formerly followed: They form compoſts 


of dung, rotten vegetables, vaſt quantities of 3 


leaves, ſwept up on purpoſe in the open 
foreſts, turf, aſhes, and other materials; which 
they mix together ſeveral times, and ſpread 
upon their clover fields and on their cabbage 
grounds: They have alſo made them abun- 
dantly more atrentive in keeping all their crops 
clear from wreds and in good order, by hoe- 
ing and weeding; all the cabbages I ſaw in 
this diſtrict, which has been profited thus 
from the example of the Flemings, were in 
very fine order, both in reſpect to eee 
ſoil, and a clearneſs from weeds. 1 
Fn ſaw the caſtle of baron Sulit, who had 
extremely attentive in ſpreading this 
— — huſbandry. He reſides con- 
# cork on his eſtate, and makes agriculture 
not only his buſineſs, but alſo his amuſement: 
Immediately on their exhibiting a culture, ſu- 
perior to the old management of the Mora- 
vians, he followed it with ſo much intelli- 
e and ſpirit, that he has advanced the va- 
| | lue 
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lue of his eſtate eſtate conſiderably : | He Gs 
| preſently into all their views, and introduced 
the beſt huſbandry of the Auſtrian provinces 
upon his own lands. Falling into diſeourſe 
on the road with one of his bailiffs, he point - 
ed out to me ſeveral large tracks of. land, 
which not long ago were entirely waſte, but 
are now by this worthy nobleman's atten- 
tion, better cultivated than moſt of the pro- 
vince. He has introduced various new branch; 
es of huſbandry, which anſwer better than 
common crops; among theſe, hops and ſaf- 
fron he brought from Bohemia; madder from 
Sileſia ; and he'raiſes both hemp and flax in 
large quantities: All theſe crops he is fe- 
markably attentive to, and gives them ſuch 
uncommon fair play, that his firſttrials, con- 
trary to what is generally met with, turned 
out greatly ſucceſsful, from whence he has 
been induced to continue them ever ſince, and 
greatly to enlarge all his plantations of them, 
by which, and various other means, he has 
een bie! revenues in a TY man- 
WW 
«oF is owners of Sink 3 ana in 
. countries, have all ſuch an opportunity 
0 increaſing their income; and it is very 
amazing they do not oftener take advantage of 
jt. If, like the nobleman here mentioned, 
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+ hey would reſide upon their eſtates, inſteack 


28 of ſpending all their time in the capital, | 


_ Kquaridering their revenues in a gulf of luxury, 
the meaſure of which is never full, and 
which cannot fail of impoveriſhing them, and 
bringing them into the moſt flaviſh depen- 
: dence upon the will of the court; if they 
would act thus, they would find money flow 
into their coffers in a far greater abundance 
than they can ever hope to receive from the 


- ſmiles of miniſters; at the ſame time that 


they would reſide where a ſhilling goes as far 
as a pound. In the profuſion of a capital, the 
greateſt eſtates are ſpent without making any 


- unuſual figure; but in the country, half the 


income would enable them to build and fur- 
niſnh coftly palaces, and raiſe whole cities 


around them to be witneſſes of their ſplendor. 
have, in the courſe of my travels, met 
with ſeveral inſtances, which fhew, in the 
cleareſt light, the enjoyment and undoubted 


2 happineſs which this kind of life confers, 


even upon noblemen, whoſe rank and revenue 
would allow them all the amuſements of any 


metropolis. It is a moſt happy thing to any 


country, when a ſovereign gives all the en- 
couragement in his power to promote this 
rural attention in nobles, which cannot fail 
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of turning out bighly hog to is whole . 


community. 


The 23d 1 * to Solid hich, is e | 


and-twenty miles from Laba, through -a 
country that is very unequal, part of it being 


very rich, populous, and well cultivated, and | 


much of it hilly, wild, and to appearance 


barren. In the cultivated' tracks are many 


noblemen's ſeats ; and the huſbandry around 
them is viſibly much better than elſewhere, 
which'i is owing: to their drawing the peaſants, 


as it were, into a ſtring around them. They 
plant great quantities of ſaffron, which they 


teckon the moſt profitable crop they have: 


they have alſo plenty of good crops of wheat 


and barley; and their extenſive meadows and 


paſtures: feed large herds of cattle; Which 


from the neighbourhood of Vienna turn to 


very good account. I faw ſeveral» crops of 
the turnep cabbage for cattle. But huſbandry 
ſuffers much in all this country; and indeed 
through moſt parts of Germany, for want of 


incloſures: they might eaſily make them, 
and at a ſmall expence, but neglect the wo 

entirely, which muſt be for want of fully un- 
derſtänding the advantages of them: Indeed, 
labour is of ſo little value, that every ſort of 


cattle . a keeper with _— 7 n | 
"Vo. III. e 269 ee _ 
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5 herd is ever ſo ſmall, —”_ corn a {affron 


often ſufferCWC/ £228 1 


Vienna is ſituated on thei as fide 5 the 
Doniabs,: but has not the advantage of that 


great river running through it; for it ſtands 


on a ſmall branch of it, there being ſeveral 


iflands formed here, by the river dividing. it- 


felf. If the ſuburbs are included, it is a very 
large city, but within the walls and fortifica- 
tions it is only three miles in eircumference. 


It is regularly fortified; but has ſo few out- 
works, as to beta place of ſmall ſtrength, and 


only defended by a ſmall army. At the ſiege 
in 1683, the Turks ſhewed themſelves to 

de extremely ignorant in the art of -conduct- 
ing ſuch an enterprize; and theit engineers 


were miſerable ones, elſe they: might have 


taken the city ſome time before the King of 


Poland raiſed: the ſiege ; and had that event 


happened; Hungary had'\now been i in poſſeſ- 

bes the Ottoman s l 
Vienna within the Walls makes moſt ine- 

1 appearance, from the narrowneſs of the 


ſtreets. I am one wh would not give fix- 
pence for a fine building, iß there is not a 


ſufficient area to view it-fromb:.1The:Englith 


boaſt of the church of St. Paul's at London; 


and will ſometimes afſert it equal to St. Peters 


at Rome; 2 if it were doubly finer, I hould 
prefer 


GERMAN Y. + In 
prefer St Peter's, from the opportunity one has 
of viewing it; and the area around a great 
building, ought to be ſo much eſteemed a 
part of it, as to be criticiſed with it ; and the 
architect's abilities called in queſtion for faults 
in it, as much as if he blundered in the pro- 
portion of the cupola. Thus in Vienna, there 
are many palaces (of which I had read and 
heard much,) in ſtreets as narrow as old Briſ- 
tol; and at the ſame time all the houſes | are 
_ bye, ſix, ſeven, and ſome of them eight ſto- 
ries high; and it is ſaid, they have almoſt as 
many ſtories of cellars under ground, . as of 
floors above. Formerly all the windows were 
grated with iron bars like priſons, from the 
ſtreet to the upper floor, and vaſt numbers of 
houſes are ſo now, but I ſee it is left off in 
the principal palaces. 

The imperial palace is 4 pe es that will 
anſwer to none that ſees it; it confiſth of ſeve- 
ral courts, ſurrounded with, irregular build- 
ings ; though, notwithſtanding ſome late ad- 
ditions; it makes but a very mean appearance; 
the apartments are neither ſpacious, nor fur- 
niſhed in the manner one would expect, for a 
court long famed as one of the moſt expenſive 
in Burope. The library is ſuppoſed to rank 
. the firſt in pu ad the number of 
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volumes are not leſs than ninety. thouſand ; 
"and the collection of manuſcripts, ſuppoſed to 
be extremely valuable. I was ſhewn ſeveral 
great curioſities, but upon theſe occaſions 
there never is time allowed for any uſeful ex- 
amination, and if there were, it would ſignify | 
little to the unlearned in the oriental tongues, 
in which the moſt valuable manuſcripts are 
Witten. 

Many of the palaces 'of the nobility, are 
moſt magnificent ſtructures; that of the great 
Eugene with his famous library and collec- 
tions 1: had moſt pleaſure in viewing; the 
Mansfield palace, and that of count Daun, 
are alſo great edifices, with ſeveral others, ia 


{} 


which the painting, gilding, carving, and 


farhiture are as rich as poſſible. 3 

The univerſity of Vienna, is very famous in 
Germany and Hungary; the number of ſtu- 
dents is conſiderable, and they have good ac- 
commodations for thoſe. of fortane, and any 


| valuable privileges. — 


There is not ned worth feng in the 


churches of Vienna; the cathedral i is the prin- 
*cipal, and it is alarge building; but nothing i is 


uncommon, in: it bat the heighth of its ſpi Ire, 


which, fince Straſburg, i is become French, is 


the higheſt in the empire. The Telit 


A 


. church! is a fine building; ; and the convents of 


Carmelites, 


} 
4 
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Carmelites, Franciſcans, Benedictines, and 
Auſtin Friars, are viſited by thoſe who take 
any delight in viewing theſe ſort of buildings; 
for my part, I have an averſion at ſeeing ſuch 
uſelefs edifices filled with tribes of pernicious 
orders of lazy prieſts, who do nothing to gain 
their livelihood, but are maintained by che 
induſtry of every body elſe: It is amazing, 
that Roman catholick ie do not find out 
that every monk in their dominions might be 
1 ſoldier, without the country ſuffering a 
whit the more: and in many caſes the ſol- 
dier would pay well for his maintenance; but 
as to the monk, he is ſubſiſted in the moſt 
unuſeful of all ſpecies of idleneſs. But there 

are other inſtances of the catholick piety of 
Vienna, beſides her monks and nuns; in one 
of the ſquares, is a very large and coſtly ſta- 
tue of the Trinity,” repreſenting the Deity 
claſping Chriſt in his arms, and the Holy 
Ghoſt hovering over them. This was erected 
by the Emperor Leopold, inſtead of an eque- 
ſtrian ſtatue, which in other cities would 
have been erected to the ſovereign. To this 
famous piece of folly, all the Roman catho- 
licks bow as they paſs. Religious prejudices 
- ſhould certainly be laid afide by all travellers; | 
but is it poſſible for a man of ſenſe not to r 
3 1 3885 that education has not enſlaved him to 
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an obſervance of, or veneration for ſuch mum- 


mery? In many inſtances, religion makes Ro- 
man catholick countries amel * 


able to travel through. 


| T brought ſeveral letters of recommendation 


to Vienna, to perſons” from whoſe converſa- 


tion, I expected ſome valuable information 
concerning the general ſtate of all the Au- 
ſtrian dominions at preſent, in reſpect of a- 
griculture, manofactures, commerce, reven- 
ves, and military power; but I was ſtrangely 
diſappointed: there is a haughty reſerve in 
every man of the leaſt conſequence here, 
which not only precludes any information of 
this ſort ; but at the ſame time' renders a re- 
ſidence in any but a publick character very diſ- 
agreeable at Vienna. But after all my letters 


had failed; that is, introduced me only to 


people who thought that I had no buſineſs 


with any thing but cating, drinking, going 
10 court, and playing at cards, a life by no 


means agreeable to me; after this 1 fell acci- 
dentally into company with a field- officer in 


their ſervice, a native of Milan: this gentle- 
man was extremely communicative, very ſen- 
 fible, and had travelled often througli moſt of 


the dominions of the Empreſs Queen! He 
gave me a very rational, and candid account 


; of OR" as. TPO by his manner, and 


the 


GE MAN TT 7 > map 
cham e. I. had , afterwards. from 
ſeveral perſons. in other Lal of Europe. To 
agriculture. this. gentleman h had not at all at- 
tended ; he could give me no more mA 
of its general ſtate in the countries h he cad be 
in, than vith,they of the moon, © I 
from him N that © the + main uf 155 
which have latel v, been "eſtablithe ed i in Hunz 
gary, flouriſh, very AY 55 15 El 


pre Queen, 
and her her,, miniſters, | e 45 1 Eager” do 
cloath. er. trqops witl ver ſu bject ects tnanufae- 
tures.;.1inſtcad, of. felling Eff their veel ünma⸗ 
nufactured, " Hungary; as, well as Auftria, 
Bohemia, ang .N muy feed , many. ſheep, 
eſpecially Hungary... a great part of \ which 3 is 
a continued and fertile cheep- walk. Gra 
numbers, of ens, | have," been, let to 
work. upon this wool ; and weavers, . ip ib 
ners, reelers, . Sc, e from Flande 8. 
| to teach the g natives fo w Links it; And maby © of 
em have Kragen y. 7 5 1 Tearning ; *'fo 
that phy hg woollen re made to the 
| amen near p 42 houſand pounds | 
a year, . hich, is, very great ching in Hun- 
gary where, be for theſe « Krertions, were 
no manufaQures. at a The are "eſtabliſhed 


. 


in maſt of the 6 ee wns of that king 
| dom; an and if if ena are, brought, to employ . 

_ r 10 em, vho \ have no other em- 

| T4 | ploy ment, 
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ployment, it will be an immenſe acquiſition, 
and fave the export of very great ſums of mo- 
' ney. As to trade, the inland ſituation of the 
Auſtrian dominions, is ſuch: as allows of very 
little foreign commerce. Attempts were made 
at Trieſt, but they were ſo languid, and ſuf- 
fered ſuch interruptions during the war, that 
the commerce of the port ĩs yet nothing that 
deſerves mention; notwithſtanding that an 
active prince, liberal in uſeful expence, and 
attentiye to ſuch improvements, might have 
made Trieſt the ſeat of a conſiderable com- 
merce; but 4 hoſe PIT an have been 
B 8 . $3 vr 0 5 
The revenues of 1 daes of the houſe 
of Auſtria, are conſiderable; the following 
account of them was given to this gentleman, 
by a perſon who had many a re of 


. Well e e r v 

10 7 & JESS 4 . 
e M * 790,000 
| Moravia Feng 8 — 190, ooo 
Hungary / —ʃ 400,000 
Auſtria ; a ae 
/Tranfilvania © — _ Ke Fo, ooo 
Sclavonia and Croatia . 100, o | 


Stria, Curinthia, and Carniola — 200,000 
Tyroll, Brixen, Trent e 
The countries of Swabia — . 20, oo 


The 
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The Netherlands — 1 co, ooo 
Milan, and Mantua ——_— 400,000 
e rae —, 000: 


What degree of accuracy there is in this 
table; I am not able to aſcertain, but from 
the information I have received from other 
hands, I believe the total to be near the truth: 
but Tuſcany muſt not be reckoned : the com- 
mon idea at Vienna coincides with theſe. par- 
ticulars; which makes the Imperial. revenge 
near three millions: though there are ſome 
ſanguine politicians, who inſiſt on it's amount - 
ing to five; but that is much exaggerated. 
The revenues of all theſe countries might be 
very much improved; nobody doubts but a 
better ſyſtem of taxation, and a more œcono- 
mical collection would raiſe five millions, with 
very near as much eaſe to the people as three 
at preſent; but the lower claſſes of the people 
throughout moſt of theſe dominions are mi- 
ſerably fleeced, and pillaged, while the no- 
bility eſcape with paying a much leſs propor- 
tion than they ought. The Netherlands might 
in particular yield a'very conſiderable revenue, 
end prove the fineſt and moſt profitable pro- 


vinces 
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vinces belonging to the houſe of Auſtria ; but 
in order to that, great changes ſhould be made 
in the conſtitutions of the eities; manufac- 
tures ſhould receive encouragement, and com- 
merce be re-eſtabliſhed in the ports; all which 
might be eaſily done, and the revenues of the 
overeign become wonderfully improved; 
whereas at 8 they yield no more 
than might be expected if they were fi- 
tuated no better: than Auſtria, or Moravia, 
inſtead of being the fineſt ſpot in Europe, in 
every reſpect; and inhabited by a people na- 
turally as induſtrious as any in the world. 
Flanders, fince the Dutch were maſters: of the 
navigation of Antwerp has wanted a port; 
but Offend, for an hundred thouſand pounds, 
might be made as good a one as 2 in * 
for merchantmen. 
The many improvements, which have been 
| talked of by the court of Vienna for the here- 
ditary dominions, in agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce, were they put in execution, 
would at the ſame time much improve the re- 
venue, and in a manner free the country of 
thoſe evils, which uſually flow from increaſ-— 
ing the publick income of a crown. But 
there is a dilatorineſs and a languor 1 in every 
thing tranſacted at this court, even in its own 
7 intricate concerns, (hat damp the ſpirit 
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of all improvement, ſo that any object of this 
ſort, upon a moderate computation, will be 
talked of half a century, before it is executed; 
this was the caſe with the eſtabliſhment of 


the woollen manufacture in Hungary, and with 


36 


every thing elſe: ſo that it is not thought the 

Auſtrian revenues, however they would admit 
of it, will for a long time be put upon a bettet 
footing than they ate, or have any other im» 
provements than what reſults: from oppreſſing 
the lower claſſes of the people fill more: than 
vrhich no meaſute can give a greater ſtab to 
all general national improvements. Was the 


King of Pruflia poſſeſſed: of the Auſtrian do- 


minions in exchange for his own, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee them make a very different appeare 
ance:; he would raiſe much greater revenues, 


with far greater eaſe to the people: and would 


tbrow . ſuch a vigour into all the tranſactions 


8 is the revenue that pays and ſupports the army, 


which the poſſeſſion of Flanders, and the Ita- 
lian dominions wquld introduce him to, that 


the importance of them would ſpeedily appear 


in a very different light from what As at 
| preſent... 3-5 8661 951 "FSC 111 i i 


Abe great object of attention at Vienna, is 
the army this is ſo far reprehenſible in poli- 
ticks, as it encreaſes the neceſſity of laying a 
foundation previous to every ſuperſtructure: ĩt 


and 


1 ks 
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and all increaſe of the latter muſt depend on 


a foregoing increaſe of the former: to raiſe 


a great revenue is much more eſſential, than 


to raiſe a great army; but the ſoldiers have a 
peculiar faculty of ſwallowing up a revenue, 
they have: none at creating it. That prince 


therefore, who would be truly formidable, 
| ſhould attend to the proſperity of his income, 


before 80 een un S eg EY his 


: troops. 
nn The following are the ies of the 


preſent ſtanding forces of the houſe of Auſtria. 
Linſert them on the ſame authority as the a- 
bove paper of the revenue; believing from 
other information which I have received, that 


it is near the truth; though I ſhould remark, 
that all liſts of armies ate apt to exceed the | 
OI Serra beneath it. . 


Dane pb banal 7 Dd 23,846 


Curiaſſees ??? — __ 16,000 
Huſſars, and Croats — 14,640 
Hunters | | | a—_—_ 5 35 — : 6, 300 
Free troops —— — — 38? 000 
Infantry / ' = xx — 164,386 
_— ee — 28.800 
ra e eee 
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Thewhole army, whatever the total; may be, 
is certainly in excellent order; erregte | 
full, and well officered, their cloathing regularly 
delivered, their: arms much better than ever; the 
artillery \ very numerous; and no expenee has been 
ſpared in forming engineers; the magazines of 
ammunition and all forts of military ſtores, full, 
and in good order: theſe attentions have occu- 
pied the court ever fince the peace, and they 
have been indefatigable inthem. Now, thatall 
; theſe particulars are compleated, they are em- 
5 5 in repairing all the fortifications in 
Bohemia, Moravia, Auſtria, Hungary, and | 
Tranfilvania; new ones are in ſome places 
erecting. and many old ones greatly improved; * 
this is a work of immenſe Expence, and con- 
ſequently it goes on ſlowly. Tn every one of 
theſe particulars, the Auſtrians ſtrength is 
greater than at the breaking oat of the laſt 
war. I before remarked, that the caſt was 
the ſame with the King of Pruſſia. Theſe 
potentates are certainly jealous of each other; 
but I b:lieve in no reſpect that threatens a freſh 
war: but the ſtate of affairs in other parts, 
makes it neceſſary for them to be er 
armed. The aſpect of affairs in Pruſſia and 
Poland, fills the houſe of Auſtria with unea- 
ſineſs; gang although Pruſſia eſpouſes in her 
man ifeſto che ſame cauſe in Poliſh . 
E 
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the Ruſſian Empreſs, ill it can only be, be- 


| Cauſe the power of that empire is too great for 
him to break with. : Moſt, certainly the in- 


creaſe of the formidableneſs of Ruſſia, ought 
in good politicks to fill both Pruſſia, and Au- 
ri with the deepeſt jealouſy ; future alliances 
with it, in caſe of a new war in Germany, muſt 
be very uncertain ;{ and againſt whoever ſhe 
declares, her weight will probably fall too 
heavy to be reſiſted. The oppo rtunity of the 
war between the Ruſſians and Turks, has ge- 
nerally been taken by the Auſtrians for attack- 
ing the Porte: ſuch ' a' meaſure now would 
inſure the reſtoration of Belgrade and Sefvia, 


and perhaps yet greater” advantages ; but 


not making uſe of it, may be owing to two 


reaſons: firſt,” in return for the Turks not 


playing the ſame game when the "Empreſs 
Queen was at war with Pruſſia; and ſecondly, 
becauſe ſueh a conduct ould give greater ad- | 
vantages to the arms of Fünen ede d houſe 
nes wiſhes to ſhe.) ov 21008 Sf n Sabin 
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CHAPTER x. 


| Journey from Vienna through Auftria—Deſeris- 
tion of the OO EO OO, 
- Revenues and forces. — cet HI 


ULY iſt, I left Ving, Fe that aa tra- 
J velled forty miles to St. Poltu, through o 
very various country. Near Vienna, it is very 
gay, being lightly adorned with villas, which 
bare extenſive. gardens, and planted groyes 
about them, but all in a miſerable taſte. 1 
ſtopped to view one pretty near the road, which 
the poſtilions told me belonged to a great no- 
bleman at court; a deſcription of the ground 
before the houſe will give a tolerable idea of 
the taſte moſt preyalent here in ornamenting 
their country ſeats. A A canal with a ſmall 
bridge over it inbthe ene parted the area 
before the boulg from the toad; from the 
bridge to the KR door as about a hundred 
yards; „ broad ſtone-way led from one to 
the other ; on each fide ranged in exact order 
a ſtatue, an urn, and a croſs interchangeably ; 
theſe were on a flip of graſs: on the other 
fide two carials nicely laid out, ike the former, 
by rule, and at each corner of the three, a 
meet. 1 10 18 on euch fide was: formed 


y 
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into a graſs- plot, ſurrounded by a parterre of 
flowers, and in the center of each plot, a ſmall 
fountain. From theſe particulars of the ap- 
proach to a rural villa, all unſeen may be very 
exactly gueſſed; and it evidently appears that 
the Auſtrians are at leaſt one hundred years be- 
bind us in the art of gardening. It is the ſame 
with the F rench, and all the other nations of 
Europe. In ſome gardens I was ſhewn when 
in Italy, before I was told that they were ex- 


ecuted i in imitation of nature, upon the plan 


of my countryman Brown, whoſe fame had 


| reached there; and it is not eaſy to be con- 


ceived how ridiculous every thing was; the 


leaſt. deviations from line and compaſs work, 
amidſt a great deal of it, were eſtcemed exerti- 


ons. in the art of i imitating nature. A more 


tidiculous jumble was never ſeen; much worſe 
than thoſe made purely artificial. 


Ornamenting a piece of ground, i inthe manner 


| 5 our great gardener, and in the taſte yet ſupe- 


rior, in which ſome private gentlemen i in Eng- 
land have laid out their grounds, 1 is an art that 


requires, genius, and more attention than will 


ever be given to it, in countries where they 
reſide ten months out of the twelve in the ca- 
pital, and very many, the other two alſo: 


where this is the caſe, the expence will not be 


ſpared, which we ſee in every thing that re- 
7 @ | lates 


% 
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latest to the country; no articls a about a nobler 


| ag: while he reſides in the ate in Eng- 3: 


£4 4 wa 


FE IE. 2 


wealth is oy ono py. own ie hes 
and their town refidenge z it is bot d crefore to 


be wondered at any more, that the Engliff liſh 


have not ſuch fine palaces in London as that 
the F rench and Italians have not lach 2 
country ſeats... 5 AID I ADE dt £3 


\ Theſe, forty miles l 18 = not exhi Sean ag 8 l 


culture that, is very 1 yet the coun- 


N try is not much in want of people, for the 


towns. and villages. are thick, The ſoil iS in N 
good; but they do not ſeem to. 


eneral Vi 1 
8 any ideas of cultivatinz lit with neatneſs; 
wild  {hrubbery grounds ate ſuffered to Th 

into the corn, in ras ggeck borders, and ſm 
matt ſpo Pos Where Fa Plovgh, upon. Account 
i 


f ſome 
135 covered with wats,” to blow all over their 
{allows they have no idea of Cleaning ſuch 


ſpots by Po 25125 prevention, apd, ſugh numbers | 


of ther ſaw in this day s Journey, woul, 


they reckon. A profitable culture, an acre Field 
ing a 123 fu about three pounds, it the | 
_crop is 7 There are IVY, vin xcyard 


Vor. III. = "ue 


— 


lock, or hole, does 'Dot 89 , are 


| not be. met with. in half 40 Engliſh « county. _ 
| They ſow. large quantities of faffron,. pe | 
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but the wine ſells ſo badly, that they aſſured me, 
corn and ſaffron ſtand in general much bet- 
ter z and they do not confine ed vines. s.to tracks 
improper for ploughing. 

Wheat, barley, rye, 1 ——9 nd. OR are 
commonly cultivated, but no oats; the crops 
are but midling. Turneps, turnep cabbages, cab- 
bages, and potatoes, are cultivated in large quan- 
tities; the former for cattle, and the potatoes for 
fattening bogs, for which they boil them. They 
have large herds of ſwine, which feed all ſummer 
long in the woods, many of which are exten- 
five. Horned cattle arealſo very plentiful here, 
and as they houſe them in the winter, they 
raiſe large quantities of dung, which ought to 
enſure à much better huſbandry than theirs. 
1 paſſed a ſmall farm, near St. Poltu, that was 
9 5 out of a waſte, and to appearance a barren 
.common, on the fide of a large hill; diſpoſed | 
Into ten fields by beautiful quick hedges, which 
put me in mind of the beſt cultivated part of 
England : the incloſures riſing one above ano- 
ther, on the ſide of the hill, were ſeen di- 
ſtinctiy from the road; they were covered with 
various crops, which appeared much ſuperior 
to thoſe of the cultivated parts of the country 
J had paſſed; the houſe was ſmall, but ex- 
tremely neat. As ſoon as I had looked at- 
tentively at this very agrecable light, I was go- 
ts: | 8 ing 
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ing to male up to it; but recollecting that I 
ſhould be in the dark, I determined to go on to 
the ſtage, and come next morning to view that 
*. which TTY a creation i in x the: _— op 
291 accordingly — 51 intention i in executibny 
thi morning of the 2d, and returned about 
three miles to the place, and aſleing for the 


maſter of it, he appeared immediately; a fine 
tall open countenanced ſoldier, in an old ſuit 


of regimentals. I deſired to ſee his farm, up- 
on which he very readily: walked with me into 
it. I went through all the ten ineloſures; the 
hedges were regularly planted, and had each of 
them a ditch; the gates were all in good or- 
der, and every thing carried an en e ye 
neatneſs, moſt uncommon in Germany. He 
three meadows, each of them watered! by 

4 mall bach be had brouglit from the hill 
above his farm it filled a little po for wa- 
1 and might. be conducted at 
p the proper ſeaſon, overall parts of 
the fields for manuting tham Which he prac- 
tiſes in winter and ſptingꝭ He had oa field of 
wheat, another of barley, yd / of- lever, and 
three of turneps and cabbages; dd chis fields 
were all much of the ſame ſize, being each 
about ſix Engliſh acres. Turneps and cab- 
5 onchis fallow for cleaning the 

. = © | . > 
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land; ſucceededthem with barley, and then took 
' Clover, upon which he ſows his wheat. This 
huſbandry, which nearly reſembles the beſt of 
Flanders, ſurprized me in the midſt of Auſtria, 
where nothing of the kind is to be found. He 
keeps a dairy of cows; a ſmall flock of ſheep 
on the neighbouring waſte, ; and oxen for 
| ploughiog and. carting. he houſes all his cat- 
tle in winter; his ſheep every night in ſheep 
houſes; and litters every thing well with fern, 
which he cuts upon the waſte. He is ex- 
tremely attentive to raiſing large quantities of 
dung, which he manages by keeping as many 
cattle as he poſſibly can, and by mixing turf, 
and virgin earth with his dung as the cattle 
make it all winter long; by this means be is 
enabled to manure three fields, or eighteen acres 
very richly every year; but what gives a virtue 
to his dunghill, ſuperior to any thing. elſe is his 
bringing all the human ordure away from the 
little town of Poltu, for which, ſome of the in- 
habitants ignorant of its value, give a trifle | 
for taking it away he is at the expence of 
cleaning all the neceſſaries there, and of cart- 
ing it to his farm; he mixes it up with his 
dung and virgin earth, and affures me that it 
forms the richeſt compoſt in the world 3. all 
the manure he raiſes in this manner, being ap- 
21 to his * and 3 grounds, he 
Ene! N gets 
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2 prodigious crops of thoſe vegetables; and 

remarked that they were kept perfectly free 
from weeds by hoeing : his cabbages are all 
planted in regular rows on ridges, and the 
ſpaces between the rows ploughed ſeveral 
times while growing, as well to kill the weeds 
as to keep the land in good tillage, all which 
appeared to me to be an excellent ſyſtem. 
His crops of wheat yield four quarters an 
acre ; his barley five, his cloyer gives four tons 
of hay at two mowings; and his turneps and 
cabbages maintain a vaſt flock : an acre of the 


former he reckons ſufficient to winter-feed two 
oxen or cows; one of cabbages will winter 


three or four; but the expences of them are 
higher. All theſe crops I ſuppoſe are equal 
to the beſt cultivated parts of England. 
Upon returning to his houſe he gave me 
his hiſtory. He was a corporal i in a regiment 
of foot, quattered, during ſix years; in Flanders, 
and Brabant, where, as he had always A ſtrong 
bent towards huſbandry, he remarked very 
minutely their practices, and often worked in 
the fields for Flemiſh farmers. Upon the war 
breaking out with the king of Pruſſia, he was 
early in that ſervice, and made a ſerjeant, in 
which capacity he behaved ſo much to Mar- 
"thal Daun's ſatisfaRion at the battle of Hock- 
chirken, in fight of him, that he gave him pro- 
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miſes upon the ſpot, of promotion; but theſe 
ere not thought of afterwards, till being re- 
preſented by another perſon to the Empreſs 
Queen, and allowed by count Daun, ſhe 
perſonally aſked him in the preſence of the 
whole court, if he had any particular requeſt 
to make: "upon which he aſked his diſcharge, 
and a piece of this waſte to cultivate, being 
born in the pariſh. It was granted at once; 
and further, his ſovereigh built him the 
Houſe and offices ditectly, and gave him an 

Hundred pounds to ſtock the farm with. 
With this ſmall begintiing he went to work 
5 directly, and in nine years has raiſed: every 
thing to the ſtate T faw. His induſtry is un- 
bounded: though A ' coritifived 8 08 at- 


1 


75 of money, 72 he continues to ed with 
the fame. fe verity as ever, and does much the 
greatel ſt-part of all the buſineſs of his farm with 
his own hands ; he has a ſon about twenty- 
five who executes the reſt. The Emprefs has 
been twice to ſee him, and expreſſed the high- 
eſt approbation of his conduct, and made bim 
1 handſome preſent. His Wechalld have been 
put in execution under his own direction up- 
on the eſtates of two noblemen i in the neigh- 
bourhood, and with 8 ſucceſs; ſo that this 


"worthy 
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a ſoldier; is like to be of more benefit to 
his country than half a dozen generals; and 
ſhews that nothing is of more importance 
than to eſtabliſh ſuch examples as theſe in va- 
rious parts of a dominion: for although. they 
may ſpread ſlowly, yet they certainly will 
ſpread, and that they cannot do wignout being 
of very great public benefit. 

By night, Ireached a little town called Munſ⸗ 
bery, being half way to Lintz, at the diſtance 
of thirty miles from Poltu, through a country 
that is cultivated in a very different manner 
from the ſoldier's farm J had left, whoſe name 

(by the way) is Picco. The crops are in general 
bad and very full of weeds; and they ſeem 

to plough the ſoil very badly, although their 
plüwoughs are drawn by ſix oxen, and they have 
two men, or a man and a lad to drive them, 
with another man to hold the plough; it is 
evident from this that the price of labour is 
low, or the farmer, that is the nobility, could N 
not allow ſuch a ſuperfluity of hands; but 

vhile the time of the peaſants belongs to thèir 

lords, without any pay, ſuch. inſtances will be 
very common; but the whole ſyſtem makes a 
very different figure from my friend Picco's, 
whoſe farm is à contraſt to the whole arch- 
dutchy. They cultivate many hops, ſaffton, 
990 vines," * and wales articles exhauſt all 1 $ 


lands applied to common huſbandry, of the 
Hung which they ought to have, without 
ielding a return proportioned. Picco, when 
Talsd him why he did not cultivate theſe ar- 
ticles, aſſured me that none of them equalled 
. rommon'-crops'in profit, provided the latter 


were managed iu the manner they ought to be; 


and of this I have no doubt, for all theſe un- 
edmmon articles require a great deal of atten- 


_ tion; and ah infinity of labour, eſpecially vines, 


while the produce is of ſuch a bad ſort, that 
the returns are inconſiderable. Near Lintz, | 
the country imptoves much, being in 
Itfelf pnely variegated with hills and dales, 
wood und water; it is alſo better cultivated ; 

there js a very little waſte land, and many ſeats 
of the nobility are ſcattered abond it, attracted 


I ſuppoſe by the aprecablcneſs of the country. 


Pintz is extremely. well fituated on the 


banks of the Danube: It is ſmall; well built, 


and a neat places the ſtreets well paved, and 
kept very elean . Mhat ſets off the buildings 
in an unuſual manner, is the materials of 


which they are raiſed; being a white ſtone 


that preſerves its colour. The market · place 


is large and bandſbme; and is adorned with 


two feuntains. The Empreſs has a palace 
here, well furniſhed; which from! kn high ſi - 
es the courſe of the Danube very 

Bnet . beantifully; 


* 
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| —_. ſhe. uſed to come here * _ 
has not of late years. The Jeſuits college is 
one of the beſt buildings in the place, and the 
library has the reputation of being-remarkably 
well choſen. This place is the capital of up- 
per Auſtria; for the ſtates aſſemble no where 
elſe. For its fize, it is very populous, which is 
_ owing to ſome manufactures they have that are 
flouriſhing; particularly thatof woollen goods, 
and of ſilk and werſted; alſo gun-barrels, for 
which they are famous. The wool they work 
up is that of Auſtria, . and much comes from 
Bohemia; all theſe fabricks See fix or 
ſeven hundred hands. 

The 5th I got to Newberg in 8 th 
diſtance: forty miles. This line of country is 
all very agreeable; from the inequalities of 
the ground, and its open groves, with many 
rivers; nor is it wanting in numerous little 
towns and villages, the neighbourhood. of the 
Danube drawing many inhabitants, by the 
conſtant trade carried on upon it; and by 
the numerous boats, barges, ſloops, &c. which 
paſs and repaſs upon all ſorts of buſineſs. I 
obſerved hops, ſaffron, and vines were com- 
mon culture, and ſome flax, which is made 
into coarſe linnens in the neighbouring towns. 
Newberg 4s a little place, but very well built, 
and remarkably vlean,. The Elector Palatine 
r of "yp n of which it is we . - 

capital ; 
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capital and, has a ſmall palace here, which 
however contains nothing worth ſeeing. The 
Jeſuits church is the beſt publick edifice in the 
place. The only trade of New berg is wine; 
but very little of it is good; ſeveral ſorts are 
fold ſo cheap as three halſpence a quart. - 
The 6th I reached Muldorf, the diſtance 
fifty miles, through ia very fine, populous, and 
well cultivated country, being part of the E- 
lectorate of Bavaria. There feems through 
this line of country, to be more induſtry, ac- 
tivity and happineſs, than in any I had paſſed 
for a long while, and yet the peaſants are in 
a ſtate of villainage as well as elſewhere, but 
they are treated in a kinder manner; have 
more property and better houſes; and many 
of them are alſo farmers, who by induſtry and 
frugality have ſaved money; and find out the 
means of diſpoſing of it to good advantage. 
Much of this \eguntry is encloſed, than which 
there cannot be any improvement of ſo much 
conſequence; and the preſent Elector has given 
many privileges and encouragements to all 
who encloſe their farms, as well as exempting 
them ſrom antient cuſtoms and rights; which 
were extremely 1 injurious to open lands. There 
are many vineyards in this country, and the 
wine is better than that of Auſtria. Sheep 
ſeem to be a principal article in their huſband- 
ry; 8 Hey keep TY numbers, and of a better 
Ear © 4 1 breed 
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breed” than common; which I am told Was 
originally owing to procuring ſome rams from 
Flanders. They yield large fleeces, and there 
are many manufactories for working up the 
wool,” which receive great encouragement. 
from the government. Every farm of any 
ſize; (chat i is, every diviſion of an eſtate that is 
under a diſtinct ſteward or bailiff) has a large 

- ſheep<houſe,” with 'a roof, but open on one 
fide to the ſouth; in this houſe they fold their 
ſheep every night the whole year 79050 and 
depend on it principally for maivring their 
lands: when they begin to fold, they ſpread 

over the floor light virgin foil, turf, ſand, or 
peat earth, and fold upon it till it is very moiſt 
and dirty; then they make à freſh layer, and 
ſo go on; but to every eighteen inches of depth, 
(for they remove the heap but once 4 your ar) | 
they litter with ſtraw ; and in extreme wet or 
ſnowy weather” they do the fame!" This is 
upon the whole an excellent ſyſtem for fal 
mature, and is 4 Plemiſh euſtom, thougn 
with one or two variations: but I ſhoald 
thitk the ſheep lying upon ſack à dunghill, 
would be prejudicial to their health; however, 
the Bavarians "affere the contrary, and ſay that 
the health of the animal does not ſuffer in the 
leaſt; and that the wool is much better than 


it would be if the iheep were'expoſed to The 
I's weather. to Hae. paar; 77181. 1 3 99; 4 Wy 
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* Maldorf i is a little town, agreeably ſituated, 


and regularly fortified, but it is not a place of 
any great ſtrength; the ſtreets are broad, ſtrait, 
2 well built, and the market - place ſpacious, 
and ſurrounded with ſeveral buildings that are 
a great ornament to it. There are ſeveral 
churches and convents, but none that con- 


5 tain any thing remarkable. 


The 7th I got to Munich, the 3 ſe- 
ven and thirty miles, and the country agree- 
able and well cultivated; there are many 
more nobility , who reſide conſtantly on their 


| lands i in this country, than in any I have ſeen 


in Germany; and to this I attribute the ad- 
vantage of the ſuperior cultivation: for as the 
nobles are the farmers, it is no wonder that 
eſtates there are managed better under the ma- 
ſter's eye, than in his abſence. Although 
there are not many of them that are proficients 
in agriculture, yet a life paſſed in the midſt of 
its buſineſs, muſt yield a greater knowledge 


of its circumſtances. than one which is entirely 


employed in the parade of a court. Beſides, 
there can be little doubt. but the nobles them- 
ſelves treat their peaſants better than the race 
of bailiffs, a ents, &c. who uſually oppreſs | 
and ſqueeze them the more, in order to have 
the better opportunity. of enriching themſclves ; 


| and 1 find i it evident, wherever I: have been in 


Germany, that the landlords are the richeſt, 
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a 3 eos the beſt cultivated, where | 2. 

peaſants are allowed ſome degree of liberty and 

property. The happier that face of people, 
the better for the nobles; the latter will not 
in all caſes be brought to believe W, but 
nothing admits of clearer proof. 

Their corn through this 423 of. country 
Re very well; and I obſerved particularly, 
that their fallows intended for next year were 
well ploughed, and clean; whereas they are 
full of weeds in many parts of Germany, and 
much ſuch bad management as I had ſeen in 
Auſtria, The foil here is a rich loam, with 

ſome light . tracks : they plough chiefly with 
oxen. They fallow their lands for wheat; 
and then Tow barley ; after the barley, may _- 
take peaſe or buck-wheat, and then. turneps, ; 
or cabbages; but they do not ſow any claver, 
which the Auſtrian ſoldier, | and knees 
and Brabant find ſo profitable. Wheat yields 
two quarters and an half per acre, barley three, 
and buck- wheat four; and their turneps and 
cabbages are applied to feeding, their cattle 
and ſheep ;- but all are houſed in winter, 
Munich I. think without exception. the 
fineſt city in Germany; Dreſden, while in its 
grandeur, I am told ſurpaſſed it; and ſome 
parts of Berlin are very beautiful, and al 
things conſidered, they now yield to this place. 
Itis fi tuated on the river Mora, which POP” 
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into ſeveral ' channels, waters all parts of the 
wn: ſo that little ſtreams | run through” many 
of the ſtreets, confined” in ſtonle channels, 
which has a moſt clean and agreeable effect. 
The ſtreets, ſquares, and courts are ſpacious, 
and airy ; which ſets off all the buildings much, 
and makes them appear finer than others müch 
more coſtly in other” cities. The ſtreets in 
particular,” afe ſo trait, that many of them 
interſect each other at Tight-angles, and are 
very broad, and extremely well built. There 
are ſixteen churches and monaſteries in it, 
many of them very handſome edifices; theſe 
with the electoral palace, and other publick 
ings, take up near half the city : ſo that it may 
eaſily be ſuppoſed t che Place 1 is in general ver) 
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well "ant. ; a 
The princip al bf all theſe ublick farbe 


is «the ele ctor I palace, which is rather a con- 
venient than an elegant building. It is very 
large; having fout courts f in it, and all of them 
large, but there is a want of finiſhing in the 
infides of all the places i in Germany, "Alt Ean- i 
not fail diſguſtiny an "ib ithen, who Has 
| been uſed to ſee the Houſes of 'the nobility in 
: his own. country finiſhed” to the! nw Foe | 
compleatly as ſnuff- box; and certainly it is 
moſt agrecable. crcuinſtance.” Tn the — of 
| Munich, the fineſt room, which is the grand 
bal, deing an Hundred and Sibteel feet 
d | me 
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168; hy gl two broad, is open to the roof, 
ſo as entirely to deſtroy the effect which would 
reſult from ſuch a fize if finiſhed: birds fly. 
about in it as in à barn, and drop their fa- 
vours on the heads of the company as they 
paſs. I have in Germany ſcen many inſtances 
of onfiniſhing equal to this. There is a great 
| profuſion of marble in the ſeveral apartments, 
but it is not wrought in an agreeable manner. 
The furniture is in general old; it has been 
very rich, but has nothing in it ſtriking; 3. nor 
is the collection of pictures comparable to 
many others in Germany. The Muſeum is 
well filled with many curipſities; of which 
as Keyſler gives a liſt, I ſhall therefore ſay no . 
more of them. The Jeſuits college i is among 
the fineſt buildings belonging to the church: 
it is very ſpacious. The great church, and 
the Franciſeans monaſtery, are alſo worth 5 
ing; the latter order is poſſeſſed of very gr ; 
revenues. - Several-palaces of the nobility Be 
a very good- figure, and the town-houlſe''s | 
better than many I have ſeen. Phe number. j 
of inhabitants is computed at fifty thouſand. 
The palaces moſt worth ſeeing are the E. 
: IeQor's. country ones of Sleiſheim and Nym- a 
phenburg, near de -Sleiſheim is a fine . | 
building, and much better finiſhed than that 
of Munich; the portico ſupported by marble, 
pillars j is. fine; in. * apartments, which are 
| turning. 
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| turniſhed i in an agreeable manner, is a very 


Cx 


good collection of pictures, but they are 
chiefly by Flemiſh maſters. Nymphenburg 


; exhibits. the German taſte of gardening in 


perfection ; the Bayarians holding them to be 


the fineſt in the empire; the ſituation, wood, 
and water wonld admit of ſomething beauti- 


ful, but here is nothing but the old-faſhioned 

fountains, ſtatues, monſters, &c. 
It is thought by moſt perſons at 8 

as well as in other parts of Germany, the clec- 


torate of Bavaria has thoroughly. recovered the 


miſchiefs it ſuffered in the war of 1744. and 


is now as rich and populous as ever. The 


electoral revenues are reckoned to amount to 


fix hundred thouſand pounds à year,, and are 
improving: the ſtanding army conſiſts of 
eleven thouſand foot, and three thouſand 


horſe; but the Bavarians ſay, their prince 


could bring forty thouſand men into the 


field; however, it is certain that, if he could 
bring them there he could not maintain them, 


without their being in the pay of foreigners. 


While the houſe of Bavaria continues on good 


terms with that of Auſtria, there is no danger 


of its ſuffering by the Sieden e 
male the ſcat 1 Wr. 165 Fo 
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